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CHAPTER I. 
THE CQTTAGfi. 



Sir AiriDEEW Wylie, like th^-genetality of great 
geniuses, was bom and bred in very humble cir- 
cumstances. By the eiaf ly deadi of both his pa- 
rents, he was consigned in infancy to the care of 
his mat^mal grandmother^ Martiba Docken, one 
of those clashan carlins who keep idive, wnong 
die Scottish peasantry, the traditions and senti- 
ments winch constitute so much of the "national 
diaractar. 

Thos old womah redded in the hftm^ of Sto:- 
neyholm, in die shire of Ayr. H^r sole bread- 
iManer waa her q>imiing-wheel, and yet she was 

VOL. I. A 



2 CHAPTER I. 

cheerAilly contented with her lot ; for it had plea- 
sed Heaven to bless her with a Uithe sfint, and 
a religious trust in the goodness of Providence. 

The fiimiture of her cottage, in addition to An- 
drow'^s cxadle, and that was bonrowed) condsted of 
one venerable elbow-chair, with a tall perpendi^ 
cular back curiously carved, a family relic of bet- 
ter days, enjoyed by her own or her husband's 
ancestors; two buffet-stods, one a little larger 
than the other ; a small oaken claw-fpot table ; 
her wheel, a handrteel, a kail*pot, and a sldUet, 
together with a scanty providing of bedding, and 
a ckest that was at once co&r, wardio^ 3,x and 
ajaorie. 

. Behind the house she had a patch of sane five 
or six falls of giound &r*a garden, which die 
delved and planted herself and the rent she paid 
jEor the whole was ten shillings per annum* The 
gatheHngof this sun^ after she received the hiavy 
handful of Andrew, a weak and ailing baby, re* 
quired no litde care. But instead of rqpiauig at 
d}^ burden, she c^fcen declared to the nei^bouxs 
that he was ^^ great company, and though at thnea 
a wee fasbous, he is an auld finrent baini, aad 
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THE COTTAGE. 8 

keat a raisin frae a black clok before be had a 
tooth ; putting the taen in his mouth wi' a smbk, 
but skzieghing like desperation at the sight o^ the 
itfaer.'' 

During the sommer of the first year after An- 
drew had been brought home to her, she was ge* 
nerally seen sittmg with her wheel, basking in the 
son, at the gatde of her cottage, with her grand* 
Mitt at her side in her b^^ stool, tumed upside 
down, amusing himself with the cat 

Andrew was a small and delicate child, but he 
grew apace, and every day, in the o|nmon of his 
grancbi^h«r, improred in his lockik '* His een,"^ 
as she s^ to her kimmers while she dandled him 
at the door aslhey stof^ped to gpetik to her in 
passmg, *^ are like gowam in a May morning, and 
ids kngh^s as blithe as the jilt o^ the hntyJ* 

Ftulofophers ia^ihese expsesaons may discoyer 
ttie Ibnd antacipadanB of hopefiil aiSscticii, look* 
Ing fdl?ward to a proqpsrote fortune for the child ; 
btti-AKdrew, for a long tame, shewed no indica- 
tions of possess!]^ any4inng in common witii die 
talents tliat ate usualty supposed requisite to en< 
sure distinction or rktaesw In his boyhood, how- 
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ever, Martha frequently observed ^^ that he, was a 
pawkie laddie, niid if he wastia a deacon at book 
lair, he ient as weel as the maister liimsel \tom 
mony blue beans it taks to mak five.*^ . - i 

* The ^^ maister^ hare spdken of was Dommie 
•Tannyhill, one of those meek/and modest uom^ 
x^ the Scottish priesthood, tHio, zkever happeniag 
^4o meet with any 43uch stroke of good &rtun^ as 
the lot pf a tutor in a lairdV family, wear out die 
even tenor of thdr blameless days in the. little 
troubles of a village-school. 

At the time when .Andrew, was j>laced xmi^ 
his care, the master seeid^ to be ab^t'&rty, \^ 
he was probably two or ihxee'years yoitiiger* Ih 
was pale and thin, and under the middle ai^ie, and 
atooped a little, as if his head had been set on 
somewhat awry- It proceeded, however, ftom a 
^aUt which he had aoquked in -eoxisequence of 
^ing short-dgUted, and acoustomed to write and 
xead with his ear'ahnost touching the paper. Ait 
•times 1^ would erect Inmself even into som#|}|i«g 
dike ah air (^ dignity, aikd chai^ his lowly and 
.dii&dent tone into the voice anda^c^t of an ew- 
.neat i^impasiioiked eljoquence. 
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f Every tfamg in Us appearance indieated a mo- ir 

derate spifit, in parfect aceoicbmce with the mild^ 
fiess ef fais mamiecs, aodhis fq^ and IniraUe ac* 
quirements ; imt Ai&e vas an apostoUc energy in 
Us thoughts^ -dhai Jhis own fedin^ were ro98ed, 
or when he adcbressed'bimsdf to move thoee of 
atheard, widi^ which Naiture at times diewed how 
iriffing^she was^ if fortune had so pleased^ to make 
Mm a padtetie and imp«esave preadier. Whe* 
therxiie ev^ fAt the Ipngings of ambition, or ra- 
inier whether ho ever repined at the tmheeded 
and nnknownestate in which he was left to pa^flr 
away,* Kkc a seqpiestmred Spring, whose pire and 
gende eonrse is only se^i in Ae meadows by a 
little narrow ec^ng of ^ricbr verdure, could never 
be discorered in the still sobnety of hk placid 
tempar ; butr if all <^«r passions were hushed in 
hb quiet bos^n, the kmdly diqipsition which he 
shewed towai^fi^ every livmg l^ij^g begHt in the 
nunds of hk pupils an i^feeticmate i^espect, of far 
greater power m tte little state and commcm wealth 
of his school, than would have been yielded to the 
authcmty of more arri^ant abilities,' backed by 

the taws, diat dreaded satriap of Scottish didactic 
discipline. 
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In hiiB dres«, die msater was as lemarkaUe m 
in his mind and mannars. His linep was alwayii 
uncommonly neal, and his coat and vest of raven 
grey^ though long threaul-bar^ nevar shewed a 
brolpri thread, nor the smallest stationary speck 
of dvist* His breeches, of olive thkjcset^ were no 
less careAilly preserved from staons ; and his dadk 
blue worsted gamashins, reaching above the kneea 
in winter, not only added to the contort of hk 
legs, but protected his stockingd. B^ween hia 
cottage and the churdi, or in the still evenings 
wb^i he was seen walking solitary along the un^ 
trodden parts of the nei^bouiii^ moor, he wore 
a small cocked-hat, and as Ida eyes wese weak 
and tender, in bright weather he commonly shidc* 
ened the loops, and, timing the point rooad, con- 
verted the upright gable of the back into a shade. 

If the master, like other potentates, had a &- 
vourite, it was Qprtainly our hero, at whose droll 
and whimsical remarks he was sometunes observed 
almost to smile. For Andrew was not long^ at 
school, till he shewed that he was, at least widi 
respect to his sayings, destined to attract notice. 
Indeed the very first day, when his grandmotlM»r 
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hmti£ led hiin to the door with hia A B boaid 
in hi* hand, he got a name that he never lost 
After die diBmiBBal of the school, as he was play« 
ing with the other boys on the high road, a oaT" 
liage and finir. horses, with outriders, faappei||d t4 
pass, whirling along with the speed and pride of 
nobility. The sehoolboys, exhilarated by the sj^en^ 
dour of a phenomenon, rare in those days in SUk 
neyholm, shouted with gladness as it passed, and 
onr hero animated the shout into hiughter by call- 
ing out, " Wed dune, wee wheelie, the muckle 
ane canna catch you.^ From that time he was 
called ^^ Wheelie T but instead of being offend^ 
by it, as boys commonly are by their nicknames, 
he bore it with the greatest good-humour ; and 
afterwards, whai he had learnt to write, marked 
his books and copies with ^^ Andrew Wheelie, his 
book."^ Even the master in time used to call him 
Wheelie, and insensibly fostered his taste for the 
odd and droll, by sometimes inviting him on a 
. Satiurday afternoon to partake of his pale and eco» 
nomical tea. 

Andrew, who was naturally shrewd and obser- 
vant, perceiving that the master was diverted by 
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his humour, exerted himself on these occasions, 
by which exercise he graduaUy acquired a degree 
of readiness and self-possession in conversation, 
unusual among Scottish boys, and a happy ver- 
naq|lar phraseology, which he retained through 
life, and which, with those who had a true rehsh 
jo£ character, was enjpyed as something as rare 
and original as the more elegant endowment of 
gaiius. 
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CHAPTER IL ( 

THE MAGPIE. ^ 

r 

' Ai^DitiBW was not distinguished among his \ 

ilehool^eUowis by any particular predilectioii foir 
tbode antasemaits in which the boysL of a country^ 
school are so adventurous ; yet he was alway* a- 
desired member' of their nesdag parties in the 
spiing, and nutting excursions in the autumn ; for 
his drollery mi good humour knit their hemrts to 
him ; and if he seldom strung an egg of his own 
Jienyingi ahd^'iibsdlutely, at all idmes, refused to 
risk his ne(^. on the boughs of the hazel, he still 
lm)ught home his ftill share of the holiday plun-^ 
der ; 

On an occasion when a pyetV nest was scaled,. 

: " A a 
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only a single young one was found; and it was so 
3trong and cunning, that it almost escaped firom ^ 
grasp of Willy Cunningham, the boy who was sent 
up the tree. Some debate ^ismed on the divisioii 
of die day^s spoil, or to who shodld' get the mag<* 
pie. Andrew tiliougfat it ought to be g^ven to 
Willy; but Cwmk!ghani,afi»nk and generous fet 
low, insisted that it should be Wheelie^s, assigning 
as a reason, that Maggy, as Andrew had called it 
on the spot, ^^ was an auld farent thing like himsd, 
and wouM learn mair wT him than wT <Hiy otiier 
laddie at the school.^ Cumiinghtta^s propoaal wa» 
ratified with a unanimoiffi shout ; and oertalnlynot 
lard was e^^er more appio]^riat^ disposed of, fbr 
Andrew notonly taught it tofbtch ahd carry, and 
to fildi with surprising address, but to sptak 9me^ 
ral words with the most diverting distmotneis.-— 
Maggy hersdf seemed to be r^;ht well pleased with 
her master; and, according to tradition, knew 
every word he said^ widi die discernment of a 
spirit. 

When his companions, in the winter evenings^ 
assembled round his grandmother^s heardi, Maggy 
on those occasions placed herself between his legB ; 
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and MToftcA as he said any dnng that tickled their 
ymmg SmmcB^ turned up her conniiig eye, and 
dna jocttndly chatterod with her billy as if she par- 
tisipated in their hmgfatcr. 

The nataral knavery of the magpie being cuU 
tivated by education, she sometiines took it into 
her head to pilfer a litde on her own account, and 
among others who suffered by her depredations^ 
was the master. Between the school hours he al* 
ways opened the windows to ventilate the room ;' 
and^ Maggy, as often as she could, availed herself 
o£ die opportunity to steal the beys^ pens. It hap« 
penedf however, that she went onee too often, and' 
Was caught in the fact, with a new pen in her neb,- 

The master'^s own kindly humour mduced himr 
to pardon the bird ; but as quarrels had arisen 
amoi^.the boys, occasioned by the loss of their 
pens, one accusing the other of the theft, he deem- 
ed'it indionbent on him to rebuke the owner of the 
depredator. Accordingly, when the school assem- 
bled in the afternoon, he proclaimed silence ; and 
takmg up Maggy from under a basket where he 
had imprisoned her, he addressed the boys to the 
following effect >— 
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^' Wha^ amang you is gniliy of keeping thi&mis- 
leart and unprincipled pyet, which is in the prac- 
tice, whenever I leave the windows open to air the 
school, of coming in and stealing the pens from off* 
th0 desks-— carrying them awa** in its neb, without 
ony regard for the consequence P" 

" It^s mine,'" cried Andrew. 

" Yours r said the master ; ^ then, Wheelie-, 
come ye herie, for I maun "poixkt out to you the 
great error of such conduct It is, as ye maun 
surely hae often heard, an auld and a true saying, 
that ^ They 'wha begin wi^ stealing needles and 
prins^ may end wi^ homed knout.^ Vm no sarfing; 
so ye nee&a nigfaer, that ever this pyet will steal 
^ther horse or black cattle ; but I would exhort 
you, nevertheless, to pit it away, for it is a wick-- 
ed bird, and may, by its pranks, entice you to do 
evil yourseL I dinna, however, recommend that 
ye should put the poor creature to death^^— that 
would be a cruelty ; Mid, besides, ye ken it^s but 
a feathered fowl, and no endowed wi** ony natural 
understanding of good and ev3. It kens nae bet- 
ter, Uke the other beasts that perish, dian to mak 
it's living in a dishonest mann^. Therefore, I 
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counsel jm jusifto tiyce it to the m)ods, aiid set it 
at liberty, yfh&e it may ML oot in JHmie o^r's 
luad.^ 

To tbis Aacbew replied, leith one of hispawkie 
Ranees,/.', It's bat tbe first &iilt o^ poor Maggy; 
mastar,^ and ye shdnldna be oveily seTesre, for she 
do^na ken, as ye say, that theeyingV a sin ; so I 
hope y^**!! allow me to gie heriui opp(»rteu3iiy to 
tak up the steik in her stockings ibid I'lLadnEioiiish 
her weel when I get her hame— O.ye mjxSii bird, 
are ye no ashamed of yomrsel, to Ining.sueh dis- 
grace on me P^ 

Maggy instantly testified her c^itrition and her 
than|cfii1ne8s for the advocacy €£ bar master, by 
hapjnmg fipom the rdaxed grasp of the good natu^ 
red dcnmnie, and nestling in his> bosom. 

^^ It's really a droll beast, I maun albio diat,"' 
and m forgie you tor ^m ae tbne,'" smd ibss mas^ 
ter ; ^^but I would advise you to tie a stijng to its 
leg, and keep it in the hstuse, for there's no telfing 
i^hat it may onnmit.'' 

Ai^ew having thus obtained pardon for the 
ma^ie, she became a greater &vourite than ever 
with the boys, and produced precisely the effects 
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wliich die master had &«red. Nothing portoUo 
at qpen vh^ir was safe.fiom her thievUh hi^ 
especially the thread papers of Miss Mizy Cmi* 
mDgham, the Biaiden aunt of theboy l^ whose good 
miture our hero became master of the Inrd. 

Miss Mizy lived iu the mansioiwhouse of Craig'* 
lands, dose to the viUage^ and had under her 
dominion Willy and his sist^ Mary ; for Adbr 
mother was dead, and the laird, their father, trou- 
bled himself y&cy litde with any earthly thii^. 
He was, as Andrew described him, ^^ a carle th^ 
daunered about the doors wT his hands in hi| 
pouches, and took them out at mea^time.'"-«<-As 
for Miss Mizy herself she was a perfect paragoit 
of gentility and precision. However slovenly ^be 
groimds about the hcmse were kept, the interior of 
the mansion was always in the triimnest order; 
and nothing could exceed the nun-like purity x>f 
the worthy lady^s own cambric-clad person. 

It ha]^ned, by the death of a relati<»i, that it 
was necessary the family should be put into mouniir 
bag ; and Miss Mizy, for this purpose, had bo¥^ht 
ha*8df a suit of sable, as wdl as a due portion of 
crape, and the other rec^piidites of funereal sorrow. 
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a 

Sht'iiM fdtring, busy-wkh Iter needle, inddng \tp 
thetdratf, 8t die parlcmr vindow, wfaicli was open, 
ii4mi^ Aadafew^ me aftemooB, ^tfa Im pyet, came 
to ack Willy (o go out with hita. Mi^gy had so 
often teMed'Miss Mi^y by pilfering her thread pa- 
pers, that jugtiee and Tengeonee were sworn against 
her. This the boys were well aware of, bat could 
not resist the temptation of ^ setting tip the fairser 
of aiin<y.'^'-**Maggy, accordingly was set loose. In 
a mement she was in at the window, and had ui^ 
zed JL thi^ead case. Miss Miay, however, before 
the pyet conld escape, darted at her like a cat on 
a mouse; and almost in the same instant, poor 
Maggy, willi its neck twisted, was flung out with 
such fory at Andrew, that it almost knocked him 
down. 

This was a dreadftd outrage on the part of Miss 
Mizy ; aiid the whole school participated in the 
reyenge which was vowed against the murderer of 
Ma^y ; nor was ever revenge more complete.— 
Next day, the principal companions of Andrew 
provided themselves with a large tub, which they 
filled with water from the Laird^s stable-yard ; and 
Andrew, going up to the window where Miss Mizy 
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vas again silting 9t her seam, vhile the other, con-' 
^pirators were isecretly bringing the tub.under the. 
window, cried, " Ye auld rudons, i^hat g»t you- 
kill my pyet ?— odd IH mak you rue that Nae 
wonder ye ne*er got a man, ye cankery runtj wi** 
your red neb and your tinkler tongue."^ 

This was enou^ Miss Mizy rose likie a tem- 
pest ; the same moment aouce eame ^he unsaTot^ : 
deluge from the tub, full in her face, to the total 
wreck and destruction of all the unfinished bravery 
of mournings which lay scattered around. ^ 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE TASK. 

. . ^' Th£ awfii'-like thii^^"^ as Miss Mizy ever 
afienrards spoke of the schoolboys' conspiracy, was 
attended witii the most importmt consequences. 
The fin^ result was a formal oompkint to Mr 
Tannyhill, to whom the mdignaat plaintiff stated 
her wrongs widi ah doquence towhidi we cwCinot 
do justice, demanding tlie immediate punishm^it 
.of the offenders. 
' The master's affectionate bosom was deeply af- 
flicted with the aceoimt that Miss Mizy gaye 
of '^ the devihy,'* whidh, in her narrative, cer- 
tainly suffered no diminution either in the cans of 
the perpetration, or the cunning wiA which it 
had been friianned. In his way back to the school, 
he meditated on the sort of punishment which he 
ought to inflict, for hitherto the rod had been un- 
known in his discipline; and he came to the 
strange conclusion, that, as the end of all punislw 
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ment ought to be the reformalion of the delin* 
quent, he would oblige the culprits in this case to 
apply with more than ordinary assiduity to their 
tasks, and require them, for the remainder of the 
summer, to attend the school two additional hours 
a-day. Some governors might have thought this 
a pimishment to themselyes, but it neyer occurred 
to his honest and ingenuous bosom, that it was 
any hardship ; on the contrary, he fdt it a duty 
whidi he was ctliti to perform, in order to <M^ 
rect the effidcts of the evil qpiiit wludi had been 
jto> audaciously manifested. Accordingly, wImii 
the boys assembled next day, he called tfae oon^ 
qpiratois before him, and made then mount afinrm 
in presence of their companions. 

'^ I told you,*" said be^ casting his eyes towards 
owrhero, ^^ that the ill deedy pyet would faring 
you into baith scaith and scorn ; and mow ye see 
my prophecy has come to pass, for there ye standi 
five a* in a row, like so many evil^^bers as ye 
surely are, that I ought to make an exan^pie e^ 
1^ kiting you fin the wei^t o^ my hand. Butit^a 
no my way to chastise with stripes on the body; 
no, unless ihe heart is made to feel, a bite o^ the 
taws in the loof, or on the bade, will soon heaL 
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ImixtaA, vpf Mnu^ Fm wae fhr jdu^ &ir gin ye 
gmg on at tbis rste wbat^s to become of you, when 
ye eiMr Ab woiU to mak your toead? wfaa, 
WlieeMe, will hae dny regard for yon, if ye gkr 
yoorsd op to aiuchief ? — Othens liere liae frienv 
ibtLt may guide them, but ye hae only your anM 
fe^eas graimoie, tha^ wi' micUe bard labour baa 
et^ed, irith a bkssed constancy, to breed you up in 
the feus d" Gk)d. O man, it will be a sore return 
for a^ her love and kindness, if ye break her heart 
at hst^^J speak to you mair dian to tiie test, be- 
eMBe in tins nuitter ye are the most to blame, and 
stand in the greatest peril."* 

'^ Wed, weel,** cried our hero, half sobbing, 
hidf angrily, .^^ ye need nae ftsh me ony mair 
aboot it, but tell me at ance what ye're ga^ to da 
wTme.'? 

The master was so astonished at diis mtemip. 
tkn^ that he stej^ed back, and sat down in his 
eliaif for some time olent The culprits became 
fiU piAe, and the rest of the boys stood aghast ; 
BO during « defiance, as it seemed to ihem, of all 
authority, could not, it was supposed, but be foU 
lowed by some tremendous disjday of power. 
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Mr Tannyhill, however, rend Wylie^s ch&racter 
in die expfessioB, and hy some hftppy <Mr benero^ 
lent interpretatkn of his petubnoe^ took the 0viy 
way witli him that could be attended with any her 
nefit.-r-^* I will fash you nae mair,'" said he, ad* 
dressing him emphatically,. '^' as ye seem to. be 
eontrite for.your fault ; but, in order to try whe- 
ther ye have the right leaven o^ repentance ia you^ 
I will task you to a task that will do you good &r 
a' the remwnder of your days."" 

He thra ordered him to get the first fi% Fsafans 
by heart, and interdicted hsm from aU play aad 
paj^me tiU he had leatnt them. 
, From that moment Andrew appUed ^himp^If to 

« 

learn the Psdms, with a perseverance that .quite, 
surjpndised the master, who. had hitherto regarded, 
iiim but as a droU and curious creature. . Tl|^ 
shortness of the time in which he perf<»rmed <he 
task was not, however, remarkably; fbr his me*, 
mory was hot well adapted to literature, but bia.> 
lingular abstraction from aUhi^ ph^-fellowf^ ai|d 
ihe earnestness with which h^ adhere^ det^rmi^. 
nately to his task, astpni^^ every on^. Puring, 
the intervals of the school hours, he waiB seen sit- 
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ting by hifiiself in the lea of a headstone in the 
idnircb-yard) muttering verse after verse fiom the 
Paalfii-book wl^ofh be held in hii^ hsBii. 

In this situation Mary Cunningham, the sister 
of Willy, lu^pened to ptuss, and seeing him, said, 
'* What are ye doing there, Wheelie ?" 

He looked 4ip, but, without answering her ques* 
ti^ repeated in a loud monotonous voioe,"<» 



'* My beart inditing is 
Good matter in a song.' 



"O, haiB ye no.got yout Psalms yet !^ ex^hdm** 
ed Mary, tor the' had heard from her biy>ther of 
hjspafiieuUr adcOkional punkhment; and going 
4!^ close to him, inquired how miiuiy hfe had kai^t 

'^ I can- say ane^^nidfor^ a^ limm^y' Miss 
Afory, wiAoi^t miisii^ a;i?ord.'' 

^^ Wh^t a iee^ Wheelie, that is," said Mary, 
^ liaebody iMHild ever siky m many Ps9lm$ straight 
Arough." 

<^ WiBye hearken jtet^ said Andrew; and she 
twklii^ book, whidi be -at ibe maie tme offered) 
ariA ieai&ig over tbe b@icl«l(me bebind him, bade 
liiBi Jbcgiit. 

* • " _ * -^ ' ' '. ' ■ i /. . . - - 



2S CHAPTEE III. 

^* That man hath p^r^eet blessedness 
Who walketh not astray," 

he immediately repeated in one unvaried ^w$^ 

o£ voice, 

" But dweOetii in the ocorner-s chair. 
And stands in sinner's way." 

^^ O, Whedie, WheeHe, ye canna say the first 
verse o^ the vera first Psahn ; a pretty like story, 
that ye hae gotten ane-and-forty by heart !" ex- 
claimed Mary. 

Reference was, in consequence, made to the 
book ; and after some fiurther parley, Andrew re^ 
sumed, and went on as &r ^ the twelfth FsaUt) 
without middng a single imrd, to the delightad 
Suisse <^ his ^idr auditor^ By this time, how^ 
ever, it wlis necei^ry that he should go to school^ 
and Mary return home ; bat, before parting, sh^e 
agreed to vii^t hkn ligam at the same place next 
day to hear the t^naindir^ imd she kept het 
word. 

Again the book was in heir hand, and leaning 
over the tombstcme, with Al^ew sitting bdbw^ 
she lisl^abed with unweftlried pleasure tp the unde- 
viating and inflexible continuance of hbi monoto* 
nous strain, till he had ^reached the thirty-first 
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Fsalm, when the same causes that occaaioiied th«% 
former mterruption again obliged them to aepa- 
mte^ 0&&t a renewal of the compact. 

On the third day, Andrew compleated not only 
the forty-one^ but two more that he had learnt in 
the meantime. Mary confessed her admiration of 
his wonderful genius, and £ram thenceforth, till 
he had completed his task, she was his regular 
visitcar. 

Out of this circumstance a greater d^ree of 
intimacy arose between them, than is usual amoi^; 
bc^s and girls of their age. She admired him as 
a pro£gy of talent, and he was pleased when he 
met hex J on account of the interest she had taken 
in bis task. From the attack on her aunt, how* 
ever, he had been prohibited from ^iproachii^ 
^' TheFlace,^as the CraiglandmanfioUr-house was 
csaUed by the villagers ; and as she was educated 
by Miss Misy herself^ preparatory to being in due 
time sent to an Edinbur^ boarding-school^ they 
had &w oi^rtoaities of meeting. But on Sun* 
day he always took care to stand, in the path by 
which the Laiid*s fiuniiy crossed the churehryard, 
mi a amik was as regularly exdianged between 



24 CHAPTER III. 

them in pJEtssing. As often also as the minister read 
out to be sung any one of the My Psalms, Mvry 
would peep over the front of the Laird's laft, i^ 
where Andrew sat beside his grandmother in the 
area below ; and on these occasions she net er' 
missed his ^eye^ which seemed to "be instiseCiTelyt 
turned up in ejtpectatidn of meeting hex^s. ' I 

In this way^, thegei^ of a mutual affection was. 
implanted, before either was awakened by Nature 
io the sense of love and beauty, or informed by 
die woorkl of the disparity bfdieir conation. They 
were themselves unconscious of the tie wiih^hirii 
aimididty'faad innocemly liid^ed thdm togedaer^^ 
and being aa yet bodi £K)e from the impokes oC 
passion, they Heit not die impediments whidi Inrdi 
and £ntnne had placed between them. 

TherCraigiaaxd fibnily was one of the most an- 
cient in the county ; the estate wb l^rge, but by 
the indoleisce cf the Laird, it was mudi neglected^ 
and the rental was in consequence small. The 
woods, however, were valuable, and die oM tacka, 
or laases, were' drawing to a clojse ; so that, while 
in >a state of coinpamtrve penury, it seemed pirou' 
bable that both Cunimigfaam and kis nster would 
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inherit a very ample patrimony. Of this their aunt 
Miss Mizy was Ailly sensible, and frequently 
OMtnphuned to her brother, that he should allow 
his son, with such an inheritance in view^ to be 
brought up amppg the children of the tenants. 
But her complaints were long imavailing ; the 
Laird had been educated in the same school with 
the fathers of these children, and he could disco- 
Ter nothing in his sister''s remonstrances to make 
fahn widi to see his son a finer gentlanan than 
himself. ** The awfti^Eke thing," however, had 
a more impressive effect than her lectures. It 
was an exploit of mischief, far surpassing idl (.he 
tSLsy pranks of hk soft youth ; and tqpon the mi* 
Ulster, at Miss Mizy'is instigation, representii^ to 
him the disgrace and dishonour that would ensue 
to the family, if the heir was long permitted to as- 
sociate with such unmeet playmates, as the boys 
of Mr TannyhilFs school, he consented that Willy 
should be sent from home, and placed at an aca*- 
demy suitable to his rank and prospects. This 
was accor^ngly done, and like other boys that 
drop awa^ from among their school-fellows, Cun-^ 
ningham was soon forgotten. 

VOL. I. B 



S6 



THE FAIR. 



CHAPTER IV. 



THIR FAIE. 



Aftee Cunningbam was removed from Mr Tan* 
nyhill'^s school, a considerable cbange took place 
among our bero^s playmates. Tbe fraternity to 
which the two boys belonged, was, in fact, in the 
course of that summer, broken up ; and, for some 
time, Andrew was without any particular compa- 
mouL These temporary intermissions of friendship 
are, however, common to men as well as boys ; but 
the ,cares of our riper years make us less sensible 
of the rblaok left by the removal of a neighbour, 
than the loss we suffered when a school-fellow was 
taken away. 

The nickname of Wheelie, in consequence of 
this dhange, was gradually forgotten, or rather 
ceased to be any longer in use ; while the strip- 
linghimself seemed daily in quest of something that 
he could not find, either on the moorlands, or 
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along the hedge-rows and the bdlts (^planting that 
skiTted the hills andfarms of the Craiglands. He 
was, as his grandmother said, for some time ^^ like 
a tynt creature C* and for lad^ of other company, 
often, on the road-side, fell into discourse widi tra- 
veling tinklers, bhie-gowiM, ot old soldi^s, who 
had acquired a su£Sciait stock of wounds and scars 
to set Aem up in beggary. Poor Andrew, how- 
ever, had nothii^ to give tliem ; but, neverthdess, 
it was renuurked that they always left him seem- 
ingly better pleased than they ev^ quitted the 
Laird's yett, even when Miss Mizy^ after the term- 
day, allowed an extra neaveftd to their wonted 
weekly almous. 

In the evenings, Andrew had reeottrse to the 
firesides of tlie gash and knacky carles and car- 
lins of the village. Still, even m their queerest sto- 
ries, he found a dc£ciency, for he liad no friend 
of his own age to share his remarks afterwards^ 

About Hallowe'en, however, this want was sup- 
plied. At the ^stance of a mile from Stoneyholm 
hgy the small estate of Woodside, a mi^ng, as it 
was called, with a house somewhat better than the 
common farm-st^adings. T%ep^opri(etorha{^tied 
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^to die, aad the kindi w^e swiled l^ his hears 40 9 
neighbouring finrmer ; the heuo^ and garden bdng 
in cense^^me to le^, were taken by a Mis Fief- 
^Um, the widow cf a Glaagow merdiant, who, at 
^ Mairtiiunas lemi, took possesion. 

This matroQA had but one child, a fine aoxtt 
rattli^ig boy of the name of Charles ; who was sent 
to the maatar's iichool, wh^re he and Andrew sow 
)^ecanie insqp$aiable. The distance of his mother^ 
house £ro]n the village, occadoned him, as is usual 
in such oircunuitanees, to bring his dinner in his 
pocket ^t firsts he was afterwards allowed to dine 
with Andrew-nun anrangement of some advantage 
to old Martha ; for Mrs Pierston was in good cir- 
cumstance^ aaH4 indulgent to her only scm. Thus 
oomn^mped oiie <^ dtose attachments which are 
fpomied but at achooly and are genially supposed 
%o weather the changes of fortune, and the blasts 
of advefsity, better thai^ die fidc^dships of nore 
considerate years. 

The bw^ancy of Piesston'^s spirits gave him a 
seemipg ascendancy over Wylie ; but it was soon 
observed hy the neighbours, that, in reality. An- 
drew was the mast^, and that by submitting to 
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Amt pmA» Aid wliuBtf ^ Charles^ m smdl affiorsy 
he tmifonidy obtainea the mMagement ef t^i»g« 
rfgtwiter moment, if mch kng^ige m«y be apu 
plicdvtd die disinterested concenus ef se&oet-boyy. 
Fierston had also, as it might ha^e been 8up{>osed 
from its^ cMDPly eiSk^, aaiotheir advantage over his 
nsitie coB^amoR. He had spent hi& boyhood id 
Gliisgow, andhadbefeff several years a€ tiSie Gram* 
mai-school of ^at city, before his mother i^emoyed 
to the Woodside house. He waa in consequence 
pretty well, (oi hia time, aecom]^hed m many 
tricl:8. He stood much less in awe of die munici* 
fsi dignitaries of the neighbouring towns- ^ and^ 
iiecordingly, $/t the d^erent fiuse,. to whieh he eon^ 
ttaatly indsced Andrew t^ acce«ipAii)r iioh ^enoi 
mij kept Ua p«i^ bett^ among die towft faoyiv 
bat evett went farther than most of t&em m the 
fr<JM»'cuBtomavyeiis«choo«Mions. Butalthougii 
it wa» said^ Chatles than he wa» a-pei^^et deriFk 
Iknb, he had & genetouA wutrntii c4 iMtt, anfd A 
l^dy gocpd h«mottfy liMitbtftpehe aft^eoribie hi*- 
terpretatfett to hts- w«Mst aiid wfldMC sttraiagi^s;'-^ 
Many an oM apfdiM^oman at^fii&s,^)kme¥0i^ 
on seeing the gouk aaid the tktttng approach, (aft 
the two boys weie ealkd^ wmtoKMttiieir templing 
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pil^B of toys and delectablee vith gl^ een, Bad ataR 
grasped to repel some pavkie a^^essum ; while^ 
at the same time, the boya were always merrily., 
welcomed ; for Charles had pleoty of pocket mo- 
ney, and spent it freely. 

I^ in those excoraions to the feirs^ Pierston. 
found fiin and &oUc, Andrew reaped some expe- 
rience of the world. He soon saw that the money 
his companion spent was suffident to set up any. 
old woman widi a Btand ; and the tJiought occur- 
red to him, that if he could get Charles, on the 
next Fair day, to give his money to Janet Pirn, 
a sly and droll old lame widow, with whose tales 
and ballads they had been often enterttuned du- 
jing the winter, th^ might be able to pay Janet 
a shilling for her trouble, and make a great deal 
of m(Hiey by the speculation. The idea was most 
deB^diil ; but Charles justly dreaded that if the 
euetence of the copartnery should become known 
e .other boys, espedally to those belonging to 
DWns, the consequences would be ruinouB, as 
t would assuredly be plundered without mer- 
TMs consideration, however* was soon got 
by Andrew saying, diat if ^y kept their 
secret, it could never be known. 
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Tertns were accordingly proposed to Janet, who 
readily acceded to them ; and when the Kilwin 
ning Fair day came round, she made her appearl 
ance at the comer of the bridge, seated in an arm 
chair, dressed in her red cloak and black Sunday 
bonnet, with a table before her, covered with a 
doth secretly borrowed by Charles from his mo- 
ther's napery chest, and temptingly adorned with 
a competent stock of the requisite allurements. 
The boys themselves had accompanied Janet into 
Irvine to buy them, and they also assisted her to 
set them out to the best advantage. The muscal- 
mons were declared to be as big as doos^ eggs—* 
the sweeties and corrianders were of all eizes and 
dolours^ — intermingled with the smaQest and fair- 
est Mistress Nanse — ^the rock of Gibraltar was 
laid forth, with aU its best veins particularly turn- 
ed towards the view— parliament-cakes, and gin- 
ger-bread watches, richly gilded — piles of raisins 
and of fig^-gems of sugar-candy, and amber lumps 
c*f barley-sugar, constituted this garden of Hespe- 
ndes ; round which a formidable array of idolatries 
of all descripdons, from Ogres, with a curran in 
the forehead instead of an eye, to game cocks with 
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hits of dnaamon for spurs, were exhibited ta l9ie 
greatest advantage. Such another stand was not. 
in the whole Fair. Janet had a great run^ and the 
two boyS) each with a Stick in his hand, stood eea- 
tinels at tlie ends of the table. All wentTon tor 
some tkire in the most prosperous wajr 9 Andrew 
counted the gains that were flowing in, and Chariest 
^tieed eu8t<»net*s l^ the bravado of his eulog^um^ 
on the articles for sale. But this display of goods^ 
and of the interest i^hich the gouk and the tittling 
had in the concern, excited the envy and jealousy 
of their less successM competitors; and when 
about noon, Janet and another carlin adjourned 
to one ci the public-houses to get a bottle of ale 
to their dinner of bread and cheese, the secret 
was divulged that she was but an agent and a hire* 
Img. We shall not attempt to describe ihe speed 
with which the story spread, nor the indigna* 
tion of all the rival sweetie-wives. The juve* 
nile customen, who had deah with Janet mere* 
ly because her sweets were Ae best at the Fab, 
thought themselves cheiited, and opened an in- 
cessant fire of the raiall shot of pps, while a ti^ 
mendous battery of twenty mouths, every now and 
then, roared from the adjacent stands. Andrew ad- 
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vised Janet to pack up her things quietly, but 
. Charles insisted she should not budge a step ; they 
had as good a right to sell things at the Fair as 
any other body, and he was prepared to defend it. 
-—The attack ccmtinued-— the croird gathered— 
Charles lost his t^nper, and struck a great heavy 
lumbering country lout that was laughing at him 
over the fingers, Tfie ftllo4ir retaliated. Some of 
the spectators took part mih Charles — a battle- 
royal ensued ; indi&iaMbk «f wbich the table was 
overset, and all its treasures trodden in the mire, 
«taidlit fktt afttUmuUffiRDis atid ikt dappitig of hands 
o|aiI Air msl dtakrsw 

TIm tw9 ftoBfv seieiiigr ibeib g^lAm dreatel tibtti 
jhwptitfli, 4et»ed itam ike tMotf, and Idli^ fSkovi 
idi0 tad \mn iwrohred in^ thtir cHua^ im %lM tlh^ 
1mAi;m«< ButtfMy^iidtfletmt^beim^ 

tairfbrtu ao ib ay Here n<»i^h^«ie. €htt»te» saW^^ 

Mat isdaad ftkr that he wm no amidli f^tha 
eouMtry M who had^ikresbtid h^f but Ids ire did 
not bum the hM fl«»cifepL Oii th^ iMi>fCimry, iW 
w&tt witlf JkiniMW in qttck ^Mim iffikf^ seb^l- 
ftUow^ ta MMi iH Mmsngiiig tlte wm^wlifie^btf 
bad himself provoked. 
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CHAPTER V. 



COMMCOf SENSE. 



When the two boys had walked up the stareet,. 
and passed through the gate of the masofi'^B lodge 
intd the diwrchyard^ witiiout meetbig witib' alny 
%f dieir cinnpanumS) Andreir halted and sald^ 
V Od, Ch^liei Fm thinkiiig we had aawedi hide 
^ we ure— -Yon'^s a honied stet, in compai&Kni 
fo ms wha hai^ but banes o^ grtsle-— and a solid 
chap <? }6» neiye would be as deadly as Cbdmy 
th^ 8itiiib''sjforeh«nmer— Od» Tm no for Bied« 
41i»g wy «>W wi' Ae jnuckle brute." '; 
J Pierston I'eprobat^d the puolhuliuaity of this 
prud^t seotiiii^t, and became more and m^M 
resolute for revenge. 



CQXMOH'SfiVSE. S^^ 

*' Ver» weel,'' cried Wylie, ** tak your aia 
gate, aad get your een steddt and your nose 
tmash^dy and see what yell mak o^t — a pretty 
pirlit yeH be, me leading you hame, blind and 
bleeding, wi"" a napkin, or an auM stocking tied 
lound your head. £h ! what a skreigfaing at the 
right o' you, Charlie, there will be ! — ^your mother 
running out and in, dapjHng her hands for her 
murdarH baim.^ 

^^ I diiuia care though he were to kill me,^ ex« 
daimed Charles ; << if I had but my will o^ him 
hOc^ hand."" 

" Ay, ihat^ssense,^ said Andrew, " gin ye 
cduldbirt get your will o^ him first — ^But the fear 
k, that he may get the will o^ us — and wfaat^s to 
be dime then P"" 

Pierot6it was a little puzsled with this, and 
hesitating, said, after a ntos^nt^s reflection^— 
^ We might iratch for him, and stane him frae 
bcduad the dike, wh^ be^s gaun hame in the 
fd<MUQ(unff,^ 

r ^^ It\i a cowardly thing to way-laya defenceless 
man— 04 Chariie, I thdi^ht yehad mair spunk,^ 
fqilied Andre w, in perfect sincerity^ but still only 
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l^moi» to pacify the rei^eiitiiient ^ Us ftiehcL 
Touch my honotff touch my Mdi wtt a aesluaMI 
litat Fiorston had lewmt among tlie youths of Ma 
own kidney at the grammar-school of Glasgow ; 
and the impfied unwortUness of tiJdi^ his enemy 
unprepared^ affected him in his most vuhierafal]^ 
feddngs. 

'* What ain I to do, Andrew ? It^s a dreadfo^ 
thing to gie up my satisfaction.— Lo<* at my l&g 
irkar the brale ntmck m^ — itis l»rEed Uack iokd 
hlu<k--^'^6evirjfr in him, but VU gar him rue ^t^ 

Andrew examined the wounded ptfty and &»- 
ehred it was just a flea bieo^ ^^ It^s a wee red,*^ 
naid he, ^^ midbefere batf an haur^s l^ y^' at^er 
Bii\ Man, Charlie, it^« baitnfy to make sio 4 
waric for a Ut tig on the haffet^-a* ye goMm^s «o 
^tae half o"" what ye gied— ^oi^ ye^ a d^evil at a 
ptaky when your bnrsieB are up — I wcmkL na eume 
in your re^evenee then fo^ something.^ 

Pierste« was flattere«l by Hbe aompliment to las 
strength and valour ; his pride was also tMefewAit 
Ae idfea of exi^geratmg the eflfeet» of the UoW he 
liad reedhred, whieh AdpA«w$ in fiiet, adrai^ ^i;- 
derrahied^ and he satid, ^< As'far the Aumpcoi 
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le t! the kead, I kaer thoIeY «w«ity timee 
b^Tteiioo; und I think I woxAd he ebntent 
if I was sore he had gotten aa nmdde frae 



<< Ye needh«e nae doabt o^ tint, Chatlie, for he 
got tir& for an — ^ye ken^ ye were the fiest aggrei* 
aor, ye stnick him first wi^ the adck, and he gieil 
yoa hat a gende riaik wi'^a pftw*^I dmna think 
be was yery wud fi»r a* liiai^^^uid then ye birfd 
athxiBr.--4)kif bat y^ire a- temer when in m paa^ 
aion, CharMe — ^and when a^a coiwdered, I ihink 
we aught to be thankfu* that we came off wi^ hale 
1iKne% stid n»e Uood sp^t^ 

^ BiA thb star was coupit^ Hod a' onr mafv 
rdmdiBe loflrtU-WWa ta mak tip tiat?"* feplM 
SientDfl^ fisify at a kat for » anfikficm^ feason tii 
r»iraeUa]iifieaJiyI(ing«i^ ' 

f^ Lfaai^ had.m5 dui^gfata a? ibat; too/ aaiddnr 
hero, ^^ and I jealouite that it wte me^ » r^^ 
: tidttg'of «! ta be mislaMs in. Mjr aie tdde^ wi*^ 
^j/fke-iiBUt. it was i nfajduf i ng w? tfe toU 
: iirMie wvres^-^ye saw wM at atoornn* iteang 
dMa wkeit'die tfoA aaiM ottt-^fithRri were nla 
ither callants at the Fair ke^ng stands.^ 



« That's wed ftac y<m, Andreirr ^^4 Clmhi^ 
^^ for it was a' your own doing^-r^I did na care a 
bawbee for the stand, and a' the profit*"^ 

*^ I'^Il mak nae denial,^ was Wylie's disereet'aiu 
awer ; ^ for I kent nae better ; bit I hae got in^ 
agh^ by the upshot, and I wish ^e wiidb story 
were wed hidden ; foar gm that hussie Mary Cim4 
aingham hears tibat we were keeping a stand, Mke 
twa sweetie wives at theFair,d)e'llherry my seven 
senses wi"* her jeering — a' ye hae gotten will be 
nae^king to what I maun thole, so let's keep a 
talm sough and dose tongue."" 

Charles was now ftOly persuaded, not oidy of 
die propriety of stifling his reva[ige, but dso con- 
vinced that they had not be^a engaged in any very 
boBOurable adventure; and said, witli some degree 
of mortification and chagrin, ^^ I Ih^ Janet has 
ta'en care o' the taUe doth, &r sic a rippet there 
wiUbeabootHifit'slost.'' 

Andrew perceiving that he had gained a com* 
plete victory, proposed that they should tHitm to 
crippfe Janet ; and th^ found hmr r^bdng Xh^ 
stand with sufib of the aart^es as she bad been 
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iMe to ykk op, seffing the dsmaged greai bto* 
.gaiiifl to the children, who, hoYering Yound hcQr, 
deplored the wredk of such detidous Qominoditie(». 
The aionenl, how^yer, that tibbe gowk and th? tit- 
tliiig were i^ain seen on tl^e epoti the.aidd mvM 
mnmd isEiXDediiitelj broke out pn them a seo(m4 
time ; imd such had been the ^^ct of Andi^eir^ 
te^rtesentiition of tl^ unworthy nature of their qc^ 
liirtnery, tJiat Charles wa^guit^ dauate4 by Aeir 
bontery and slluok away. O^r hero, however,., was 
lione disn^ayed ; but with great^address U|ni«i^ 
the scale in their favour, by tdling Janet that 1^ 
jod Ght^lfB |ia¥e ]]p to her all th^ merchandiie 
•at)d;p!rofit».on epndition that she took good c^ 
jHf the table-cloth* Never was -generosity befjt^ 
' tim^d^— ^e gift was a little fortune to old Jane^ 
Md die nf} hwidly ei^pvessed her thanks ^dgct- 
'tlMuie, that: tib^ oth^ w(Hn^, to whom the boys 
bad been ^>od customers on other occasions^ jo^ 
jeiLinstaatly in praising ikem to the does, and long 
^i^^th^'^veiung^tJie.gowk aud the tittling wei^ 

^Kai|lugi»fffw>P:ffti5fF«rv % 

- Jifi^lxt})^ cpni^f^iiua^ees ofj^^^enture did ncjt 

* 

?4t(IP.1^0- It ii^acbed the ears of Mrs Pierston. 



lAo kad, indeed, p0e^ioiidy b^futt to a 
Ifee sehool nt Stenef iMiim was b^ exact! j the itt* 
tSeee jAuM ft»r K fa(^ ef her mm^B frovfekm; $ad 
ClufrlesF -wta wxm afteif fenA^dd, and fieint t^ eetA- 
|lete Ms edttca^it to dtie of tlie tte%b6Dtw»i|; 
tewiM, #bere he ^ontbitied tiU he wae sififii6<med 
t<» LefidoH l^ att tuicle, a- gi^ieat di^ n^rehant. 
A deeend time Andrew was^ tkofi agate kft tahsm- 
self; but the fiiefidi^p^ between him and Chaili|i 
Iras not entodly brekeh by theiir sepajration. For 
Ht the yacatimi and helidayfr, PierBton reguhtdy 
tinted his mother at the Weodfiide-Hottfle^ and 
Ufr itttkiaey #Mi AnA^w wtus^ M AoseoGeasiMi^ 
Its imiformljr renewcfdl The dSfRiferiee df ite 
apheres in wlnc^ tiiey moved was, howev^, g^H-^ 
^foedly op^a^^ a (Change on the chaafscters of 
IMh. C}!^4e», ifestmed "fer the mercatit^ pi^ 
ftsaon, and amidst genteel compamons, edtieaHed 
in iSie hopes and prospects ef opulence^ ma ev«ry 
year developing more and more iiito ar sprnee aanSL 
tooddsh gallant; i^hile An^be#y btied np^in rusdb 
poverty, and without any dbfidilis viewB aef t& Hb 
ftttiirel%, settled ittto^ HtlA6 gash eariie, rcflAfiiurlD* 
Me dtatSj fern stndgirt ferward simplk^. iBli 
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drollery and good huinour, however, rendered him 
a familiar and prodigious favourite with every 
body ; and although few in the parish were, per- 
haps, more destitute of any visible means of rising 
in the world, a confident belief 'was entertained 
among all who knew him, that he was destined to 
become a rich man^ — a great one none ever ven- 
tured to anticipate ; nothing indeed could be more 
opposite to any idea of pevsonal graoad^ifir,' Aan 
las small, Aotty round-headed figure, seaosirti i^ 
^ cheehsy mid littife twinldiag eyes^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 



THE CONSULTATION. 



At the period of which we are now treating, 
neither the commerce nor manufactures of Scot* 
land had risen ta that height, which has smce 
wrought such changes, not only in the appearance 
of the country, but affecting the very depths and 
principles of the national character. 

The youth having few means of advancement, 
and but a narrow field of enterprize at home, 
sought their fortunes abroad ; and good school* 
ing, as it was called, constituted the common pa- 
trimony of the Scottish adventurer. As Andrew 
was rendered unfit by his feeble frame for the 
drudgery of a farmer, >his grandmother, actuated 
in her humble sphere by the national spirit, re- 
solved to spare no cost on his education. But 
whether to breed him for a divine, a doctor, or a 
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iKwyety was a point not eaoly determined. It 
presented even more difficulties to her ima^a- 
tion, than any apprehension which she entertained 
of procuring the means. For with respect to the 
latter, her trust in the care of Providence was 
irabounded ; and she had heard of many gospel* 
ministers, come of no better stock, who bravely 
upheld the banner of the testimony , even unto the 
death. She had also heard of doctors who had 
returned nabobs fix>m India, that began as shop* 
boys to druggists ; and of lawyers on the free- 
hold-roll of the county, that had commenced their 
career by running errands for town-officers. 

But as she could not determine for herself, she 
resolved to consult the master. Accordingly, <«e 
afternoon, when the school had been dismissed, 
she went to his house, and foimd him at his tea^ 
listening, with a faint smile that played among 
his features, like sunshine through the hedgerow, 
to some little comic occurrence in the village 
•which Andrew was describing, while sitting at his 
side as a companion, but not at that time a parti- 
cipating guest 

The small room where they were seated, was 
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in th& hinek pirt 6£ the scliooUumse. Behind 
Ae dear; m i recess, sto^ a hiunUe bed, covesed 
with apatdied and qmlted oeteilet, which at nij^ 
Wis careftdly reiitovedy beho^ only used' for show 
l^ d^y. Ftoating the entaraaice^ a mahogany acnu- 
toire was j^Uie^d, somewhAd of an iocorigmous dev* 
gree of splendoiir^eoiQjmried with d^ generid styk 
^ the afaxtmentj mai over it himg a Dutch look* 
ix^-glass; m a gat^y framie of fldwersand gildbig^ 
a considerable mai^^ of die plate bemg adorned 
with tods Mid li^g^ {tainted on the surface. The 
0p of the serulioire, imder the glass, was covered 
with a diuKiask-^towel, and occupied by several vck 
Iilmes neatly boiind, a tall wine goblet^ with a 
white spiral lin^ up the stidk, fQled with floweto^ 
$ad a mahogany tea-diest, with an inlaid likoiesB 
of a clamHshell in front. The window was between 
the sertitmre, and the w^ &cing the bed. It 
eensisfed of four panes, and lodged into a small 
gaiden, riinh wiA* af^lecingy, and other fragrant 
hdrbs and stately flowers. The sde of the wis> 
4ow wa» oecuj^ed withf a flower^jdot cenlaining a 
geranium, round which several botAs lay scattra^ 
^ a Aavingrbox, a rater-case, and a hone Op- 
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posile to lihe inbdow, and n^ar itlie door, stood an 
ei^t-day .dock, idtii b blade ixat between tJie 
volutes on the top, beaving the sreEUknown in^ 
acd^on of the doikUcapttowerg, indicating that 
the image irae meant for €hakespe«fe. Between 
the clock and the comer, Andcew and the master 
were sitting vhen his grandmother entered, and 
she was in iConsequenoe requested to take a seat 
in an ittiguhar dbow^chair, wididh occupied ibe 
cofner opjkxdte to diem. 

^ Pm Gome,^ said Martha, ^^ to ^hae a crack 
wi^ you. about this get. It^s time noo that he were 
iUnldng o^ doing samediing for faimsel. He^weel 
tSirough his fifteen, and I would &kk hae an ink- 
ling gin he be o^ ony ci^adty.^ 

!Mr TannyHlI, foreseeing that the conyersation 
woiild turn on particukors, winch might be as well 
discussed in Andrew'^s absence, suggested that it 
wodd Be proper for Aim to refee. 

^^ Ay^ aaid his grandmother, " tak the door 
on your back, and pls^ yoursd till me and the 
maister hae con»e to an understanding.^ 

Our hero on this hint immediately withdrew ; 
but although lie took the door on his back by shut- 
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ting it after him, he placed Imnself close to it in 
ibe kitchen, from whidi the room entered, and 
orerheard all that passed within. 

*^ Poor lad£e,^ resumed Martha, when He had 
retired, ^' he^s no strong ; hard wark^s no for him, 
and saft^s ill to get. Noo, Mr Tannyhill, what^s 
your conceit?-^I doubt he has nae got the cast o^ 
grace needful to a gospel-minister. James Sin* 
ney, the droggei^tin Kilwinning, would tak him 
for a word o^ my mouth, if ye thought he''s o^ a 
physical turn ; and John Gledd, the messenger, 
mbsL Wilis sib to his mother, ance promised as muc- 
kje i but I canna say I hae ony brbo o^ the law, 
for it^s a deadly distemper amang Mens ; and 
Andra, though baith pawkie and siee, is' a warm- 
hearted creature, and would be o^er scrimp in the 
severities of justice, especially in pleas amang kith 
and kin." 

The master replied, that, of all the learned 
professions, he really thought Wheelie was best 
disposed by nature for the law ; " for although,^ 
said he, *^ the craw thinks its ain bird the whitest, 
ye'^re no, Martha, sae misled by your affection, as 
to imagine that Andrew^s qualified to make a 
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soun ficae the ptdpit ; and noo-tirdKy^ ^^^^^^ ^^ 
he were, a^ thmgs o^ religion hae settled into a 
method, that gies the patronleas preacher but lit- 
tle chance o^ a Idrk. Wr your oye^s ordinar looks, 
I fear though he were to grow as learned as Ma- 
thew Henry himsel, he would hae but a cauldcoal 
to blaw at^ 

^' For the baim^ looks, Mr TannyhiU, I think 
they^re weel eneugh. There may be brawer, but 

■ 

a hantleare far waur,^said Martha, a little tarify; 
'^ howsomever, if it^s your notion that he wouldna 
mak a sincere divine, I would ratlrar see him gaun 
about the fSfurms wi^ Thomas Steek, the tulor^ dout* 
rng at saxpence arday, than walking the dike-sides 
between hope and starvaticm, wi*^ a thin white &ce, 
and his forefinger atween the leaves a^ some auld 
kittle Latin buke.^ 

^^ Your deser^on o^ a luddess probationer,'^ 
said the master with a sig^, ^^ is ower true. Ifs 
a state without pleasure to the man himsel, and a 
sorrow to a^ that see him. I wcndd be wae to 
think that Andrew^^s blithe qpirit was qui^inched 
wi** the tear of mortificatiim ; and therefore, Mar 
tha, if ye would follow my advice, a^ I cw say ii> 



}0t bim ehoose Jbetivseea Mr Smii^ i»d John 

^^ I jttdoiise, sk,'' jfifOied 2MUa^ ^ tibiit bt 
|ias taut ja fii^A^ stonmdi for ^he.diog trade, and I 
£umyMlX:tik to the h^y 

wi^ a portion of perseverance, he may gtow a top^ 
T^sg. dh^radcr. I iiae seen^ Edihbur^, irh&t 
I was at die tCdJfige, advocates proudty he&m 
tlie Courts, that ouild ixckon no liiglier parent- 
age. He baa only to join care to industry, and; 
by n decent ttse o^ die means dxat ProYidence may 
plaee in Ins power, I have no doubt hell reap bodi 
rkbes and jionour.'" 

While Martha was thus drawing out, in the 
pursuit of her olgect, the latent and sfaimbeiii^ 
mind of the master, our hero was liatenkig widi a 
throbtna^ heart. Atihe inendon of the ministry, 
a i£m vision boated before him, in whidh the fair 
form of Maiy Ciuiimngham mas blended with the 
iutcaricHr of a church, and the remembrance of fifty 
psaboB. It was, however, but die passionless as- 
sociation of jfedlings and reoolleedons that dissol- 
ve MWKy^ and ivas last in disagreeable imager of 
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llie green aad yellow gallipots, sores and salyes, 
odious stufEi and bottled reptiles, with which the 
mane of James Sinney, thedni^^t, was associated. 
The chances, by prudence and industry, of attain^ 
ing riches and honours through the lq;al profes* 
Mon, deteemined his choice ; and he put an end to 
the consultation by opening the door, and looking 
in, at the same time saying, ^^ Vm for John 
Gledd's, gMune." 
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Ths&i: are few tlu£^ in tbe^^driU^ini^^ 
dei&d jto philosophy tlum die means-by wUdiHthe 
iMioeftt poor of Seotl^ »e enabled, fro^a diQi^ to 
Axjy with light hearts, strong armsy and brave ispi- 
ritSy to faee the ilk of life, with what they call 
^^ anoi' faiiiilies"'^that ij9, at least half a dosen 
chiMrai. But their general conditioB is contra- 
tite opulencie to what was the lot of old Martha 
Docken, and yet she was oneof acUuiai^MtwiAild 
h&ve spomed the gifbt of cbarity-^of thttt class to 
whom the country still pointe with pride, and, we 
hope long will, in q^te of all the improvements in 
Agriculture, mam^sictuxes, and conmieroe. 

As soon as it was detemmied that Andrew 
should be sent to Jolln GkddX the writer, to 
learn the law, varioua important considerations re- 



ipmeii tir be wi^ iNiighM bjrfaii gMx&aa^eh^Iti 
ibe^firft^btee^ cJoki filled iI^S3I>^i4ttlhig','1fttt»^ 

ledDiidy ^aeoDidiiig to^€ttiR>ffi$ it i«^ reqiuistt^tlnrt 
Aactev^ ^s^li Iil«f^j^V dkflrk; AouM beafiltle^bet^ 
ter cbesMKi tliair Ibitti^^fy $ aMiougb' Mairt^ twi 
8uredJbmth*t^he 'nigged iODttfr 6' the^fflaatimr 
iiito' tf mot i» tbe itoMiV^mftitiage. - ? 

^ lit n toi^^ ^ri^fipeeti^e eontemplailion' of 'tbi era; 

aeired the S^ldiy dodieff i^ Bis &1hat ; . bat kc 
orAeT'to fit faiai^ ihejfr reffmred conjsickrsble idt»« 
l^iflbs ; ai^ 41 conmltfttioii^^ hdd witlir Tb(Aiki» 
&ed:,' tli# tattdf,' 01^ the street ; the result of 
«tlteh wti^ Aftt on d daj setfor thepurpose; ^0- 

niitt, wkk^ Idshuldie, clipping Jock, ortf^cAi^e- 
MMBS^tit Miirtfai^ eot^e door^ with aS the teqtd- 
tit^ iaq^lesteenti of their profesnon: The tailor 
Umie^lf, heiiig^B landfer^ with a dnnm up hg^ and 

' iti^ aiBtilt^'eMned the shears in h]8'left-ha:nd ; 
a^il Jo^5 i Mitk'hnnipuhadked creature; 1)roilgfat 
the goo06 Miind'hiili, bearing the law-board^OTer 
hifr should^. By their art and dontrivancey An- 

' ^teew was-properiy ecfaipped to- take hifir place at 
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^^lin Gledd^s deBk-r^dtm having, cm the first 
application, immediately agreed to ]%hten Mar^ 
t}ia*8 hand of the bpy ; for however strict in /the 
haxsh offices of caption iind homing, he had the 
friendly spirit of the poor man ampog the poor^; 
and was ever ready, to the utmost stretch of Ixuk 
narrow means, to. help a. neighbour in need. 

The day fixed for our hero to enter the w<^ld 
by. the Clachsn of Kilwinning, was the first Ml>A- 
day of May. On the Sunday before, he madtet fait 
appearance at church in his new garb. 

As the yoimg bird lingers about the nest, and 
is timid and reluctant to trust its untried ifing, tba 
fiuicy of the schooUboy, when he is on the. p^t 
of first leaving home, hovers amidst the so^^ea 
of Ins childhood, and wistfully lodes back on a 
thousand little objects, which, till then, he bad 
never thought were dear to him. In the calm still 
evening of that Sabbath, this sentiment pervaded 
the bosom of our youthful adventurer ; insomudi,- 
that when the master invited him, as a UIHiajf^m 
of his regard, to take tea with him, he dedinedit^ 
saying, ^^ I am vera mickle obliged, sir ; but Fqi 
thinking, o"" just taking a dauner round the Cn4g<r 
Lmd parks."^ 



The good and simple TaxmyhOl was so deeply 
sensible of die feeling whicli dictated this refosal^ 
flwt he said nothing, but followed Andrew with 
Mb eye, as he saw him moving away towards the 
Mds. ^ That laddie,^ said he, to one of the 
adghboors who happened at the time to come up^ 
.^^ has mnit in him than we gie him credit foi^— ^I 
wouHna be surprised to hear of him being some* 
thing yet** 

Andrew, after parting ftom the master/ strayed 
into the Craiglandplantations, and kept Ms course 
alonir a path that ran beneath the south side of 
ihe garden wall attached to the mansion-house; 
until he had entered the ancient policy of the do* 

*' Every lliing about the Craiglands betokened the 
disposition of the Laird. The house was large, 
and built at different times. About eighty years 
heftve, an addition had been made, in such a man- 
ner, as to convert the end of the original mansion, 
or ftrtUice, into the principal front, by which a 
fine old avenue qH plane trees was thrown, as it 
were, adde, and another approach was formed to- 
wards the new front, which looked into what, in 
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jOr ftowei'-gKtdeH*-^ IoW*fae«ni itone ^att, 'widi 
rtjttfffectfluiABft^ti^tervakr, stiiMiiidiliglWiiani^l 
hi th^ &ant of wbi<;h; foiA at eticit side, was a gafe^ 
vay , fotmtA hf stutely square ^Hafs, crowned Mstk 
^eulptured pine Bipplea. The plan and atdiitecliiie^ 
tfiou^ in a foxmid, were oertaii^ hi-^oilietihiiig tt 
ar grittMl style^ if not in a good taste ; Wt all Irta in 
a state of ruinous neglect — the parterre wa8-oif«i^ 
giawn With weeds^-^vadt bCatehes^-df nellies 'llttd 
docks fflkd the comers, and rose abo^^^^ in^ 
closing WaQ^-^e pinfHapple heads iflT flerbml tf 
the pillaris lay among them as ihey hadTfiSeli-^ 
and waiihing-tahs^ and coals, and p^&y^eri |fieil 
agaanst the house, under the vety windows oPtite 
diiong-irdom. ' But if the inaiisiion ibdi gconfids 
weie tw^eeted, the wooda Aiftred;li£ilefiMn Aitf»* 
ling the same carelessness. 'The trees, Idb to tfiem** 
selves^ had grbwd into^ev^ possible shape of ficS» 
ti^esque Iu3cin4ance ; wd firrtiinately botib fer iIk 
admli^ of the spot and llie har, Ae Laifd' wouid 
liotsufer them to be touched; and, in eonsaqjlienee^ 
jJiierCTaigland gtoyes were among the mcM hem' 
1^ ift 4ihe w^i of Scotlii^ 



c ' /^i^■{ffr^'>^^ saniitagBdiflldiil auto the die^pMred 

imi^pflvdoiiy k'BBm&degi8ey';pcM9ok of the scdber^ 
otknriBgadiai srw a^^g oatte dirt r m t vista of 
the kndfldipe beyond, as the evemng twilight gra- 
daa%i£Mte&. 'He:ira8:stffi,itistme^a m^reboy, 
Imt he was entering on that qpoch of life when all^ 
tliftiift»*ignate ftdingraf thefapaom b^^ to coti^ 
centrate into passion ; and for some tbat^* by ihe 
gradtudinBtfval of UtfaribocM^Ofews^'hedttid benb, 
in a.MDia0t,MBft rakftein^llitf "Mtogo^-Hi «ituatidii 
mMmkttM^tmmmA }ib«en|AiiigFf<«^ft beaiities 
rf ttaiiffliw- • 

. Afe ft> j io te n tf ito ai g tfwiet an Jit tmitt stgeain, \ 
oTcr^wldieby m tbe gsyet dqra o£die ClMii^iUiids^ 
» - widhw ill Mgw^- ii>d -hHB»t iimmki' hait^ it was 
l0i9g;ifliilBa|f^i and • ptaiAi^' «0p^iod >«» pbM^.- 
O»i4uri|pttnkiAndfi0w ^stfM^ imd finr^ 

fl<a>»4iaM^(mli94nieB$; eraimilMl^tun^ the pc^ 
Uw Fiife iW'tot^ in the eha^^ Mary{)«iiining^ 
huait '«to ^m ^Mb wa&dtig witk oyie^of ^e maids, 
\klSffp0mifim raMmng boine/'to aee^hnn; and' 
MiBpfk^iiMif^^ behlftd^lnii'OO^aered'^ ^yes- 
oiddeoly with her handa^ir^^. Xtls yoq^ Mmcy,"' cried^ 
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he instinctively ; wd die lirely gid^ imcksing his 
eyes, b^gan to laugh and jeer at his new qppear* 
ance. ^^ You may tak your fill p't the night, Maiy,^ 
si4d he, ^^ but it winna be lang^ yell hae't in your 
ppwer.^ 

ii Eh r cried Mary seriously^ *^ whar are ye 
gaun?^ 

. '^^ Vm boun^the mom^s mnniing to John Gledd% 
in Sjlwimiing.'" 

. ^^ And what are ye to do there, Wfaeebe P ^ 
. ^^ Tm thinking o^ making a forton.^ 
. By this time the maid had joined thfiBG^a^d she 
interposed laughingly, saying, ^^ And when, hels a. 
grand man, hell come and many yeu, WsaaXisij:.^^ 
. ^^ O, that wis be sic a whik,^ said-Maryt 

Wh^it more mf^ have ensued, we cannot pie-^ 
sjome to cdiy f^ctuse ; but the conversation iiasint0&*. 
r^pted by the shrill voice of Miss MiqF^heanclcclMb^; 
ix^ from withm the garden, ^^ Mary.Cunniagham,^ 
whar are ye ? Come into die house, and tak yenr . 
hook immei]Hendy T tt the sound of whisht JS^«y 
8kii^>Qd.away, foQowed by die m^id ; and Axdrev^ , 
risii^ bom the bridge retuPtned homc.lo Uaf^ta^ 
mother's ovttage^ ;. 
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Soox afttr ^s fitde inddent, s lease of dmeof the 
Craiglandfannsfiettin; andtheaugmentatkiiiirliiclr 
^e Land feoeisred in l3w rent M die renewal, ftdly* 
JMti^fied ilk sfatter. Miss Mizy, to urge him tocend 
Mary; as he had^originaHy designed, te an Edin* 
buxj^ boaiiEBag-sciiool, to kfmi g^teel manners^ 
and hom to. sew satin-pieces, amkphy on the spin-* 
net^'dia indispensable iiccomplidnnents at thM pe-v 
xiod of«a Ayrshire laird'^s daughter ; and ve do 
me hnasr «duit my essendul improvement has beeir. 
made inr the inrdcv of their education sinoe. 

By thai arrangement, Andrew, dnring 1^ ap» 
pmrtieeshi^witht)iemesscaiger,.BawMarynom6re. 
M«anwUfe, his aseadnily at the AeA waa qnitd 
^templaiy, asweUMtbe determinatfett withwhieb 

c 8 
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lie WM aetoited to aoqnm aloioirle^eof lii»]pro» 
ii»noii-^ jtnowledge it miglit be called of tiie 
law, which condsted met^ in being ablets eopjr 
witb -fidelitir that cireiittous and peijilexittg ver- * 
bottty, ^hich is professedly intended to be cteaver 
i^ plainer thim tKe Ittiigtiage of ^maBBMRt aense» 
He was ako &tii^vdslted fiom all thie Ma of Ua 
own age, for the preieienoe vhieh he gvre to At 
knacky conyersadon of old and original chaiacteou 
it wgnineoknot to. htDn^ WMgwHT loe pntusy with 
idibnr' lio jaidjoyed hia leisoref .wene. ^eeusuul* diot^ 
01* :daft rit waa .enangii:»llwi: diw lalk WM oaat^ 
fuoBT .pkrases^ and.liMir aainds tan aaboi^. tho 
odds-aniaiub of tfaangs. 1B^ dw pe^idiarim^ 
nmur, brwaa-pMBcrved in hja danjian nhnpliciiy^ 
wUh iw awde^ as be often aftemaada said; Itei 
actf/ ^^ Hb memory, Wb^ n wiadem-podE^ . a iboda 
aCi arid. lmiA-kniidfetiea~ehica of . jeifeacnea^ 
andabapil^ref matter, that nalf^ aorantojoian^ 
the rents, in the knees midielfaaw.o^itrsais anJ: 
diffiookiea.'' 

• j^€vant, howexer^ bappaned, 'idttdhx cbangnl' 
Ae praape^ of his pvofrssieiial .eaieor. . Jdm: 
eiaddhidl»sli06k.f€ the frisf^ and wa»oUiiB^ 
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AdnH iq> hi nimin m ^faueriii ifa^ CMC^ Chra^ 
lto l qy Ji%V iii MBlftohi lime mgnM^ to BduM*' 
^•iinbiglir jSMl-fiBicUMriiir^to gathnj diMMv aoioBg* 
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go# iijtfk to-alt^ tlie affeetidiia WT Mr Ij^, 
m^djl (tt>Iiat«r» of k^ repul^dcm Mdgietl eo»-' 
mnoiu^' and who, ^isding lie couM aol obtem hit 
kove oa fitter tecin% had^th^ good mmm to'tittalDef 
li«»'lgft;iSp£^v fit tw^envMipihtt «id kir Jcmsini^ 
nuBL,|ia Ite^iitty mrreapoiidviee' 9iiMQled ; 'tat 
from ^me to time thdy heardof ^gdi odia^ Mdt 
tlw dd wwum vgoioed at the -pMspmiy at bet 
iMce, 4»iit wMitut iUnldiig, titt Jeltt CUeddgs 
fldsfiactttne^ that it.iroiiid 0rer:be4>£ awf ayifl to 
her grindiiDBi. 13Mt'eiiBiil^howeTev,«diieoted4ier 
C9ies.t0iraxd8 Mijb I^Moy.; andik vaisi^diDtBnitiiiiBit 
to soMcitr^hor influeiida vith hav koafaaiid tm oar 
hMrV^Mtalt .. A lat^ was namMvf^mnma^ 

fmH^-n kind, and ooaaidBnite ttfUj'WBmxtoAni; 
hoMusUe alikeftto Mrs Ifiaap'^a japbit aa a^ScotdK 

lidmuni. She inEnriDed Mairdiay that Bfolpaqr 
liadfeln^ &dm llnmttmm aeifiond jman ^ibittthi^ 
hia;mc<tni<ir, Mr ¥dlm^ w/osU macitre AiifaiB^ 
uliiimat Hf iivia^ QMiraBiaiKi; lon^lttaiVtojMDe 4a>' 



> 
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c66t note than h«r mmt eoiild weH aifiwd,' iiHe 
iadoiecl a UH flir tiraity po«&id0^ not ai a gill, 
boi at'tf'l^Mi, to he TepmA- by Andfew wlienever 
he€0iddd9io« 

The »odq»t «f liik firkmAf ttid omiridev^ 
ter w«s ''an taipieioii» omen, Aat evcffy- one in 
Stoneyiiiiedm vegai40d ais li noe^bken of 8oni^^ 
gMmd in the ftitiire Ibrtimes of Andrew i and to 
none djA tit gire more pleasure' than to tlie maa- 
tet^ lAoin our hero hmaelf vaa ^ iiel to iirferm 
•4fiiia great good'kidi. 

^ MI^a^bdtohMr^ WhaaHerMUItb^llfaid 
aHifoodiilaanyhiil ; ^ )m naithev te Abi^^ nor 
in. asjr /thaig d0o^ be cMiepo^a% iifted'^p, or 
cant doirpi, Take anne honest and hottobfride 
purposi inyovr mind, and nudce all year e6dea- 
tomr h^id to Ae attainmeiit diereof; hy that 
ftfll not mly gat fbnrard hi hie, but yoiir^alqia 
^ t 'h ^i#tarly - imd lesDeeted. thouflh yxkut naasa- 
'giBgheikw* Bat^myhaini^setnotyDnrAoi^^ 
m rkiies «i an eod, fant only as a meant^i £ok 
apaaatfafaig^ move sohd to^ youvflel) ^tm^ |rliiatiiig in 
the-fli^toffiinyirhoy mdnifiaraar) haBgiym 
jeu eri| if iibe Mrntuda he dama ihvn yoi&^ 
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tb^ vwjhkh Ul^h& Jt^^y ai^-^ppd^pfis^ faoir i|dH 

tdvice ; and perluips he was the xxme^ iuqmaf^r 

»( inmoft^ widi lli^iiiiUural and habitual cowrae ^ 
Uii4Mn iflifloliatia. . >£^r^th(^h he wmmot^^ 
Siftia$m NeMan, %> im^aftkki lib>b#yb9o4 i(bo»tY 
«qFfthHig ae^vafl^ aaithat phaeagpharVi maJitptiatiBf 

p|0» he V889 nevertheless) in> > hie pwqry ^emfaitifNl > 
inMi i^tieiifittar.gdnus^taQd^M ftrMil^ ne^eit'at 
thai ead^ pfried> a 4<A«weof ]if»>eiidf0x4iift)M^ 
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GHAFEER IX. 



PEEf&ftmATtOKS. 



Jm> MM6t MHDedts* the wnriih trf flteaiiihnlw 
ftrtgnin^ ia !<• partog^ aaite ati|^Mw«r P JnmMiwf » 

idiere tiie mmb ediebrated DoclcHr Zadiaiiidi 
J^cki|^ iiad, some y^etifl beferei^ beeai ^ffoiBUii 
hdpev and Md^eMor* Fw A« B^vii^ead Deeler 

Ibecfti a-t^Unr in the ftfiiUy^ofaii Sidinllw^ 

less waimth of heart, than is nsuaQy fovnd Bmmg 
A0 gtmim^ pMhyftm '^ 4te Seeilish^ihiir^; 
.' In fatf aA^Nia he wapHlqr^apd^^ve^ 
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vifldom. He preferred the formal dinners of the 
heritors, to the sick-beds of the lowlier members of 
his flodc. This was natural ; but he also studied^ 
it was alleged, a Ktde too earnestly, the adTance^ 
nient of his interests in this woitd ; and it was un^ 
derstood that he had only accepted the core of 
the parish, in the hope, and under the promise, of 
one more suited to his habits. He took no paiac 
to ingratiate hiine^ wiih his parish iencrs " h e 
knew few of them by name, and they seldom trM- 
Ued him with their litde cares wdA anxielieB, the 
tempering of whidi, by adviee and consol»tmi, is 
pethafis the best, as it i^ the most amiaidev of all 
a pasterns duties. His deportment and manners 
were, howetrer^ spotless and irrqNNiachable ; and 
the hsMtual respect with which the Seottish pes- 
santry regard their ministers, secvEMd faim aB^lhe 
extemal^deference that is conmioiily ^^id by the 
pee]^e, to a eharaeter which reli^on, tiadilfaii^ 
and pabielinn,' have hallowed te» the nsitimal aflbd 
lions. . . . f . 1 

To a being eonstituted witfi liie. pecttUar hm 
mours <3( 4mt hero^ sudi a man as Deetev Doea* 
deal coiiM notAil to appear in the moat iHifii^reiii^ 



PatBPAKATlONS. €i 

iM^figliti The irk)Ie of Ae ftmed and set-up 
iMonera irUeii^ the Doctor lud assmiied, as pavti- 
indiiiy diga^ed, were diaa grt t ttM e to Andreir^ 
and his shiiewdiiemi deteeted^ faeaeathdie sdcnui 
Afsk dim <x»i0eqiiettdality, a dbaracter idnch, 
iHi aceaunl; of ita awn end^wmtnta and merits, was 
na% enttlied to no estraordiiiaiy respect. !»• 
alead) therdbce, of beiiig impEessed wkfa those 
sfltttuaants of awe and admiiaMii^ wUdi tlieDo>o» 
twioonstontiy, on all oceasHms, end^vouired to in- 
spire^ $soi wUioh, ftem a few of the pttrkhioners, 
he ecxtnnljr sometiiaes obtamed, Andrew was in 
lheprasialae^;eiren before he went to Jchn GkddX 
af aoadnitg his poeipoiHtjr, and this meveisiit dis^ 
pQKtion-iiaa aene weajcaned at the tima^w^en the 
ppaqNiMafMis weie maldng for his- difmrtiiM ^ 
Jjonadon. BKs igrahdmotheiv however, deemed it 
seeeaaasy that he. should paj the Doeler a ftnnal 
yvit^fmoT to his dqparture^ m dDdor to reeehne 
his advioe^ aceotdtaig to a good old eostom that 
had prevailed from time immemorial, and whadi 
mH em bi| praseryed, wiiOe the inaeicoiirse be- 
^een the^muiiater a&d his parishieneiB is main^ 
taiaed oit tine ehriatiaii and preabyterian prind. 



vf 



foot- 

]>Iezioii.^ Uu finluieei, ' the dfeot^ faaUtuol^ «I|l 

llMMMr liii&Binidi^rcmid dbim iir;tlid Keel,*, hmsiedfr 
0l^th^lw«Mlr:dktjr, «rf 2iii^¥Me^ipp«u9MMe bat 
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* Andgev, m:imtmbg tik^ Horn^ m&e k^mh 
wMk hig head for a bim, and fto^d fiir aboiii « 
laiiPffeeMdiii^ UftJbl A liigrli^iid^ wd lookiBg 
jKmad the walb iisd teiriirds the^ ^Stitig^ iUMtuig n 
yi^meiitigfy -giitfdli t^iviMb Ae B9ctor,~i4(o, to»* 
Ml.Ujr'U9 eiiflriafce^a«eiiitd l^Wiii^M^qpeetiiiliM 
rf-flopie- ^imwuwfiitiott ; tweigg^ himemr, tlMMt 
jAoiiteir Waft not indisicd txr «peak, - ib& Doetav 
«ril4 ^' W<^ Andreiryirhii ta yjnxr taogmiMi^istii 
me?* 

<^ My granme seiA me to lett yim, dr, that I'm 
giuiH to Lonon, to leant the law there,^^— was the 
90:i^^}Mta»A*$trhi^ die Deafen rfor by 

tfaifi tiine Mb eyes had aiofttied on the dal-plate of 
afaeisSttsMa^i watch, irhNifaiuig oirer the matttk 
piece.- " 

^ .Aiid when do y ou go i^ hiquired the DtK^oK 
^ ^^cAj fiocna as my geamde can^get my Ul pads a' 
dodB ¥eady5^ said Andrew, in the same earelee^ 
aiid'awkward maioier. The Ztaotov then refoes^ 
edidm to sit down, and Andrew seall?d hinwrif 
en ihe dw neacK^st the deor, 

« 

^^ I hope,^ said the mimster, *< yim will do yomr 
faidMTOur to give sstjupfaetion tx> your t^i^hiyeK.'*^ 



« An I dama do thai, what will com^ -o*' me ?^ 
mm the answer. 

^^ You must study to acquire respectful man^ 
|ie»8, and to behave properly towards your superi- 
ors.'** Andi^w made no reply to this,butraisinig his 
ciyes, wi4^9 o^ taking his seat, he had cast down- 
wwd, he looked'for a nunnent at the Doctor, who 
iMstinued^ ** Eor you must have often li^tstd it re- 
maihed, that a man'^s maanets oominonfy make \6a 
fbrtcme.'' 

'* Atweel I' should keri that,** said- Andrew, in 
the most indiiferent manner-^" for it was aye the 
first copy-line that the maister set, when he put 
us in sma^ write.*" 

' The Doctor's countenance was a Kttle trouHed 
by this reply, not only on account of the wordsj 
but the manner in which it was saiS^ and he're- 
flomed with an accent somewhat approaching to 

« 

seventy. 

^* I have heard that you have good fiiehds to 
take you by the hand in Loi^n, and it is weH 
you are so fortunate ; for I doubt, young man, 
you WiU need all their assistance.^ ' 

The cheeks of Andrew flushed fixr a moment at 



dpis. abiserTj^tu^ and. he ig^ difirfed a gianee 
firom under his hroirs towards the Doctor^ irkm 
cc^ituiued sp^akk^gy his voice gradually tiaing in« 
to the. ton^ of a lecture. . 
, '^ Hitherto you have he^i hut on the. tbtesbdd 
oC ^e^ ^(Hrld^ and you hate ei;pe9Wioed none 4)C 
its ^^U$cult9est y^u, will HSlidno^ that maitfciad 
are» ingeneicaly ati unfiiendly race^ aiid diat in: 
Lnidon tlv^ 9^e .yery diffeis^t fir^m ywx' xmAe 
{ziends here in Stoneyhol^d* There the m^ifstm^ 
fill look proudly down on the poor^ bestriding the 
path, to prevent new ci^ididates fipni: shwij^^with 
them the vantage ground of fortut^."^ 

^^ Gin they^U no let me bye, I mauu:^ to nml 
tlirou^ imeatih their lei^B,'^ sfiid Audrw^ »kler^ 
rupting the oration with a sfy indj^eremiy^ ?whick 
effectually disconcerted the reveflsnd Doptor, wUo, . 
taking up the book from the tab]j?, siud« in a tone! 
equivalent to a dismissal, ^^ I wish ymk^ ywig, 
man, all n^anner of success, an4 th^ tb^ hltms^ 
G^ Heaven may prosper^ yom? uwdeir|akiy>gisu'^ < > 

^^ Tm very niickle obliged to y(>u,^ relied; An* 
drew> drily,' «nd 0£(»^ tl^e 4<Kff «t:;the paise 
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Martha, when Andrew west hcase ^^tfi^^fliffid9]r^ 
. ^ I fimejr* bft^ gkd liae Ms biMlaptt^'^^ said An^ 
dvew* >t. fli. I>i>thiBki»g h^- no timt werf 
^Bmedin te^firifc'O* Losdmi,^ nuuir dMm^myilel';' 
fiir he woaU baeigatt ttie^tro^ l3ilit<^l)iw4koA!t 
«L4iieii.hQfMl^to dkS^the likeo^'n!e,.«ad'4te(yye^ 

- .Duiaig Ili0' alMMr imiaiiider (^ ^1^ titticHbe' 
vftsAtA'SfUmefMrn^ he wfeeKiM; as^lire pmodtyf 
Ma >dtfppttfM^-ilMf. nettf) 'to -atlad^ Mtm^'tnore 
aad/BiaM^ to Ac^'^Hfesenl'gaffett and^goodtoi of 
ike TJOagev and to enjc^ their peeufioritieg widt 
a keeser rel^i than eiF^. His litde attentions, 
m^iim MBpect^ gaive «^d^ree of eclat to l}ie verent 
0$kk TetfKdYal, wiiieh could hardly^ have beenex^ 
jgjNitedio^ attend the *tnmsit of one so young, and* 
60 slendoriyeonneeted in the parish. On^ther 
etn^BHig innnediately befiire he 8et.out't)n his 
journey, a nmnber of Hie fiomer lads, whor had 
been at the master^s school with him, came in to 
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« 



Ilie dMutt to Ilid him fimwril, Md » Ikde d^ 
irnBy in conaeqaemee^ atouck up ia SiUfedeCB Chip- 
yitt'spiAfio. Wiih ti^ firiaidliBetB Md the gvMU 
fauttour dT tile pttrty^ he ^ae evidently mudi de^ 
lifted ; but n^dd mut^ wha happened to look 
hi ^pm l2ie plef f ^fiaid) ^' tha^ WheeGe took it a' 
«s^aM of aopie d^grcse i'^-Hi xemarii wfaidi ina«f« 
leriFiBda xeiBembeml^'anclB«[> the ciodit ef .die 
aagawiione ebsarv^, wd whiidiy although theae 
^OBhi^ te «0«9Ht nwpaatiB&hurt almiiecJK iAaMeir's 
iliamniiMdnif woadd^intipi^ limt ht <SEibMmaMim 
l»nge» IwhuHJl^^ tha<Miwr^#haa aa ^rniyamOM 
attfaaliM^ * ^It^la/a» ^faUoaophaiai iJumma^ : ta 
iMiaSgMlia pa^^MavieeC <fca>jwyah-<fcgf<flii^ga 
iaj^ ^o ^eaily^ dla a eiM ed4MPatt;e»<ii urf j^jbafc :* 
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CHAPTER X. 



DBPAETHRS. 



/ 



/ Ik 1^ abniiag <ni irhidi,ei]r haao wmto ^i. 

a ]mg adiett to bis luitm Yillagje, he v«8 4iiwafc» 

Hod stbring wUh. Ae linrk. It wm iJevt 9fe e£ 

flttmmer, and tbe weadter mrnldmi $mdb(tufi^i&ik 

Tike flDK^ rose fiom I»s gKnadmother^ ! jc^^paiMg^ 

te^^nuf^ as « ooiimn, aad sto^d oyet it like- » 

liigh-qFreadiiig tree, hmg befi»e the sys^toms of 

Iiousewifery appeared in aay oiher cotti^e in the 

Itamlet ; for the Glasgow carrier was to pass at 

aurasise, and Andrew was reqoeirted to be in lea* 

diness by that time to go with him. When tfach 

carrier stored to call him, he came iastaintly out 

alone, with his box on his shcmlder, and the door: 

was immediatdly dosed behind ; no one saw Mar^ 

tha till long after he was out of sight. The mas- 

8 



ter> who mui aludii t& ^nvoy him a pairt on hit 
way, was the &nit wW tinted her, «id he found 
ImAtdsig witli ^JHtile^m httplmee, it&pbghap 
(q^eetadea: iheireirare^^^bDpB ifti the page, wfaidi 
lAc^frad iiiai htfi idiiiiiaed ^ne glasses. 
'. 1ft' g^ii^ alM^ the^MM^ sev^l ef the fandi 
«itb ivteM ^d^nArew hid^^t the ppeee&ig eireii^ 
Higw^' steaiKB^ fM^^ and of dtf kaas wUohi 
^mtk§tmai(^iiihi^ hmAaa aa 

pi(yQ^ijii^5 1^ fllMMfelMida iviA 

Hin 1111^4^ paMtfl) W^ii^:he'ivi»i]U letiim tifdfr 

aw ^^^ltete ' ^ the-^^^ifti <rthleii 'eaManecl dl hia 
adMl^iyMai 4t]# mm)io4 tikeiiMi efa liag 
giM^afa,^^wlttite, the M^^^Mn^g^ bdnid tba 
iMSii fmsiSfltMsAy'wA tka tpaods tttd SMuM the 
em^^MH, fl^ MiM^^&ttii the ttaiw. At this 
s^iMT ^ yenmg ad¥^^iftt#«r j^Mued^ aad^ ledked 
MKft ;^^-^ fteft^thmiftt <^ ev^^^mssmt his hofea 
ar^t^'tsaeiiept; hi|t a nukbesr >o£ gqrraxid:dieeiw 
M i a i a>li is < im a;qidaaeeJ the iBottie^ laimj mbbA 
liPiaidutb -dteiwrniB^ ^/ it^s ji hBdwsenier place 
yttr^ itai ite ^nhiag ii hMyhe m wBte/fasfiice 
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VU mfi )m bowy «n99»: mA 9»m:}9§mf m tfai 

1 .iVfiiefr Ibis, he ooAtmii^'W^fftkibeii^f Ai^cM 

18 ranembecod of th# Ttetmxd&f t£f]miMB»fM 

li^ipa^eci, ^ die Hi|^ Cl»«*^ .«2iiip]Mif^ 

b^ipt laad*-TfHe hid op^^^pwlr. o'^^k-^fH^ p^ 

thdiigh:it im a dsy tint id0gse( j^F: piAtipg 5q| 
flair ^oDguas cmty and hk xm^ im fittiiL^ mitlfSi 
taa considafaUe iaecease baiiihnbi iuscbolfc Ml 

the gudewife bade And»w At in and partaki) b«t 



tUmg^^imi Mr »ai»:|ililfla> muixttvm dfary mhm 

iMi^sid^iJie jCfiltege; itfgiteati a-spoie' iipnif 

ftittpp«iifi§ ecA «aA4)Mt brMV ^fiftuUUMiilai* 

it<^i<pkqipiii#idiiliiii^t9^ MraiuakAiim^mm 
iM^Mirev^iiiiMa immmIoii^ ^ limt jre fiacbawai^ 

y wi ii j cA dto^|4wt»d<«rtd>^i^e4ic>k(^><d^ tame «A 
h^r jdly and marmolely «ciKfr<$ttg t^die ukrioM 
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ouV^w. %&d item ih his cl^ 
vmta» diK^k*eMuer wT.teeih orrdAV on ^ dwh 
liMi^***-^ Ye seem to like ^t kiiid.oVl»ejid».i&ii^ 
drew,' mA Ae.ra^iamH^^ Alued^^ qoo" Jiei ' ii^ 
:6I^M to tak,' tad wtVdurt; lie caB^i$mitt»:^^Q^ 
-•«»* «t M'wi- tke gre»te$l. iQdiulr|£ ; ^ )8ndc';w}ije»4ii 
vas satiafied, he jset back his chm^ ti^iifisiuiim 
cba]iila4ug, in afcee^ Mss M^\ic^!r.lhe\mj^^ 
nMkraCr a^pr^F^ eUbriy iir^mm, cdMoierer £m 
0O(; i^ ,ts]l iikoit^ttiie <^d6dc> vhlan^'heihSaei^ttd 
]]£kti^ one .of the.caniHea,:6ai^ VM]staQte\^£iedi 
A% FE aw to Biy. bed:; &»: I X[^fm:lm upHasftiti 
ikerEdUpbu]^ .earner Jdie lE^nefi vmjmg^ 
flmgh.^' di^-^Whar am I to aidOeS^^T-l^lM^ghl 
stie wonhl ha^e al deet:«t lt&«^S«it irluai A* iaoa 
look Um wi' aiiother .light p9 ilie i^anttigar'siatiaii^ 
Mt Fieudfi, ifaat wm o' thejoonqpiMqrt ^.Aecpt^ 
obsexrant man, said, ^ Yon hid^s no ^to b^^faopgliS^ 
a*^I{e']l hsani .mair hatrat vlielj^i8» ; ^^MJd if -he 
pmsne&.hia ain end vfi' hiomaly^iaSodiaeuIklleitt 
ib&i ave o^ At worid aa.ho mam: toifiad^at^gfPK 
teii» Jht'll iM^^ ^ Ifsnldoii, wr7<fii9[.eliber pbve§| 
Bfa«rm bialot may be ca^""*": . 
ii JBy tbbiuseoimty^ii w<ndd«ealfyjedMhat J|Mi» 



iwiin bib misee; Mid pmbbecl a sensiifcitm^ ^td 
ht ^Amgovt. It was omaialy, htp^ei, idt smit 
at would :luTe^ lied any ofie to sruppdw ke'irmli 
evter Beoome a farotirite witb die ^leganV^aad^ 

^' On tlie'fl^iri&g m(Krtikig, as he said fc&fi[«^ 
% ^ tile -fifaribgh o^ diy,'^ he was mdimted witlf 
fab ^ pack of aods'' cm the top of bB^ oiP the 'Edib^ 
|yi]zgh'^C8rts;'8i]idiii due thhe, in^e afltei^i»M^| 
teached Linlithgow, where* i!iecanterftsto|»p^ 
^ lithgow'lbr wc&y and' Glasgow' ftNr beUs^^ is 
a aayi^ diat^iaw^iscfaoaibGyB in Sco^bmd have 
Mt "hewrdt; and Andrew was deeply versed ill 
tikiae honodrribfe taeadttions which e^alt the aIEb^ 
tiionrof Scot&Bh patriotisim so highly^ 'that, even 
with Ae «|iaesnf manhood, the Scotchman is rate^ 
ly to be found, who, widi aB diat laravei and ex- 
p^enee^teacK to the cbntnay^ wiD not ccmtcbd 
fyr the superiority of the national monuments of 
Bis rmdre laU*-^ say nothing whatever of the 
superior excellence of her institutions. ' In Ani 
Aew ^doB /paslfadi^ wi|a de^ly itn|ir«ls6ed ; and, 
trith mngled! s^tiiieieiit$ of adtiiSflition and sm^ 
fow^, heicontenvplated Ai rbim of !the royal pa^ 
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liee>.fmdiiupocl)efl ihfldik^ufetad'lQiiiitBdm'^^ 
gMTt tise talfce thjlae qaoted;^ . LudtchgiMrf m 
il8 day> was the VeesailfaB of Scotland^ mi tks 
Cftur^ whMi xesiibd tdiere pn» toetthe B«ftrBn» 
tion, was justly esteemed at the time one o£'l3iB 
g9y€N»t' in l&aropei H«lyrood^siid'g|Jttiiij| sliiia 
]lMef(%m&id m An ^r^iidioetfeCiibe'CCftimiy^ 
1^ tales' of diprk ositfiafacies, aoad bcU^ad^cot 
tMve9; bttt tbe-'ioiiirtesies oS clindiy'anct'aaBg 
ipe ftasodmoArwitii Eis^Kiiifoin 

YfiOi idldww wiH^ hOTeru% Kxarid v<iKr[skir« 
0f 1^0 Bflao^ nt eM wmsaa, idto Jiappcbfi^aift 
tbe tfanr'to^ lie >^«ii^vvifir a huge rUijvjflndi^i 
«Met tieO^^tp H^ dai#i«.iii'J^^^ Mdj 

f^ Jiefy lad, wmdd jwvriikeitersee ihr^iittF. «id 
ihfi JSiagB tismr Tkik^nimmy knpiatkiii dw 
Attdxew wia nobtlMi iir& fattaawtorjimt^;: Imi 
htSmt inijdffDg hfamdf^ fas iiufuizad idiat di9 
aigbt wodd coat 

<^ Ye maun gie tt» tw^enDo, Fae wiannt^'^ 
aaid the w.emUQk 

'' 'PiMd Q^luekyr rq^ed J^idrew ; «< fbeb 
aiPdtMr;«iBi^air^«iojB9i|iaiitad« I'll gie yan ti»ial 
Se«iiiea» gw y^)ih0 1# tab il» a&d ye ha^ 
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d^; for Fm gaim oat o' the kintra, and ye'U hae 
nae chance to get either pladc or bawbee frae me 
rfyour dnys,^ 

After^ some altercation Andrew was admitted, 
and sat himself in the y&j seat: where the gal- 
lant andxmi^ttimS^ used 
to hear mass ; and he saw also^ widi as idncere a 
fti& in the troth g£ the ^Mqr as any boy of hia 
'$gp dbi in the age whte it happened, the chapek 
iUm ^heieifisB af^^aAidvof St Anistt^ wafjoled 
ifm^XimB bmm ^ai$t md. etku^mgi^ ^iUkii» 
Maik»MSmtSm^ihkweii0tfn ceased te d^hna^ 

immj snbmrido^ aait^iveae^ by a beauliM.idcbd». 
•fjr,t ittr mnisoty M»f natiMai dUsgraee aosl mtsIM 
t«me»iiitb'iM(fteBof ndlwmLp^^ that iendrto 
idtCt^tttfoiAeeneigiesofpattiott^ ^ 
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0raad0i» at IJtt)iiligo# av'4kii^ 

ware gwAdy MgrncBted, iiMd^ atdan e«fyl»ttf' 
Bnt dair^ hi^bilMld tfeCaadetifB irtwtfgliiMife 
above tke ttttMif tiiat ftialadtnnmditet^od^ 
Ihit instead ti mdiilgiiig Us'eaxiMitgr wben her 

gaged a portar to eflrrjiia box, and to^oakidUelt. 
him to Leith, where he was llurt dajr to adbarkift 
a London tradar. Fortunately tfie yesael was not 
to sail tOl the erening) and this tdlowed him sere* 
ral hours to inspect the curiosities of the dity« The 
porter who had cwried his trunks on understands^ 
ing his intuition, offered Us serricesy bat ihey 
were decUnedi and for two reaMnsa ttw prindpal 



s»)amu»i« > Si 



lU8 .pus ;jRad the other, becttise lie ms a h|(^ 
bpda^ny. that thmi^ht Macaftma :More a.^^tnim 
ma> than Ncbochadnewair^ 

dianicler^U & ]i9^.pi«ibaUa^Br this opbiioti^ for 
W0 faoteMsvOwnivkxril^ d^ jmyJoav 

by vf£m^g d» Hi^iinder^a giiidancie ; hui; .uiM-i 
flitiBg thejdiffiaKeiit parta of the Old Tc^ the €a» 
t|K)pi!ff4J^|poiMt acH^«t^s<ifliii4^^ 

illd.i|g tbifi F4tji?hi»gh faoya aisetotJ^ iiNcUn^ 
lA xoiis^bifif thasL dbair iCOAtomi^oEaxiel el^ewbane^ 

Strict: adlM^eiiGe to truth, or 1^ u^^ tiep^T.Ql^ia^ 
^igfKtPjSatlmiiithe^^ HoieBY^^^llftneTerthe. 

J^,t^;^MdU>^ryJ<Ba #|aQbfi4i«S3f N?<*^ 
m/p§(^jf^^ haviiig «f#pi|ed i^»»^ m tliat reqpec^ 
hft#»4db*i. *Sp^feHis^»t^r iftod i' ^^IJI,^ by 
ii|yM» Jia l(Nh f^cd i4aiiey, mltifia^ for h^. i^t^ 

he i^uld gp baC^.a|piN:j4^iM^> he j»^ two^ la^ 



Maiy CuTiTiinghain, apd«g»:d64iwff^miiiliMrrf 
the; bosnfimpsfilHMil wiete aWMa^igt^iwyhoteii. 

Andvcnv; lor ait jifMMa^Mai-i^f^ '^hf ed 
•ddhsMfd fenp a bct^'sa fiiaa: wuL finitkandbit i bya 

wami^> I^aifr £tae thejStoaaylMt&i W Gteiggofir 
mi Jdhttfif €<»iteiit» ^ehrty ami «$«0r biiai^in' A^ 

«wl Ma«]F Iaiigfaji^> tiiTi^ t^Nd^ ^wcmiaii^ 

But to this Mary visidd^xk^Skmi^effyi^a^ 
12^ ^^ 'Wto^ar«^^^c^^4o^99bA»igll h»(f^ 

*^ To Laadon, WbeeBe4'' exclaimed M^ry idth 



aBTITBirBGH.' %ft 

BO ye haena made your fortune at YSimiaumB^^T^ 
ABABlii<^UWi^ ttdr k)dkea lib teply. 

Wftte feeie^tfflidfe thy pattcH ; Mitty knglmy 
g<il5f^«Aiifag<>y,yfea$rffAJ ilttq ph My» indvtd tlnS 

iWtflc«(l iStmx tim^ j^Me^ be pMttlBd, aoad kvofe 
^iMKSc-; ]ll![ai:y^ irt'lie^Mli^ tfamr, 490 IdcA»d te-. 
h&itfy ^^ ge^ii^ lijift, lM«eiI Ker Htod wa^gqr 
aM'trimnp6aHt nieftffic^. 

Andi'eif, a^tfou^h' sfraHgely ail^tod by the 
fliglit (^the toweriBg Ulyf&at Masyhad grown, atti 
ofetfc or ne by hei^ sprigMiiiifti^, wacT ddt^Med' ad: 
lA^ viVid'reeo&eeiSfitt w1j1(e4i 8^ Bi^diiMSdr to i««m' 
di^lJie pry^Spd m(ftid^ an 

slassie, was assodifeeel in fete reooQ^M; It did 
net ap{)eff^ to h^ tbat her bMi^rw^S^^enitiittiesrelc^ 
idth any scorn ; onf^^A^ contrary, itliftd'a fliveof 
dfkmdtiess^in % wbfi^b a youttt^seYent^ (5<cndd 
n«^bat enjoy witb someAShg affiled to hope and 
(Seabore; With a bw)yant%oi$6cn, ^ ti light 8t% 
he^i^€ia%i6^w)^ ifome£at(s 
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of dflartiiqr* 

Ukemit gg Jhe pMiiwgf f n»iw was todnMiMly 
afflieted nith.vlfeti^ JJmi»tVm^ oittr '^ di&i|ii^ 
.V0W Bmribeatiflii,? tiwl»b&4»iilcl naitaiie^na il^ ;: 
bit alfll iliare waa BtaMidHi^ ao^ua^ IB the^ 1^^ 
Iter in ▼faidi he.horejHa flvrflmr^, l^iot il at once 
aaiiiiedaMdintnB^tadfaiafiAlow^paa^ Tli^ 
Mm, hf huL apfmaon^rtiiat he Yaa^fiidy p^mfif^ 
qaimtr; Ixiy ; biii die adl^weiii^ t^ 
oed in tbejiuleryals of the^paladyy sliairod iba^g 
thou^ clad in^ hodden^greyt ho waa. njDi aaiipely 
Iliads of rvurti^ aNff.' Hf^}K>woiw« took: no part 
is.thooMYacMljjiaii j^ jmdtb^Cfa]iiMrdP.hi« beards 
Hens aaad sagM^ vas ahMy fooaedfioia Ub kpki(^ 
apd j^e aoaobariii-vJhiidi horaat'abo«( hia Ufdch 
oSicQtt aadic^^bf aiC(A»Ma?viitian on ^ 
urbkh was e«ea^i|bigly ^.hiird ; ^^ i^s. vex; good,^"* 

: Chi; Ao dfy Jit^ r«$^^ Thamogy hk 

* 

sii^aaaliiiAflP aw^h 4d9ti9^^ 
tor into dit huaaovura q£ Us (»;iQ{iain9ps^ and^an^ 
<q;|Kn;ti^t^ ^Dd^mgrto'dieH dio is-- 

repressible drollery of hia character 
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IfaJMlJiihA I'fhMwHi^kiliiiwriiriifi^TtfuiirAi 

▼irtijiitt**^ iiMiii, iiiwiiMiwh,:-^wif hr tmm-'gmBP 

Ijiiiwmli Aa tifek^'V^i^I iane.Mn yds ten 
%t^4«L:y«terjdba«Drt«9l^^ y« f^^ifite |tt 

^sii^'MfiAtilb^ ^ri& tte nb^ TilififiMMH ■rtimii 



iwiU'Mwi 111 iiMbii|iiiyv>i>iii[ JiMiihu^uflihiitaiHr 
jfi wMii — fchg ■ir|ituli>iiiiii iJgulidiutltLtoi 

lidrdMilrjr faty^ jni Mt^kii niihwrtinii o# iHunr 
nuf^tbethekst^ At last, the student^ lUviDftjfdif 
dUi t9^B8irtn|iir Ub a^ Areatvoed tb sb^ An- 

iQMSMi^ifllir gbrye«ttilDi nwi ftr ^^hat Farsqf^ 
ii%p]ak{pr ye profetjbtfefe'tlMf Xioidt (bM;^ yw^ 
no a taifiir ;i ioii^ iaminM if to%e isM d^ 
■ana' iflpa^ioHik;^ £frt«lto t» A^ff^mnB^ oeuifpa&y, 
ifie»»llid^i»«ts|0iealbNi«O'lik^ Bi^if9«|i 

yaa9^iftHty4Bid'>i£ the ku? b' Ood bag an^^ ydv 
m* ahanks like eUwanda, and ama^ fingers to ^ptfA 



it'' 



T)ie sliMfeiit, under Im ibppery, was not desli. 
ttfle tf aeiiie^ and by tlw Htdedeflciiptive toudbes 
SI ilm hfit senteooevSHqpeatiBg tbat Andrew ii»t 
nM iii% «e»o«i8j ^idiaYwared to torn the taUes. 
Bot oiar boo wm mefe^wa his mattii irt faantor ; 
and befeie the 'M^<#tdi^ ^Mjr^ had so nised 
hiiDSslf m the opinioii of his fi^iefw^passei^^, 
that thejr were univsMai^^rf opinioB be waaeai^ 
<nikted to make Mi way in London with grM 
a9oo«s^ivci#a^.ci|iliriiilU •rinind'ii«f^':ind 
l|iiN|ioliisfroplai>li^joMfc 1^ • : 
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doeted to tlie.kinw^^«f:^9eMaii» Mi«4^flP^ 
wkere haiviiig receive a note to Mr Vcifaun, die. 
MiKckor, nitk wlioia hut kosbond .k»d f^mAui,. 
Um a sitiiatiiNEi, lie neat immediatdy to delmr 
it. It Was ratber adiwntiqKHia ftr iNie so fiesk 
from the ooontty to attempt^ on the first day, to 
find hk iray in London, with only ^^ agnde Sootdi 
tongue'^ finr has guardian geni; the conoayicttpc 
was what mif^t have been aBtid|iatsd. He lost 
his way, and w&A wandoring :tfaro«{^ tike bdbj* : 
rinth of streets m Mary4e-bene, see^eingras.ilk 
were, an outlet ; his heart ahnost periahing widHKi 
hizn. In this diloBMBa^ however, he met wiA a 



.J 



8» 



liidy f^iil « year faefim, Mom taken kta' U» 
UBde^s (»iuijfaii|^jbmae in die €ily> and 
to be in^idiat part, of the town on biniiilsa^.dlejr 
aqdde^tally'met.. -The Joy of tUaeMoooter'iraa 

Cliadaa was |pro3ni>|pfiy andtelelpmt]^^^^ 
yfi|th^ dseaqr aii4 iiodiibDi^en, tojfiippaiy, fir Jw 
uade waa lib ewd a irtMriii1gq»t 'i» hi w »itiit a itg i CT « 
fiBik;< bitJbe ini fitiBtlrt^iairtifiiTir "iiirtawilii^iMil 
Wffa[i4ieai««41ad»jl^^ eidiaa 

iitqffiwacanoe og charaaler tcaddbejaare attadiig 
tlifia^ipfaa* Ihne <tiif» adi^ a lil eH wif piaaeiM^ 
sho^ liaads'witk Aodrewv asd wdeomed lite ai' 






u«der. the fflqaijHigiigiow^ ^ i#C/^ ^ koal 

xam^ lor lioursy tUl I baUere my bead's no right. 
OdTarieertfTl-iraaiia iwjy to 11$ down ^T^^^ 
bad it no been fo; jbtfane^^ 



rtidjrto ciqirfe inAi langbl^r it tfa^ tissebifiti^ 

Mary <3oin i« » e(y^ lA.-'^^^'Mk-vTMKr^Ief 
flMBj^t I hid ^1^ hf tt^fet-^Nt, di^ deiisenied 

otfkrf ; «Bd*y^ ten Imyre^ kii lOil^^g^ki:^ for gcufr 
filibr iik# ym. &u^ 3r<9«iiaiitli ti^ libcfvr tub. -dft^ 

queer school-fellow, did not much relish the idei <&f 
iiuttfa^irM W AAgOSu^ figtfre iii ^ i^^^et»; ac- 
inrd^^l;, wtett AMfy iKm«^ ft!M? BfWd/ Hi? 

flitted « MMh ; bift, tli^ viq^g iki^ MffieUr 

FK Ml)e ft nl^ iKi^HHee | ftr PUiie lidd%d(yiv^ 
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lie ^Ni»>mt(dl£fltf)lf 4^1^ iiiHi ii« bfti^ 

tDTir 3pxwk ; «0Miliii^, nAmNiit'eAiMii vMiii 

ly out, and 8%ping ito^itt inla^ AiP4£^ 

'dM im890t:fi»id)n4 and k If^riaB^lmWiiffMidr 
film lie Iiiid:ii&fli4ied 4«draiR*td afighb > 
r'g!liareirtt&ac4i(eifc^ 



'm ike nwuittr m -whkti tliift^:aiifW€ir:iriar. given; 
that encowntged the eoachman to enforce his .d6» 

Ittild.m^i^ :ie#»fel]f> 4^ .' ' 

:.^IteBly#«^ mm^ fSmiiVnoxt^ye^re:^ mfffy 
tfl^^What the deevil, if a firien^ hire a chaise, Uitid 
f^ ifte a "burl, apt I to' pay the hire ?— I neVer 
hmi o' sic e3it$y^ii**-g6 a1^ik^:wi!,you, m«i.'' ' ; 
. iTdiu had tome i^eKi^ of huaitnir hinuielf, and 
^fktjfvA atiU fiffther wtth the a^^prehensions of our 
lioao^ aajoDg, he di^oiikt p4y fer'hxs 'fHendy aail 
flltilir^ aftevwiods ivith him. / ^ 

^^ J£n ill gettbg a faredc aff a'H^^amnaiH^ 
Oatr^aal^faigs fime iKat Jealdggit: ifamaga^ 
Cbalie PienMiy who had ne'er a doit ifiat cBdim 
horn n hoile in his poucb' !-^I kern Um oV weel, 
to let his' score gang tb my ]»wki.^^^NO) my lad; 
HjBl of^BO u«D^to az^l VtasgA'irS ike. I^.nabe 
boir wowH out of my ahilMngs <myl»^ ! and as^I 
fuid before, ye jpamm jmt gaiq; ydvr ways, for 
soot nor lot irill F^^D^N^a^' ^or th^ Vkk =6^ j<nx; if I' 
Aould l)e daioB^B fMr'i, mChich is amiciOe wonl'ifor 
liie tarioy ;'' a^dirith &A Im* walked briddy up; 
the steps that led to Mir V^tteqii^ chambers f 
whfe thecdachnum motnted hjg boK^nmiing'with 
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IflfngfateTy IHce ite ii!iQ4ade at Kflirjttmii^ii^ 
aj^at; itf Jbi£te9riiftdrw 
: Mr YidKw waajaii4diU^ acftite) .mm! wtellligeiil 
llHm^of bosmes^ m>l|ie{p»meo(ii£^ active, gim^^ 
tteanud^^^^and^dec^^^; Tte tnement that^lie east 
bk.^e;^^our hero^ lie pesreeived Ii^ ymmm^^ 

Mffmmc^' Hia kiowl^dge of the world liad iii« 

W|9miui;dapMrlnH» ilfi?lrjg^anicter# 

are of ll]£ most inyaluaUe As$mp&on\ aacT^ar 
^MwequcBc^ mueli to.tiie amaMiaMt^rf seretal 

tuouft glances aside on liieustri]igetf,^as Aqr ^e9 
Aej^eoiiiddiBi ^piHa»' he wmm0i laUi^itiiii ittmisCud 
eefnpUa%r../.. . .) . . . -* .'.iro") -:: f.. •-. 

e..:^l am tery. ^«d you kA¥e eotti^- Had^Mr 
\(elb«^:.^Vlarik tt ium t^ tiioMvi^drl'^aGMyf 
Qoi ^u :iiin aocmi:!!^ ' '^ 

.i^ III nor £n^ in. the eiidfiavo«ir»^ «e^liddku 
dz^it; .^^:1iat;if Idiwia at ^fc oottie^t^ to year 
eqpectatio»/i ye maua. Just bear m¥ si^'ititt ^ taj^ 
'^-Kflooidit'Jil.dieivaA:'* : . : -.^ .i^ ^v:>/ * 



fl CHAPXBir XII. 

you iQi^ i^lr tdb. yoior {dam. at ifiir deik.r 

tj^^sl^ % IW^ by kMto^ oLysd in caaiiifptatm 
K^^IfiHy'^ t^ I mifW beA ^aifter die.ttt:paob 
if 3!^ ^a^ Wferp 4«rfc fjl W iri? y»u^ iiowu 

H^^l^lit^ 9«ti(^M;^<«y nie^iAniii Jieliadl^ ^h^ 
W4 SfVbq^ iiA(pB»0biidy alao lay Aq JBtde espik 

flfi^ tl^^ y wc aade d fybiL coi^flsnoe tD^tlMr hmiac^ 
off %]M^ QiAmdo^^ whom 1\^ Ipdej Jiod hmobf 

IlrMfPitilwilfli ia aleiaatt CQBTii, off wcuifito 
fltareeto, in the yicinity of Red Lion Squam^ and 
ig.fh{^lei9attw»a ef all ttaapipcnfanoe, jufttteft tbe 
ffeWMMl^ irhi^li he had nrecdcved 4if the landlady^ 

In con$eq«f9ice of eoniing ^fitom Mvs if^sayr 
4fll4i!t^ wta ^lumxt the iirst^obr; butwheh'in- 
ftppied: dial the tent iras » guinea, a^w^ek, he^ 
imi^d^nft Jii^ eyfs> and 'gaqiedias ifa loadinia 
on hig heart At last he.irBs^cnaMtfd ta aztimu 
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bMf '' Ye^lb hut i(]^0r» *>*mT mi Mag 

U&JiouadboidisisriysifQntiiito w^ir0.'s1ia1L thOTffeiiii 
tto :.tke . ^haif . 4«)/ g^t r)|i9 . Jil^^ 

ij[!hi«, bo9«f0Tfir» WYQltrfli 4Mtol]A^ tvM^hsbhtiA 

w4er pf iAqiaixs»g^9t'0vmy Mn^ibi^.'f tiiQMiA 
iP.Wff^iiigb"' tbnj; tbe. esp^ijce of jmmg^iis^ 



§9 CHAPT^ ^11. 

j«^biM^^mii>1^ ik»ltirifi<oi« chwibfr^ of Ua muI^ 
miin fiM ment on Us too^^i. Tbe M^n^ of 
the Teftsel advised Inm to tab^.a ooacbr; j^ ^(k 
irw » jraggestioH ^ p^o^^diiy iBiliU bqI^^ 
;movscftalife-4 at) tl^ seea^ po odior lM«^y ^y 

to be«r it w fa^ oim jBl^uldtes. . '- v^ 
-' Bytbblittek was alittOfft^ dark, 4»d4l^ 

a^ed to^^de hii way/.iPoiM be'soon'obscusod 

^Mi4iiB ykfVy S" he di4 not ^nake Iia^; H*vibf^ 

thcMfete .dafted JNa i^ and .waastcoi^^ for Hm 

iHA'ifiBm iv^b h^luid woim in the |^iufl^age> he got 

the tmnk m his ba<^9 wd bravely d^t iTorwai^ 

fi^am MiSer^s whaff to &td Ids way to B^ttwcB, 

Imoimg ^Mt if he was.onee thejrey he woidd soon 

dbeoveir Uie foad to .Mrs CaU^Qdeoc's. ^ ]^t to 

jbarry a well-paeked trunk through the crowded 

Uti^eets of Londdn, was no ea^^task to a straiq^er ; 

and loi^ befe^ he reached the R&yal £xehati|^ 

Ae diades of diorkness had ieepgrned ovef4iaadf 

and the lights and lamp^ ai^dttnd him shime forth 

ki all thek wonted nighdy dplendeur. SMiB, how- 

11 



ef^^^rMi {lidfe^^i^tte persirvartfioe^ wi]iiih^lii& 
iiMmAemy tiSboSg, he ftt leagtb, «ft«r inafiy ludtii^ 
ifeiiScSGh^t Sejndcltre'd <;tafti^ when he jiaeeA 
ihe trunk on Ae 1r«ll^ tive^dlvcii-yaErd^ andreet* 
%d^ tiy l^^eftlW flbd to wipe las footehead. 
'^3^ hiA W trsvefied so tor de i aed unnoticed i 
it^!^^<^^ti^eNe€^«^^ e»ly muked him for Aeb 
^fey, and d^gged^liim Iftb libodlioiuidi ii tU^ 
ilinefe bf i^ybf gttm^ ; bat Ms ymAabn had pi^ 
rentiSd ab i^taiek, tiB liiey gaw UmatTOst. - ' 
''^'tJ^fe^f^^'fi^^txloteH; a StdeiiradYUice be- 
ftlre AieetHeTS, passed ldm.a few paces, and girii^ 
tf%iid^ iluSelf, 'tbU down on die paTcnieftt, seem- 
hij^y'in conrulsions. In the first iQipialse of die 
-tfome^ "MiSiew/BSi ^ dileves had cakndatied, 
«&rt^{(^r^d t^'lds Wistttice V but fcttunatdy 
te ll^ so, hb mmk Ml ftimi die mdlin^^ Tbk 
j^j^jittdy^iff wideh he saw duit it waa immcdtatdy 
placed, by die companions of; die knpostor run* 
1^^ tbwaxdfir it, diec&d his famnanify,' and. he 
dA^ t^ ift'widi the fi>iad anxiety x)f:a molher orei: 
hi^ dai^g W danger. The^ thieTes cursed Us 
inhumanity, and the man in convuldons distantly 



0i cnAmn :«:ii. 

vecovering) rose, and irftlked ft^y iftiA » a!*^ 
ly whidi at once aaioidllied 4iid ahmniod -wir ^ 
rentmer^ who weqfowi no fitftber ^^i^^^biaioi0y ^^ 

Saving only m <tbui incUciil^ ^e rau^bed thie 
hmoedf M]»Cai2eiiderittimQle0l^ laadticMdng' 
oocild iefcoeed' the: Iwdiaiid admiintiw dNb§l woiw 
ilijr dame, wheb site beluni whit he'^hfid acooQi^ 
flMiU, and Ae pn^aeisce: (^nwd ii^. nlpiA bf 
had pteacnred Us tnii^ fiisiii '^ PI^slpjuu > 

•*♦ 1^ taB»r Sam :sl»> ^* Jfe Wylie, lOia*, jnott 
Wttt sfacnd ill Bted ^f yotit !^ 
in llie,}iBvloiir F& get. it isMiy« l^)l H- ttcfr oom^ 
&l9tabIel»to{;tMtt.'' >^^ 

. ^^ I irmU £ke thUI; iHioq -utr^? ii;irplkd Anf* 
ik9ir ^ "^'tet; it's ^dwititoa.I.«fiwii'-«b»ik i^'^^i^i^ 
fitthank ijtou Id get He: «l Motd^ of Mf0Sf 
3fiII la&d ft caaky^ vUdi^trittl battb n^e^Me &ir 

Mn OdaniBi^id^ln(ad» that she did i)|ot %%- 
Ikne j«qr floeli tkiiigs eoiild ba bud^^bi^ I^and^ 
fiat die wddqget hiiH a dke «£ bifioi wd-^lfbtf 
^''^WBrUii. =. i.V • •.'.>:::,. . .:,H- 

^^ The iroman's ddtecijt T esdauaed AiA^^ 



Siiirimf '1^ vliok f^ »* porter ?^ 

JVeseiiilyj h^miff&ty yeeeUeedng. Ilml there vaa 
some cKfference between the Scotcli and Eiii^h 
meiusuxe, he inquked. the expence ; md haying 
aivved &e porterage of his luggage^ he adopted 
her 8iigge«liQii as to the porter, but he would yield 
to no audi seduction as the ham. 

Having recruited his strength in Mrs Callen« 
der'^s parbur^ he proposed goii^ to bed, as he was 
much tired. ^^ But,^ said he, ^^ I needna be lay- 
ing in ony stores tiU I see about me in the nam- 
ing; so thai; ffn yehae ony sic thing as a candle* 
doup aboot the house, Til be obliged if j^H l^d 
me^ die night.^ 

This re^piiest needed some explanation^ tn the 
end, however, a mutual understanding todc place 
on the subjeot ; but without materially tending to 
exalt the character for liberality of our hero in the 
opinion of his landlady » Neverthdese^ she lent 
Um the candle. 

Having retired for the night to hU dbamber^ 
and extinguished the light, he knelt down at the 
bedside. But the hopes, the wishes, and the an- 
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xWties, whkh, the young aidyeiitiurer camtmuuciAM 
to Heaven in sudi • time, Ibelcmg to a nM»e bofy 
strain of ff#li|ig %\mi we mpiff here yenture toun- 
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CHAPTER Xiri. 



mat iMrEEssioKs. 



I . 



. . M& Vexlom had fi>r cU^ls se^^Nd persons of 
bigh rmk^ adid, amcmg others^ the Ead of San- 
djfQxd.. HH Loar^flliip w^ag stm (^ the gay Mde of 
^liicty^aiid justly c(m8id«Fed<me iji the mm elegant 
men €^ the age^i butfiKw the date* of Us ^Mun^agci 
adth La^ Aiigusia ^angle, the imgji^e^ of the 
MvNpisi eS Abfxside, he had dkappebtedth^ ex« 
fj^^adong ^ his ftl^ida. Instead of ^takkig ^bal( 
splendid part in the delihera^oiiis of fhe i^gdum^ 
for which he sem^. nati^aHy, by las animated 
^mporament and lofty ekquoice, pecufias]^ qua* 
lified, he suddeidy nuihed into. the 'W]nsl{K>ol of 
fiishionable diseipi^om and squandered his estate 
8«yd talents wbh a vthemon^^that not ^y surpri* 



J it 



sed, but alarmed, while it mortified his friends 
and admirers ; for it appeared to be the restdt of 
some wild, yet voluntary resolution, as i^ he 
sought, by the veloci^ of a headlong career, to 
escape the miseries of some mysterious sorrow. 

When his Lordship first entwed the arena of 
fiishion, he was strikingly handsome, and the ex- 
pression of his oountenaBce, which was nobly in* 
telligent, indicated great elevation of sentiment, 
tinetured wkh an urbiaut^^ Ml ^ {^b^Mfteis and 
good lluiiiour ; but, lit the period of t^hichir^ ai^ 
now q>efddngV be was b^coiiie |yttl^ itiA ^uket; ik 
degant listfessness pervaded hb wlk^'^alii^ kA^ 
his v(Aeey which wad kietdMfly clotty Bosi MO^ 
moduhlted, bid dwindled into an liabttdiA iabnd^ 
.toAOus fflmper, stdtatil^ Indeedf to ^e steidl' tdj^ 
he aflbcted to discuss, but wUeb'h^ endelttly ocrdd 
as little about as he '4^ ^r to^ tMng^ke. 0<M^ 
siohally, howev^, hk ttiie diarticter ^otild sbliie 
out, and shew that this ^pery w^ bat a^mmiM^ 
and that he might stOl be roused to b^t^ thli^^ 
and stand Ibrth in die drect superiority of a ge^ 
nius, conscious of its innate str^gth, and ready, 
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trheii stiffidcait csiue teqitti^ to nMO&st its in« 
edcuUble poiirer. 

Aboiit tlie tiiiie tiiak otnr bcvo ani^ded iii Loiw 
ddti, it lMidT)eeii remiirfEefii, that the Ead went lew 
hita 06]xi|Mmy-tfiLAn taaoxa^^ ssnA diat he som^- 
:tifbe8 speat the memygui die House ef Loiid(i^ 
jaViik^, k is triii^, W ^ tuneless etoqueuoe and 
mekifphy^tA distiiictioiis of some litigidas adTo* 
^te from the Borth, uddmsng^ with eqpnl eflbct> 
the ChstKseOor sad liie woelsacfa, jmd no less 
delightmg the attenAuit sfAdtovs^ than the &- 
^bd worthies et EUsahOth'^s reign in the tapestry^ 
who, in iq^peal eases, are oomnHKily aH the spec-^ 
Mors. Once 10 the e?eiittig, when hie happened, 
m the course of liiat spring, to ebey a summons of 
ihe House^ on an mpoilant poBtioal quesidon, he 
was so fiir exeited by th^ conffict of ^bat^' that 
he actually made is speech of tl^ee sentoioes, so 
judieioos and well cttpi e wed , that it tingled in the 
ears of thie most experieneed senators' with the 
thrill of a new sensilSoD^ «id was hailed as the 
symptom of i^redeetting iqphit, that 'migfai in time 
eoavertli^^m those pursukswhidi had equally 
mjured his heal^, his IsMune, and his dbaracter. 



to confer with Mr Velluxn, asd it.b«jp|ifi)ed)t^hei% 
he called at his almibani, iJalt <ottti hetOi wi^s.tbe 
only peradn within* . A'Mef ccdlequyi^ lo, Qonse^ 
qiieaee) ^k place at (Sbe.^bKtr, w)^ch hud t^ ^ 
&et of interesting his Ix)i4fibip^6 cufiodty ; ina^ 
nmch, diat psrdy witb Aft ii|teiiti(9n oC resting 4^ 
few minutes, perhaps inore^ how^^f^ y(i& tfao dft^ 
sigh of exjtractiBg » fitde i«au(leniai|« h^ wasrin.^ 
duced to walk into th0.ofiie,iMld tidte ^ 9e$t pxk 
one of the ckyated fitoohi alt the :cMc. J^w^yfr 
bad no oonce^on of tbe^ rat^:<)f the yi^r ; and 
as he wa& tnot altc^etfai^ mttpiied with th|g free* 
dom, he stood waofily holdii^; the p^oeir dfor .speuf 
as an indmation to hisX49fdah}p||iat he i^ngfaln^ji 
to remain ; but the oddit^jf of Us fif^iprai^r^ 
die sly susjncion of his hx^ "i^ith'tbe s|i|)pli^||]| 
ci his Bunmersy ifi^retted the peer» whot nf^ HH 
specting him. Ilirough « ijpuasisig gh|fUklrpm>fafad 
to foot, said, with an affieetatioa cf fashk^pid^e ia^ 
usky, swinging his ftet al Ae^i«u»etim^ % Th^ 
stools of yoar\ young m$g^ Jtf& v«ry t«U,^ ^ 

<^ Ay,^repMed Andbew^ ^^thf^^regiyrandhei^,"? 
. The jKssumed indiffieren^Q <if ^Earl w#s almost 
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disemlipctedf by tile flatnesA of iMb ma^et ; md 
jNoUiBg' Qiiti hitvhaiidlmrelucf to hide the ^fi^, 
m^ At A» suae time-, ^< PfujFy fiielidt where were 
you caught?^ ^ ,,,.., -^ r- ,j - 

:' ^ Sir^ 1 99ie¥QrrwaS'Citcbed^^ wte. the, indignant 

^^ Indeed r said, his Lordihip, ^^ he<ir dicnK^iimc; 
]rdu «» Lfandoo ?" » v - > 

^^ A very saJliffiicioarf «&tw«^ Tttdst eanfilss,'\ 
s^^xbed the £i»I ; ^* and I have i^ d^ttbiyoti hlul 
a gveat^ deal of plAksiBie m yoi^ 

" Ah, trotEth r quoth otiif hero, " if Ae bock- 
iilgr Qie aool <mt o^'the<taody be mqr pleasidre,' I 
bad enough o^ that pleasure! Gudd^fergie me^ 
Imtfl wasantaiat teinptfad toniafi awa^ wi^ tiiyM. 
Bhr I tiM)U(^t if I eould faae deie^t, it:wodH hie' 
bec»r' a aatifiifiietmL- Na, iia^ sir, I Mold luie ad* 
viae lory ewoEfi eittoiy ta eom ill a sbip byaM 
flae Scodaaa.^ 

.TheEari^ atffl j^reMhin^aKdilelimoiM 
saidy f^ M*y i' presone to iaquife ifybu are a 

" Hi 
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** rm kaming,"^ replied AndkeWy modestty. 

<^ A very judicious answer^ wvs the ircmicd 
dbsenrft^n 0^ h& Lordi^ip ; ^ and liowiotlg may 
you have been in the profession ?^ 

^^ Before coming here, I iras weel en to three 
years with John Gledd, the messenger, and I hae 
been three days yrV Mr Vellum.'* 

^^ It is an honourable profession, and I doubt 
not you will bec(mie a d^stingoished ornament to 
it-^in time,^ said his Lordship diiiy. 

^< I'm ihinlm^ it's a gay att kittle trade though ; 
but in ettle my best,'' vef^ted Andrew, none dis* 
ccmcerted. 

<^ But," regomed the Earl^ ^' what do yon 1inA 
of London ?" 

<' Poo r crfed ike d^; ^ L^Hbttf « wfaia 
bride bouses. O, man, if ye aould but see Grlw- 
cow and lEidkiburgh--p^ere you wucdd see aooei- 
thing— look at HolyxoodkHouse, that's a palae» 
for you — ^but St James's here, it's just like an auU 
t(fbooth. But, 1^, ye'n l»e to gae flcwa% for its 
the.iane for me to gang for mj dinner^ that I'niiqr 
be back to keep the house^-and I hae k notiOB 
your bUi»ness is no very ^particular the dqr.^ 
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^iteortaiidy^^nadlusLoiddnp^ ^inSlkkepio 
I ,«dwday;ln.twKa«doyoadbeF- 

^ ^ At fTbiy creditable bouK,iir; die Caledoo 

nim, in « neigldxwr street^ 

^ Aad how amcli maj you pay?^ inquired his 
Lionbh^ iritfa tmaffiscted ooriosity^ prompted hf 
an intevest which he b^an to take in dns onU 
lanaL 

^ SisTOipence ; and a bawbee to the iaddie,^ 
leplied Andrew. 

^^ Good Heavens T exclaimed 43u3'£ari, ioti^ 
ed widi a sentineBt of compassion, ivFcr having 
hf any Bccadent before heard at what rates the 
humble and industrious youth of die Taat metrob 
poiiB are (ribliged to live. 

^ Asfy it?s 8^r£c* dear,^ said Andrew^ imstalai^ 
the cause of hia Lordship^s astonishment ; ^ but 
the vactaaTs giKid ;^ ad£ng, ^^ it^ a hardlUng, sir, 
to live in London. Some take a mutchkin of porter 
iD'th^idbnier, but I sloken my drowfli ivf Adam'^s 



^ ^ I jtftBOJOBy thetky that you da not-atto w y o«r- 
aeff miidi mdulgenee ui puMic arafusements f ^ ^d 
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^'Ai to that,'' rcfjied uAiidn^i^, ^ * I tdce iny 
share, for the singers are finr bett^ than ours ;;iiw. 
deed they ha^ tunes and .voices Uke It^i^ atid 
gentlemen. But, sir, it^s no taumy to gang pmr: 
thdm ; for nae further gane than yeatre^i^last^Dight 
ye ken, wh^ I was harkenii^ to twa singing' likcL 
nightingales, in LincolnVInn Square, a njefar^do^. 
weel pocket-picker whuppet the napkin out of mj^ 
pouch, iri? the slijqpery liando' an eril spirit be* 

fore I kent whar I was. Od, sir, but theKib'i^ja't^*^ 

•1 

rifile power 6' ill-doers about London:'^ j ^ 

*^ O, I imdearstand; you mean by the.publio 

amusements, listening to the ballad-amgers uirthNei 

street,^ said the Earl, drolling. ' ,. . . \ l .1 

" I can assure you,^ replied Andrew, ** Aey; 

* iferie na like baQad-i»ngers at a'^ .«id it^s^B^^b^' 

tioii Aey were play-actors out o^ bread.*" -. .- 

/^'^ Have yoii been at the theatres T. i^d. hi& 

Lordship. ' ' . . * 

^ No yet,liut Fm gaunl Our derks ar^tdliieat' 

me some night soon ; and they say-»they a' Say*^ 

that rU see-r-Gude kens what FU no see a 6ut it 

itoten be sometliing vetn extraordinar, for ibeyfre 

just out o' the body about catching the ^e^ <aa 
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tkfey t$^\ Hcfweteir, effkcs belre, bt efifecs t'hfcjpe, 

iiig whett I should be tOdng my pick, that tbe 
•dmiter's wark mityua gft^ b^.^ •* 

Hie Eiq^ ^admitted the jisstness of theobserva- 
tloii rand: peroeiviiig tbe roguery at the b(mom dt 
the ilitekicfed treat on the part <^the other derkft, 
b(git;ame^desiro|iB himself to enjoy sMoe o^the Vir* 
glfi ftAjCSes ^Andrew ; he therefore pretended, mf 
h^ hiid not found Mr Y^Ulon, he would write a note 
for him. 

Being furnished accordingly with the necessary^ 
mipl^xKents, he requested the S<^dtor that Andrew 
might be sent to a^iartieular cofiee-house, at ele-' 
YeiL o'dock that evening, with a letter finr Serv&a}^ 
Mi ildet, who would be there to meet lum,; and 
that Mr Yethun might have some idea of the oW 
ji^dPllds singular request, headdedi, ^< TheCount- 
Mi receives masques, but your dedc can tabs a 
^'witibut any dli^guiBe.'' 
""^^ No^,* si^ his Ldrdsldp to Andrew as he 
folded up the letter, *^ this jrekies to a matter on' 
which my heart is much set, and I rdy upon your 
fidelity in pladbig it safe in MrVeUum'^s own hand.^ 
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^^ That ye may do, joid sleep Mimd upoii\^ 
was the answer ; ^' lor be he living, or b^ he dead^ 
I trill «ee hiiti ; and I wouldna that a thii^ gTen 
to me in the way of trust was nisUppeiit— Ne, 
though I was to die on the spot But t), &ir, teal- 
l^rmgrowiiiguiieasy ; forif Idilma get mydish 
ner nooy th}^ deevils, our clerks, will be back ; mid 
if they fki' out that Vm toom, theyll fi^h to i^ 
wish me. It would therdbre, sir, be very oUi* 
fpmg, if ye hae done ym^ pleasure «i|d b#94^ to 
gae quietly awa\ and let me rin for my bit diack. of 

^il^eir*"". 
Th^|;9pdl¥We!iirofl^e]Saf]t»j^^ 

U»ii^ his habilitfilp^titeBiaifi ceyi]^ l^ot wiijt^pftai^ 
the t^ytetated urgency ^ thift appeal,. iM|d h^ ^ 
49vdi9j^ 'Withdrew, j^eiiewvig his i^f«Bctiel|a £w 
the emeM deHvery of the fet^tor. B«t tbiB ^mi 
uymeeesssoy ;Aadrew was liilly impvesi)ed witfi the 
ijnp<$rtaiice of lettens addressed hy <Meo/^ to j^^f 
solicitors, and well aware that his fiit^ire ai|^dest:iii 
life depended qui^e a$ mudi M Isi^ ixtlegii^aa 
upott i«sy other :4iial4^» 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



A JIA8ainiEABl& 



lluA) Kfiid had hMBi aU the forefiooA in ^emait^ 
gter-Hall, was in the oftee ; and on teacBng ikt 
Eurl^ ^(08^, wiiidk cka hero fkhhfidly defiver^ 
into' W» ewn handfl, hnras n^ a fittk di^rwtaA h{f 
ilfeCMitdMs. 

** 1M the gentteman,^ Haul he, ^ nefi yta Who 
Ifewasr 

^ ^* I never ^speert," repl^ Afcdiew ; **4mt eixr^ 
ly he would put his name to the letter.^ 
^^ O yifes ; W I eaimot imagine wfaiit |AU9 kidu« 
ditf Um t^ wfite to me ^ sueh i^ Bubfc^.* ^ 

^ Reiftailh afnsw^ fer^^ triteseT^^ uiAAt^ 
Arew ; ^%itl he sdemed vei^ p^to^^erihr. ItV enie^ 
ty somethik^ t^ pfcrdcidar, Hfi^ Ib^ he stayed m 
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Imgf and asked so numy questdom, thi^ I was otifi* 
gated to tell him to gang awa\'" 

^^ But what sort of a man did you find }iiD^ ?^ 

" Fm thinking,** replied Andrew, ** that he^s 
something in the perfoomery lin^, for he had a fine 
scented pocket-napkin, and was woi^ous pr^inct 
in his words — a* on chandler pins ; ^d b»th in 
shape and habit, be was a slimmer piece of g^i- 
tedity.'" 

" I hope,** said the SoHcitcH-, " that you ttftat- 
ed him with iaU due respect, for he was no other 
tton the Ewrl <rf Sandyford.** 

" O, Mr Vellum, wh$t a stupit fpol follow he, 
maun hae thought I was — a yerl i^rM^e $peak-r; 
ing in the way I did to him, and he a* the time a* 
yerl ! Howsoever, hef caima hae't to s^y that' I 
neglected his business, or didna mind yours, and;^ 
rU mak up for*t to him in decorum at aiiptber 



time.*" 

(4 



I hofe so," said Mr Vellum jocul^ly ; *< but 
I have something particularly for you to do this^ 
eveyung. You wifl take a letter bom. n^ tQ one 
'Hb Serrj^Lal, aadi^ected ; , he is a ciyil mif^ a^4 X > 
have particu^ refwons for wishii^ y<m tab^me: 
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a^tuttated ^miih }Aa. I mA not mj Bi«^9 . Aitf 
that you wffl cttdewrour to mike'youndf agi^ 
aUe Ho Umr' 

^* If tfs fer 7<mr interest, flur,^ie^lied Andvevry 
*< ye need faae n«e ftar o^ tbit BnteletendVdodk 
i« an $mki titte o' nlglit lb be seddng after dny 
honest business.^ - 

«< TTm,''8aidMrVdKim; "^butmoarinrdbs. 
ston, aU hours and t&aes must beat die cbattnand 
of our cHentsl^ 

^' Saynamair, saynamair;byn]ghtorbyday^ 
Mr Velhon, 111 tiy to do my part,^ rofdied'AnB 
drew; and mih» manner the prelude for the ew* 
ivbg was arranged. 

At the thne ajypomted, the vatet was at hii post) 
and had not to wait bng for our hero. Srarvinal 
had been chly instructed by his master ; and' ac- 
cordingly, after some converMtion contabing a 
nutober of apparent facts and erndentnl ciFCum^ 
st^iees which Andrew was to nbte, witih all prdt 
per fidelity, to Mr Vdhun, Sefnnal proposed m 
adfottmmeiit to ^ pky-heuse,' under the tempi^ 
nig pretexi, that bting aeopiatnted with the doo«4 
keepers, he omU get them both in free at that 
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kMr. T0 AiS'OQr Imo oouli toA^ iio<^#le 
ebfcctioii { «tt efae CMtritry^ Im ooMiJei^ his* m- 
sent to the proposal as in strict confornutj^otke iiw 
y tf Metio fa8."hei had vtbeiited, to nudM liiinieif agiiee- 
dbk to m istpMttnt s dicnt aa tlie Takti^feaijei 
tp be» A coadk wta AedNaitpon odted^ Mid tkey 
were speedily at Sandyford-house^ 
• Oareacfamg*thepBedncti if tlieinaxisioii, An- 
dseiir IhmL no tciBBod toidodbt ibat lie waa apfooadi* 
ing one of the principal theatres. The ciqiiaie was 
thmngM irith cnnagea; s imiltiiiide cf ooious 
qp«ctatdrf^ to tee the oompavy as thcj ireie sol 
dtfwn, ocoopied the parenMni ; and th^ ^stihiib 
was filled with a countless host of servants in £• 
yery, the domestks of the guests, aad fiiends of 
the dfHDestict. 

The Earl had hwtructed Servina!, in ovder 
that Andrew might not be exposed io the insolent 
impertinence df Ae meinals, to take care that it 
should not be known among lihem he was not ia 
character; so dwt what he entered the haH with 
faif Tostsc garb and awkward manner, they set him 
down as Ereirio^e in the character jof Jemmy, in 
the fimce of Bj^ Ufb bdaw Stairs^ aodihawk 
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aKked thtiit vu^oMg tOssiimd^ 4xiA^^mik§ 

«QMlMl0d iif> tito ghddf 8tih^:Me• 1^ ilfe^ 0teil^ 
«^ Wlmir' » b^ittfl^ Wfle^ flfe^ is f ijtiktMti tttnfi, 

401/006 vk j^aa&Bg. Andrew iiksttofly teci^i^zei 

fl€u. ' il iwi flfis Eificly %t n^pfkcfs^ aptMsfthuice Selv 
Tinal immediatdy withdrew, tellixig our hero dmt 
be ^fas now free to go etery where, and pick up 
What aintNemeik he <xmM ^ (be reibli^der of ihe 
tfeaitig. 

:Nl«wlfltttitelbi|( dl Itefitedom irhich the he^ 
fief that he was iti a ^aee of pufcfee afnttsemcnt 
Jtik ^AMtmbi. io insjrite^ Andrew thyif entered 
-fli^ ct^iltral sahiohy Irom iiAAA die dMiii^:«ooiftf^ 
typened. A party in inadi:; with the ISuA at thdr 
lleid) !feBowed hifn. * ]|^ dkougte, howev^, iKey 
were the ^yeh^he hiirriings of kh^ etot^xlalii- 






ntimt^ ftyiA iumMiiiiil thffti lio hii w h l i i i JiiJiiifi 'foinMi 
Wlitte under thiiik j^MCDpiffqplJlMt- 

iMi«hiN»,;A^ iHftU-^teyd rrmntrii nf fliiiiiiiifTn. 

mihef fibixftcfcec mi Tindr BodnlBhiiTiTmhiiiiffligtn 
caine up torluDi. Her l«|dy ei^p^ biid ik^ ijie Mm^ 
remote idea tliafc be-Wfls ]U>t ji|i cbafi9Cl0r#i« BrnUg 

^es&t that he Imd tiJi^eii 4he part 4if a.Se^llidk 
lad, and addressed him accprdingty, imitariag ihec 
rattle of La4|c Aod^lpiMk wifh caMd«r«t»ter hu;- 
lAour. ' .. .-••-. ' • . ... ;• :■ ^z 

. .Ajidsew, lu>vev^9 waf discoAMrted Iff .whai W 
Cimsider^ her. ip^pqdencB, and^aidy ^^GangabouA^ 
your business, woman, and no faih me^— rf^^hM 
uMtbing to say to j^ui— JL IpB ^fiofi^ irMMMi^ ye 
:^ may juat wfaifitle on your thumh^^ ' n l V 

'< The Iniite P eschiwed Ae CwftteMy fiir*« 
gating bir pifrH^'' Hfi« ^^ h9;)MNrft«&^ iMi^AlBi.: 
house? He has no charactcyr.^ > 

- " rm,4W»kii^'* «aijl^d^«iW 11%, •* 4w I 
hae a n^uckle better cbari^cter liian you*^ 



Her Itdydbiy 'watf anmrtdj iad ieCuniedt to ht> 
ftr^^ ftkri^tn «^|iM it nmkif i tind die ^^kwk 

Ajtihit i«T<iiiti'fid Ciliooii.-iirlhc rhgur 
ter of MqB' a at g gia, --ciiDr iqp, «BUit ilMiiali <»r 

dia«m^ 49e«iwr r piyntwrtiitgAaAew at At 

Ott lia»' kdrad St Mofi for atoi^ telf Audi 
PMite iriit^ th»liii<>t imaqni ycdt aurioNif wotdon. 

(mH k^^tfliiddBr oil r 

'^. Bm» Ifce- d^ir» men t^Bdminedb ICoiL ia A 
rapture of deqwratimt ^^ Wilt Ae piqviediii^di 
got twt lipyij^Mfc* lib iii rier otthredm m tM itee 
^^im wlm^'mMk^-^'sAaDAii^' to #eiBp 

lltl^dgrii^pPtgJw ey# vili t^^ etasMr of Ii^ 
tattemi ihawl, and taldiig a sip from W botde 

- a 



lis muav^B ur. 

Andrew^ terrified bj the ydiemenoe of «ifrii% 
VMOttryiatfrMd biekito'ip^ iiad^said, 

?5HimefltMmaM,.7e^nmii^i^^ • 

too iindieteiilbr ^^UAiiott, fdih idlli^ 

jwied in the general laughter that it caQed4llrt^ 

£aov^&adbe«^Mte appfriiiit8Kib<$ «p6et^^ 

that he had never seett-l^^iikMMit^lMbiNi^ mkte 

liai^.tbftoMiii'tbg j^dgs/f *'-- ' 

lyM a;f tfttigse^wcko^ -^^Hftil aM "3^ tA^^ 

Andteir would have walkefraMy vtAiidBed,4ifel 
Miiitadpk>lft4)#'4lie iraeiid&g aii^giiiiatu hy ihe 

of die ftir sex, Justice Woodeock?- It 'dtoiig^ 
3!«|Dliad bek:«'btttiiimiirtii^^€iltf itjs ^^Aui to 
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virtue, so wronged bf awlk'ii mwA^^^ftfSAowh 
stid tltt JMtke. 

i&^Aeepflin^.ilml-Wnr/ te :fiieild^ timI^ ri^ (bt 
anae aobxntet Mb! idaepod 'lii&t'iisL htst wb9% Mil 
palUng out hit imtdb^'cried; ^^''!Bbia al JkM( wjtt 
pfpeure me some comfort.^ — And in putting tlie> 
vniA imo her pocket, she took out her bottle, 
attd indn^^in another (dp. 

'' SoMy, MoUr said Jotttiee Woodcock, <' yM 
muat ^va' ma Aa watGh.**" 

*^ Qh P cned Andrew, in a h)i^ and vibrating 
tone of honor ; but auddady muateiing courage, 
he exclaimed, *^ As sure as death, sir, this is aa 
bigiili&aaevfrCSuty Umaeldeddt. Only send 
frr niy marter, Mr Velfaim, and hell taatififlate» 
that I am a piior honest lad, of croditalife paraai- 
age, just comeftae Scodaa4-»^, what had I to 
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do here! Gte ibe my wsUli, I tritt]K>ii«-*gie Me 
my w«ldlit-«4lii€re8, tliievvB i"^ ' 

The earnest vigMr of lungs wi& whidi lie at* 
tlsrei jtbls ^claiMition irecMyunded tlmmgh afl the 
splelidid chambers, and the whole nfusiic and incr* 
fiment was iii a moment aileiiced byi^eahifm. 
Andtev in the «ame iimtaat nhatc^ed the watoh 
from MoU, who iNia then in the act of handkig it 
lo the Jturlice, and flying off amidst a umvenal ca^ 
ittmet of la»glMr« aeverloobed Uehiad^he>waa 
oat ^fareath, and itaftlnibe street. ^ 
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CHAPTEtt XV, 



AK INVirrATIOK. 



' IfiAhtt^iim^ lidfiieHo ^tti lodgings «t& tbe eii» 
^edition of a ddfiaqaoftt ijlag fiom jiartice^ Aik 
dJreir in^n» undressed^^and over head and ears among 
the bed-clothes, before he made asy attempt to rain 
ly Us scateered senses. In tUbs situatMai he soon 
became meire composed, and began to think that 
he had perhaps beei sul^ected to the infkience of 
some delusion. He had heardof Johnny Fa and 
Lord CassSlis* L^fy, and of mountebanks easting 
glamour in 1^ eyes of their speetaUm, by which 
Uue4)0ttle flies, 'with pins at dieir taik, are made 
to appear in die shape of game^codui, drawing 
logs of timber; and he was not aoie but that 
some such slight of magic had been practued by 
the players on himself. 
VOL. I. r 



15t2 CMAtTEti XV« . 

This first effort of returning reason, as his agi* 
tation subsided, was succeeded by a stUl more ra« 
tional conclusion, no less than that really he did not 
know where he had been, and therefore it would be 
as well for him to say nothing of his adventure 
next morning to the o^i^eac cleri» m the office ; and 
with this prudent determination, he said his pray- 
ei:s and fell asleep. 

But although he had resolved to be silesit, he 
amld.nait div^ himfiefitof i^jeerkw Ji«ibiy^M>le 
feoliDg ofa^ixicl^ 9M tpfvdipAliM vh^ h6:«f^t 
to the desk iat tkft momiiig, H)^«atdowii,^t]i^9ttt 
saying a wacd, andlmiite o» wiii, mm^ ttum M9 
wwKtedl aasidnijfy, vbik hia ^m^$imM yii&fa rf* 
eountbg to jeaidi olhat £i^ fqsfkit^ mi sfUmt 
tties^ andatottgflie debattdienos at ibe CqkUi^ 
and Finish, after the.pky« . 

When Mi.Y^Skm mtim^AA offiio^ theaoimi 

l^ait; and a sdMalitm of f(^,.alioott aa painfiil 
1^ Uu ieriaoca fif aafl|fdied|;uib, t^ 
tAtt: b6nrs.vhDle:miBd, aethalfflmtitmap aii4 t# 
iMDi di^Vv'^'^ell, Wylic^ did }ite left Mr Sftt^ 

vinal last night ?'^ 



^^ A geottd mftn answered to bU MBAe,^ re- 
pKed Andrew, " and I gave ]|im tlie ktt^."* 

^ Had Toaaa^conTaaaticm fifth hinl ?^ inqm^ 
red the Soiicitor, annsed at the dexterity <^ An- 
dieVs crrasbn, and inbereated by. bb evident em- 

^ A gseai deal,"^ aaift ont hem fariflUy ; «h1 they 
lie laitlKfoHy leoountedthe iihok ef what he cm- 
oeived to be the business port (^ the eoovfensatkNiv 

TeBum commended his atfentunt and mcmery, 
and added^^^Bid ypm s^ kng wiA htm ?* 

^* We were not a great while Af^pAtr,"^ re- 
plied Apdrew wkh a sigh. 

^^ I hope he did not detain you longvftr I do 
-not choose that my young mm Awdd be^ kte 
hours.^ 

^ It win be my endeim)ur to satisfy yott, Sff, in 
that particular, for Fmno fend of late hours my- 
Hid ; they aseveiy bad ilmgB^ sstdow hms bk>- 
jraHy; 

^ Yes,"* re|£ed hk master ; ^ aoi I^enden Ib 
so ftiH of tenqrtstisni to jpooAl aod inexpcriimee.^ 

^^ It's an awfid place^"^ was Ae emfdil^tip aiv 
swer. 
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* '^' But you got safe home,' after parthig&om the 
gentlettian,^ said Mr VeUum. 

' •* Ay,*" replied Andrew with a nod^^-as" if he 
-spokie inwardly ; ** ay, I got safe home.*" 
' 1%e Solieitbr could, with difficult, keep his 
gravity ; but after a momentary pause, he looked 
^shar^y at our hero, and then, in a jocular tone, 
«aid, ^' I 8uq>ect, WyUe,' you were engaged in 
«ome adventure last night."^ 

•^ I fancy every body may meet wf as ineikle, 
and do nae wrang either,^ was the answer to this 
-home question. 

" Then you did meet with s<»nething?^ said 
his n^ast^t. 

•^ I canna, without a iie, say I met wT nae- 
thmg.^ ' 

" But what was it ?" inquired the Solicitor, ^ith 
an affected tone of impatience. 

* ^^ I^m sure, sir, that^s no an easy question to an- 
swer ; for ye ken I''m but a new come stranger in 
'London, and a's no ill that's ill like."^ 

^* 3t*hen I presume <that what you met with' waSs 
•s^MnfetWng you thought iBtrange f^ 
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:' u r dare say,'' replied Andrew, " it may no 
be starange haDeJ* 

, ^^ It is very extraprdiiiary that you refuse to tell 
me what it wasJ* . 

" Me refiise, sir T exclaimed Andrew ; " Tm 
gure I never refttsed." . 
' - ** Then why dotf t you^satisfy me P 
( >^ It^4 baith my earnest wish and mterest, sir, to 
gie you the fullest satisfaction in my poWer,^ rer 
plied our hero ; and he looked at his master with 
such an air of simplicity, that Vellum was utt^ly 
at a loss whether to set him down as a knave or a 
fi)oL At this moment one of Lord Sandyford's 
servants entered, with a card from his L.ordship, 
requesting Mr Wylie^s company to dinner thai 
day. Andrew was petrified — he grew as pale as 
ashes, and trembled from head to foot, totally in-» 
dqpable of oomprehending the mystery of this de* 
vice. Vellum smiled^ and said> ^^ I hope you are 
not engaged, and that you can oUige his Lord« 
ship-'* 

•^ O, am sure,^ cried our hero, panting, « m do 
ony thing in the world to oblige my Lord."^ . 
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' TJie footmftR w« ftcbordngly dismned ^h 
a card to the Earl, accepting df the iBTkalkit. 
^ You Mfe a fortunate ycwutV tttid Mr Vdlmii, 
'^ to have made so early such an ehTiable ae(]iMuat* 
tance.^ 

" But, sir,^ mterrupted Andreir^ " what "^ I 
do, for I hab iiae olae^ fit for my LordV oexspany f* 
' '^ Take my ad^riee,'' mA his master gravely^ 
and ^rhh sincerity, ^ make no ehaaige hi yeor a^ 
pearanoe, biA bnfy be eareAd duit ynu are ^arti^ 
tularly dean and nesC* 

Mr Vdlum ims more iti the aedet of Uli ad« 
ventine the preoedhig evenhig than he pts^ndied. 
In fact, the SbKcitor h«d been hiriiaelf at the ma8% 
qnerade, »ad plutook of the'meridteiefti vfaitfa ^^ the 
bcomparaUe nJEaown^ obcasioned, a^ TksMtfr^ 
•flg* A»^ called Ancbsew, in desDtibkg'the eatiiv 
tainment, for the purpose of admtiaidg thi^ s»^ 
vwry nwiits of t&e cdok and eonfecdo^er fiilo 
pi^mded the sapper. 

In resuming his duty at the desk, Andre^'iaitH 
ttUed, arhe copied, on the wngtilariy ef hiving 
received M invftatiott to dflie widi an Eail ; tad 



ht y^ ^D^wd fMfngh t6 goesd thtt it totiia liei^ 
tiier be tih attotatk of Md Ictolnftg) Us raok^ ikn^ 

the Earl was soon known limo^ the od^ de^s^ 
and their first notion led them to fancy that he was 
related to his Lordship ; they began, in conse- 
quaiee, to think he was not, after all, the mean 
90in of half-witted creature which they had hitherto 
thought him, but an eccentric and original cha- 
racter. This idea recdved something like con- 
firmation, when one of them, inquiring in what de- 
gree of relationship he stood with the Earl, An- 
drew dryly replied, " Really I canna say, but I 
believe we^re sprung of the same stock.'' — Some of 
the more knowing, however, began to suspect that 
it possibly might be on account of his odd and sin- 
gular appearance ; and that his Lordship, in con- 
ferring the honour of the invitation, slyly intend- 
ed to amuse his own firiends, by showing off the 
curiosity ;-hi shrewd suspicion, characteristic of 
that precocious knowledge of the world, which is 
one of the chief, if not the very chief itself, of all 
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the peculiarities of the metropolitan youth, espe^ 
cially of that sharp and pert tribe of them,, who, 
like the imps that infest the roadleading to PanK 
dise, chatter, frisk, and flutter in the avenues to 
the tribunals of justice. 
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CHAPTER XVL 



A DINNER PARTY. 



Andrew having provided himfldf with the ad* 
dress of SandyfordJSouse, was at the door as, 
punctually as the dock went the hour. The 
knocker, at that moment, seemed io him too pon* 
derous for his hands to raise, and after pausing, 
fer about half^i-minute to recover courage, he 
ta^^ed with his knudde, to announce his claim 
for admissbn. The porter, a saucy corpulent 
fellow, opened, and denumded what he wanted* 
^^ I am come to get my dinner with my Lord,"" 
was the re|^y. The coner of John Swell^s lips 
crooked of their own accord downward, into an ex- 
pression of ineffiiUe contempt and exdusion^ when^ 
fortunately, the fooiman who had earned the in* 
vitation to VeUumX happened to come into the 
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hall, and, recognizing our hero, conducted him up 
stairs to the drawing-room, where the other guests^ 
with the Earl and Countess, were waiting, in ex- 
pectation of his approach. 

Andrew was agitated and confused ; hut, in as- 
cending the stairs, he recovered mifficient presence 
of mind to enable him to observe that the house 
was the same, whicfa^ OA the preceding night, he 
had believed was one of the theatres ; and the idei 
sudd^ly fiaiSied upch hinat, that he owed tfae^ho* 
iM)iffof theinntaetsoiitotbesiixipliciiy Ixf ^^^ Seoi^ 
tish maflim« and apf«aia»B& The servant who 
shewed hitt the w^jf^ had dboa nred his^ coafUflion^ 
amd when Andivw paused, as t&is'iiQ^n cxmb 
amx)6S> hie iniaMl, he oenccived hmi to be ovtsw 
whebned wU diffident «fed stoppiid fi£M>, with ^ 
ftneer, foeingin«Breo£ the motives whsdb had indu^ 
oedhismMterteiimt^rUatodinjm Butamo^ 
ment'^s reflectien set all things: right with our hdrd, 
and he seemed, to the smiojr vatet, .to undesga a 
iKar^Hous 4:immsmMiim^ from m js^kwml' vul- 
pBi bd^ ^lil«b WL mof and CDsfiileirt gentbaaan. 
He «dvMoed' tbwttrde the door of the'dtmwin^ 
t^oom ^biis HglHra^etcp) and as efaeerftd a cotm^ 



86b()(d4Da8f^ 1^ tW (^8t fl&d jokes of tb6 ^ 

^ithout feelmg the slightest emba^assinent ; on 
^Kie^iitritiy) lie tirent for^rd in tfiat stgreeMe 
litttte of setf-pOBsessioti, whidh a tbkti feels when he 
]mo%rs k k in his po^c^ to dispense pleasure. 
Lord Sandjrford, who pti^ssed an acute percep- 
tion or die latent ]^wers of character, perceiv§d, 
by ihe change, on t^ mstant he t^w his ffyeS 
on him as th6 door opened, ihat h^ ir^ lO^ 
die ei^ttite rim^ odxfity whlill he i&i^ itf fi^t 
imagined, ind iltolnediati^y i»%iif Uri^i^ hxni, mf 
Aook ISni hy die Im^ in a tbMMst thlit raised 
fatal at dnce, is it w#e, aiib& the ^udity^ and' 
feotax^ of a finend. 

^ Mr WyBe,'' saidliia Le^NUMp, » I ought to 
aqpoloipse Sir tli6 fi»edote \»lfich I haVe taken 
with'yott.* . , 

'' Saf hmt^fk atMt il, rxif Len^,*" iiitfemipt- 
ed JSiiJb^;-^ ![ matin pefy foi^ m^ tkpirience of 
die tfbffld ae l^ed^ihy bellert ^^ 
ifci^ diteg flMffh.'* 
' TUs fin^rtpljf i^as^ reeeited la origin^ ha* 



ttiour, mid mu^ tmwsed i^^Ughtftf^.MKtt^ 
hUg^y both by its gusto «fid hcsaSMsf. JSir Ti« 
nothy Enicketty , the oomioisseur^ w]m ^fras ^ the 
party, declared it w$s truly a la Tetmrs^ ^ 

When they had de^oanded to th^ dintBg-Mom^A 
die ladies w^e ,p«ni<nilady aiudgiis to §lifi^.our 
hero among than ; but he put an end to the cm- 
tiroversy, by taking tbe aeat of hpnour between 
the Duchess of DadragwdU and. the Couiitesst 
who, ind^endeiit of thdr rai^Cf were the two^ li-. 
nest wopen in the room. H^ grace w^ a blithe, 
apen-tanpered charaptjer^ that could Cjarry a joke 
as great a lengA as any la% of , her class. 

During dinner, notjhiiig foe some time pai^ticu^ 
larly occurred. .^Iindxew, ^^ih a ^uick iind;Cun^ 
ning eye, observed the etiquettcis of tlje taUe, aSr 
^y were pofemied by others, and acq^tted 
himself withput. comi^itting any.extrac^rdinary, 
breaeh of the wonted ceremonials; in this re*. 
«pect, be was iijidjped supmor: to maiqF % ^^t^ ot 
nobility^ from El^n or OxfoErd* The .Duc^eas of 
p. led hi^ on ifjn (H^^vers^tion, Md h^ aaid a nui^ 
beic of droll and naif things, whiph w^m reo^rved 
%9 bon mots of the i^ost racy '4aY<KQr* Peals of 
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Imi^bter Ime tettbam]r ta all tlie heme 
what caccttB he giwtamed Tm diartcter, and a4 
die wiM iiKMiiited Ida OQiificlence toae. Before die 
end of die aeeond CGurae lie waa in b^ glee, and 
^perfectly at liSs eaae ) insomQcb, that the very seiu 
Vants in attendance oonid with difficulty maintain 
the requii^tacitom decorum of thenrc^ce. But 
dQ restraint of duty, jdaoe^ and circumstaaee, were 
in the end overwhehsed, when, in repty to an in^^ 
yitatixm fiom her Chrace, to take wine widi her, 
he exdainied, '^ Na, leddiea, if ye gar me drink 
at this rate, the wine iriU be mmnng in my head, 
and 111 he kitiEi^ you till ye keckle <nr a^s done ; 
m look to die oonsequencesJ^ 
r Lord^ Sandyford eigoyed. the scene with a re^ 
Ksb to whidi he had long been a stranger ; but 
the Countesa waa the least affected of the ^Mli 
|Mtfty by die siniplicilfy or die artt>f Andisew. Het 
JLadyship^ boweyet,; mauitained throiigfaont dsa 
Cffening a ^raeeftd piopriely, that admirably be^* 
ca^ her station.. She* seldom condescended to 
lac^t stSI, 'at tbittfl^ a jd^asant, tinging,, eheerfiil 
sound came fimn her faeaH,.thai; dMwed she could 
€DJoy the pleasantries of life as jocundly aa bet 
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ntighkmai On tbesd oocamM; her ferd #cmld 
loob tt her^ as if stanBed by MMne u^eie^ted iMie 
of pleasui^, but iA t momcmt W hilittirf wfils sup^ 
preBsed, and she im« as orid ainl fonaal «9 before^ 
The eyening^s enteitiuiiiiieiit had^ however, ge* 
Mindly the effleci of hwjpiriiig the Eiirl with « 
giiitefiil fieelfi^ towards Aadvev ; for it is one of 
theblessed odnsequeiiceB of hearty kaj^ter, to 
alhr into action all the hhidty faumotus of the 
ndnd; and hk Lordship drtermined to have him 
£v his fireGpent giiest The rest of the company^ 
particularly the Duchess of Dl, was scarcdy less 
delighted with his eooentrieities ; aiid when, aAer 
returning to the draWing^room, die persuaded hifis 
to sing, he^fidcly w«m her lieart^ asid was chosen 
a^ Tegular i&vitanit to aH her parties for the winter. 
Indeed^ to do fafan justbe, k &e eheiee of his 
song he dbplaj^ed equd taste a»d judgment, and 
the execution was wortir^r of the choice. His 
soikg iw that ItdierouB oianieratio^ 
duittek, hcpmrng with << My fadier wi* his dee« 
hg fareaU^"' ha tibe perfiimiaiiee of which, flushed 
Mdi the Tuscan, lie addressed hnna^ so eagerly 
to her Grace, snapping his fingers widi exulta- 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

BORROWING. 

The first winter tbuB passed with our hero in a. 
manner that most yowg men would have det^ed 
enviable, and the prudent regarded as firaught wii& 
danger to his fixture fortune ; but his simplicity, 
remained invincible to the blandishments of plea? 
sure, and the sterling worth iof his innikte cbarao« 
ter raised him more and more in the estimation of 
Lord Sahdyfordt 

One morning, on going to chambers, he fbmid 
Mr Vellum thoughtful and vexed. He had 
been, on the preceding evening, engaged with 
money-lenders, relative to an additional mort^ 
g^e, which was immediately required for the 
Earl, and the negodation had not been satisfac^ 
tory. The money was obtained ; but on such 
terms, that he was almost afiraid to communicate 
them to his Lordship,-**not that he had any rea^ 
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doii» from his ezperienee of the EsrPs dispositioii 
and temper, to a|iprelieiid that hia Lordddp wonU 
trouUe himadtf for a moment oa die suliject ; but 
he felt as a man of business, thai he had not been 
so hafipy uv his management as on other similar 
occasions.. 

After sitting some lime,, turning over the me- 
moranda, of ths.tiansaction, and, casting about in 
his thouj^ for what he should say to the Earl, 
he happened to look'towards the desk where An^ 
diew was earnestly employed at his vocation, his 
litde round smootk-hair^d head following his pen 
as if it was sbwly rolling on the paper ; and it 
occunred-to him, that perhaps no fittfr envoy could 
be employed in the business thaa the droll and 
uncouth oddity before him. From what had al- 
ready taken place between hhn and the Earl, the 
humour and peculiiurities of Andrew seemed likely 
to render the commonicaticm less disi^eeable to 
his Lordship, dian his own dry and regular me« 
thod of explaining tiie circumstances, and he simn 
moned him at once from the desk* 

** You must go, Wylie,"^ said he, " to Lord. 
Sandyford with these papers. They c^mtain som^ 
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nstiew iie^Mig the loin <€ fmiB^ lisoiustfiid 
{k»hU iIm i Ibai^ prbctuvd Ar in« X»AM^ * 

coBottilned ikioatf^. B«t fail liMWy ^Aout ift>^ 
tKner dis exrianatkou nwnirninfli i^^ And Votf 
vrill tell him, that it really could not be ahi a in od 
en better tmsm i thatrm f$Mf at pMiKiK 4t)ery 
dn^ ia the <ity k dndiied ty to faiatalMin of 
the govemufnit loan; anil moatjr eltt onify be' 
MiM yrOBL th« unboii ififlfamliy^ atiA im tecxis I 
am almost asbmod fo vtate«** 

"^ I indi-««I iridi,'' dsM Addmr^ '« that- Aiy 
Lopd may bnd lilegilfaer twenty thbutaad ^tbda 
a"^ at asoe ; and watttncg^baidi atliedc and mingi^^ 
wf bardif tecUUea andirhiii^igfool-ftUoirtiairyM 
gat- 

VeUum watf ibldiiig tqp the fisperi v^Mld ouif 
hero made fMn ^bserrkion ; mid a UMle i^tili6v€4 
ftom his «ffid«ty b^ hailing (detected lum fer h«i 
isiinister, aeid jocttkrlyy ^^ You Mty ae w^ gi^e 
bsn Lordd^ a Word 4^ adtic« oH ih^ &x\^ect^ 
Wylie, if you fiiid hitti fal ^ huteoter.^ 

*^^AtW(^l III iad g^iidge to do thit,'* replied 
Andreir seriously ; ^^f&t h^'s a fine mail, and Ui 



o'er nmeMe ta'^ ^^ ivi" iMfsii ItT^apkyflnl 
my liofd AfA het dbma ^nr the^lhe^ to iree( as 

VeBisin Was stiy^ed b)r dds toharic, andlook- 
ing caimestlyand inquisitively at Anatew, said^ 
^ Hare ycy^ lieard any^ittg about diieiii ?"" 

'^ Me hear about ietkeok !-^Wli«; oooM I iMi 
about them ? I ken nobody that^s acquaint wi! 
ORy o' l&^ftaVeyduMd; bm i laUre trntTiolet in 
my bead) and as ma&y wfaido^^^y and I can feariiedi 
at the ane, and keek out at the 'iAer, and leant 
what^s giiun 6n In die varld, jUBt as weel ^ ither 
fbft.«^My Ledtfy Mr Vdlum^ is nudr weel fared 
in flie -parley-voo style to ber gttdemao, than a 
kindly i^ife shoukl be, and my Lord fashes at bet 
formality.'*' 

'^ You are a strange e«<eiRmet or I am mis- 
taken,'' said Vellum, as he banded him the papers ; 
^ and { hope you «i]l not bkuider in this bnsi- 

ncS9* 

Andrew^ as he re^vtd<i rivgm^ assayed bds nu»^ 
fer/ Ifaat be might d^p^ )m would do his best 
ebdeimnm botll to ^kn ban and the Bad satia^ 
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hcdon; and, taking his hat, hastaied to Sandy 
finrd-house^ where he was immediately adtxdt^ied. 

" What i Wylie>are you sent F cried his Lord- 
ship, somewhat surprised when our hero entered^ 

^^ For lack o^ a better hand; my Lord, the mas- 
ter bade me tak thir papers to your Lordship, and 
to tell you, that he was vera s^otry he couldna get 
tile siller <m ony thing like Christian terms at thi« 
dme.^ 

His Lordship smiled, saying, ^ I thought he^ 
knew thitf I never expected it on aViything like 
Christian termsJ!^ 

^^ It^s a great soom^ my Lord,^ resumed An^ 
drew, looking at the Earl fi^om under his brows ; 
^ and maun hae ta'en ft hantle o^ gathering and 
gripping to make it up ; and it^s a sair pity that 
it winna last lang wi' your Lordship.*" 

The Earl,, at this address,^ laid the papers on 
the table, and b^gedr Andrew to be seated. 

" What were you ol^sendng, Mr Wylie, about 
the money ?*" said his Lordship, when Andrew 
had seated himself aloof from the taUe. 

^^ I was just saying, sir, my Lord, that twenty 
thousand pounds is a dreacUul soom of money. 



. I 
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It^8 A tiiouaaid pomias B-yeur, my Lord, At mer* 
clii|]^'*8 ratejL o^ dead loss.^ 

** It U ao, WyKe ; but what thea ?"* . 

^^ Nae, as to the ii^hat then o^ the business,^ 
cried An&ew, in some degree %htened^ ii^ his 
fSfint, '^ ihat^s your Loidship^s look out But I 
canna bear to see an honest gentl^nan riding heU 
ter skelter straight on to a broken brig, and no 
gie him wamii^.^ 

'^ This is at least something new,^ said Uie 
^arl to himself a little interested, and with a 
kindly excitement of sensilnlity towards his friend ; 
and. he tb^ added, ^ I am certainly ob%ed to 
you, WyEs.'* ' 

" YeVe nane obSgated tome,'' cried Andrew ; 
''^ itfs the part cT honesty to let you ken the road 
ye're in ; but, as Bums says -to the de^il, ^ O 
would ye tak a thoi^ht and mm\'' for really, my 
Lord, Fm wae fer you— a oaan 6* your d^pee can 
bother work nor want, and what will become o^ 
you ^en^ a^'s gane to a' ? Ill tell you what it is, 
my Lord, before I wottld be hinging ae millstone 
ubout my neck after anither in this gait, I would 
take a rung, and thrash erery ane o^ your het and 



Sol finftUbw ♦ul q' the honae^DerU do me gudr 
o^ them — and o^ the otk^ danganapbrey^ tjn^ are 
eating you o^ ^Jioioe aiid hall, ^t I woi^d kt 
tj^m k^ wli^t fevr«9fir tbGni6ai4 pounds are; in as 
iMngr paib. S|r> my Lwd, if yeTl Wieve me, 
Afire* was do a$ iwjtfe /f^^ o* a' tb«t fool antic 
mob of lMht»!9m mX i9«i97?wdEew% deTouring 
Ihe maint 9^ie k^m tfi^; i^r ni^l^ ^' their g^ 
lanting, that would gie your Lc^d^bqp a ba?Rrhie 
fcr a(ul4 latig qme, if ye v^e seeking your meat 
irae door ^ dooi^ in a caqld ^nWr^a day, w? the 
diaap a^ ^ul? wb, a|id th^ tear in your ee, aod 
^ Q^jjir IttOd^V 3»f^ evea |t «avdd' p^tatoe, in your 
meal-pock.- 

^ Th0 ploture i$ 6m>i^'' avul die £arl empha- 
tieaUy; '^ but it is not without some true porl^rai- 
txte. What w^wJd y^vk adyise me to do ?^ 

^^ it wmdd be mUr of «' b<Hmdfi d^ dislcfetkm £or 
nB& to advise your I#rdsb%>sr repUed ^ur h^Ni. 
^ Fm oaly speablag o* wbal J vould do my^d; 
but then Tm nddier t loid nor a married maa."" 

" Yea, Wyiie^ yes ; you ar^ right The lord 
mid die manrkd man ot two serifoim Qoimdei»- 
tiosis,"" said the £ad, a Ulde peaMvely. 



^^ Aue of them,^ cried Andrew briskly, ^^ is 
bad enough ; but the tw{^. 19^^ l^ (^ that would 
puzzle Solomoik ^UBfld.. Hava^pMarer, sir, my 
Lord, I can tell you ae thing, and that is, redde 
tbe;xive|bd dceii^ m^wj^ L^y^ aadaiblii^ hmA 
ywi i^ti bes xnH can qnoB. Mn^e 0^ the cost and 
entlay that ye^re at fcs livmg fiiniituare, the^(at«» 
9g d»he9 and 'dttiddng decanters that o^er aften 
garnish your table." 

1!he E^'a ei^aixr w^ audi came during this 
^eech ; ins eyes, at f^ fteedmi of die aUus(jien 
^ Xjidy Sandylbcd, flashed^wi^iiicBgKatieii^^vt 
it was only for a moment. When Andrew pi^used^ 
Ma eoqntenmoe ww settled, and he sa|^ ki an 
easy-tone^ ^^ You %mf9y I ihiidi, Wyfie^ but a poer 
p^nien of my fUests^^ 

' f^ The ihlh«» weel enev^k % tut ag y<m? L^td* 
feldjMares^^ae fitde about" dlesb I 'Mndef h<yw>ye 
aantbe^Jastied^ti^iHie^'* . , 

^^ How do you know that I care little about 
tbee^^^ said- the &at^ half amused, bui surprised 
ai-tbefem^. 
^ - ^\:Ajk the aidd tssAg^ ^iag^y 8^4 Andrew, 
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''* Them that gant 

Something watit^ 

Skep^ iDMi, or making a'/ 

r 

And yell exoiise loy freedcmi, sir, my Lml, 
but I have s<eeii, mair dian once or twice, that 
your Lordship was no in a rera satisfied ditua- 
ti^, notwithdtandijig the ^merriment «nd daffing 
around you.'' 

, « How ?"" cried the Earl, and bit his lips. "But, 
Wylie, what mak^ you suppose that there is what 
you call a niydled skem between me and Lady 
Sandyford.'' 

The jocidar tone ha ^nrloch his Lordship uttdr« 
ed this senteoLce, was calculated to throw Andrew 
off his guard ; but it produced no change in the 
earnest simj^city with which he was endeavour* 
ii^ to fulfil the oj^era he had received firdm his 
master, with respect to tecommending economy to 
the EarL 

" I meant no t^nce,"' re]^ied Ai^drew req«ct« 
fully ; " but I thought the best way for your 
Lordship to b^in to retr^ch^ would be by trying 
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to do wkh as little ccmipmiy as possible ; and if 
my Leddy might be brou^t to the Bame wafy of 
tlHokiiig, it would be a blithe thing for you baidi.'" 

Andrew paused^ for he observed a cloud pass- 
ing over the EarFs expressive countaumce, and 
a mutual silence for some time ensued; during 
niiicbi his Lordship rose wd w^ed towards the 
wind(^« Our hero ako 1^ his chaii^ iand was 
stoiiding on ^ floor to make Ms^ bow at leave, 
when the Earl turned round. " Wylie,^ said his 
Lordship playftilly , " can you speak of trees, from- 
lite cedar that is in Lebanon, even unto the hys« 
sop that springeth out of the wall P^ 

** It's no right o' your Lorddrip,^ rq>lied An-- 
drew seriously, ^^ to make « fool o^ the Bilde l^ 
likiestiing me to King Solomon, the msestman 
that ever was in the world ; so I wish your Lord- 
ship a vera gopd morning. But hae ye owy ilbisg 
to say to Mr Vellum anent the twenty thousahd 
pounds j?^ 

*^ What can 1 have to say ?— -I wanted*^!!!^ mo^ 
ney-^eha^got it— ^nd I doubt net bf^ madetki 
best^ bargain in his power ; so- ti^ baek tifaie'pa^ 
peti, and t^ lum to prepare thedeeds.^ 

VOL. I. a 
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" Sir^ my Lord," cried Andi^w, petrifi^ " ye 
hae Bcver lookit at 4;he papers*'' 

The Earl smiled, and i^pping towas^b die ta- 
ble, gathered them up imd cotmted them ; he thm 
placed them in Anclrev's hamls, and said, ^^ I have 
lodked quite as much at them as I ymk to do.'" . 
Andrew shook his head as he received the papers^ 
smd for a moment looked compassionately -at llie - 
Earl. There was something in the motion and 
the look that produced an electrical vibration at 
the heart of his Lordship, and as our hero moved 
towards the door and retired, he followed him with 
his eye ; and even after the door was closed, stiU 
he continued for several minutes to gaze in that 
direction. 

'^ I have hidierto lived among machines,'' said 
the Earl, in soliloquy, moving from the spot, and 
throwing lumself carelessly on a sofa ; ^^ but thia 
is a human being ; it has brains, in which thought 
rises naturally as water wells from the ground, llie 
wholescnne element of temperance ; it has a heart 
too ; and in tfiis little discourse has shewn more 
of man than all the bearded bipeds I have ever 
metwith. What am I to him, that he should take 
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aidi brother^ interest in my desolation ? and how 
should he know that it is caused by my wife? 
My wife !-p^What wife f-^I have no wife ; scarcely 
so mudi of one as Othdlo had when he had slain 
the gentle Desdemena.** And in saying these 
wordS) his Lordship rolled his head over towards 
the bade ef the sofa, and covering his fece with his 
handkerchief, lay seemingly adeep. l- 
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Al? ACCXJK&KT. 



The Earl of Sandyford was an only child. In 

4 

his fifth year, he had succeeded to the family ho- 
nours and estates. The Countess, his mother, 
was one of those kind of respectable ladies, who, 
at their exit from the stage of life, are declared, 
in the obituary of the newspapers, to have been 
of the nature €i pearls and predous stones— or- 
naments to their sex. Her huAimd bequeathed 
to her the prindpal direction of bis son'^s educa- 
tion. The young Lord was the last of his im- 
mediate line, and, in the event of dying without 
issue, the estates and titles devolved on the re- 
mote descendant of some collateral ancestor. The 
Dowager felt it no less her duty, on this .account, 
to cultivate his affections for the domestic virtues. 



in ord^ Aat he m^l he eaarly faichieiecl te tcfttn 
a suitable inatrhiKHiid eofm^doft, tbim to provide 
aU the proper and reqmoie meaBs for the deve- 
lopment of his talents and the formation of a cha- 
racter, which, she was persuaded, would reflect 
lustre on his country. 

With this view, his educati(m was entirely do- 
mestic; but conducted by liiasters iennnently qua- 

lified, till he reached hid €ixte^th year, when he 

< 

was sent to college. The Countess, at the same 
time, assiduously presorted an old intimacy with 
the Avonside family, the lUught^rs of which prb- 
mised to excd their mother, who had been one of 
the most celebrated beauties of her day^ and whose 
many amiable qualities were &r dearer in the re- 
collection of her fiiends, than the charms <»f her 
p^son^ or the graces of her manners. She died 
while her ch3dr^ Were all young; but m the 
Marquis, %b&x lather,^ it was thought they had a 
wise and excellent protector. lj^nf<»rtunatd[y, how- 
ever, after her ^^th, he devoted tnmself, lis he 
said, entirely to puUic business, and left them in 
the hands of hited mlt^etoiB, who were only an* 
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xious that they dhould' be disthiguished for the 
elegance of their external lEidquireinents. 

In the course of thii^ intimacy, the CountesB 
had, in due time, the satisfaction to observe that 
Lady Augusta, the eldest, b^an to interest the 
youthfiil admiration of her. son ; »id it soon be> 
came an understood di|ng, among the respective 
friends of the two families, that, when his Lord- 
ship came of age, a marriage would in all proba- 
bility take place. 

We shaU not dwell on intervening circumstan- 
ces ; Lord Sandyford at college was allowed to 
possess talents of a very high order. The most 
sanguine expectations were formed of him by his 
acquaintance; but some ofthem differed as to the 
department in which he was likely to excel. The 
ambitious, who judged of him by his occasional 
animation, predicted that he would exalt the p6li- 
tical renown of his country ; but those who most 
esteemed the milder movements of his character, 
cherished the hope, that his genius would add to 
her more permanent glory in the quiet pursuits 
of a literary life. Both parties were ec^ially dis- 
appointed. 
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Lady Augusta Spangle was in many respects 
the reflex of her accomplished lover. She was 
not only endowed with great beauty, bat an edu- 
cation, conducted with admirable skill to bring 
out all the showy portions of her character in thm 
fairest forms and tiveliest colours, had adorned 
her with many elegancies, almost as fascinating 
as that charming simplicity with which Nature 
delights to set at defiance the graceful endeavours 
of art. She was not witty, nor did she possess 
any of that sunniness of mind, which beams out 
in the smiles of good humour; but her apothegms 
had often the force of wisdom, and sometimes the 
brilliancy as well as the barb of satire. It was 
impossible to see her without admiration; but 
, there was a systematical decorum in her deport- 
ment, which diminished the delight that her sin- 
gular beauty was naturally calculated to inspire. 

She had, in fact, been educated for the market 
of fashion, and deluded by the sordid maxims of 
l^Irs Harridan, to whom the care of her youth 
had been unfortunately entrusted^ she beUeved 
that t^e main olgect in the life of a young wo^ 
man of rank, is to obtain an establishment beco- 



1 
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majig the ^Bgnky of her funily. ^^ Men,^ as that 
antiqaatecl artificer of numuers would ofiten say 
to her pupils, ^^ are all either mercenary or capri- 
cious ; and the daughter of a duke, if she is not 
rich, a^d few of them are so, has no change of 
marrying according tp her condition, unless she 
rend^ herself interesting to the vanity of sud) 
noblemen as can i^ord to indu^ their fancies in 
the dbunoe of a wife.^ Lady Augusta gave ere* 
dit to her precepts, and was their victim. 

It might have been thou^t, considering how 
soon it had been determined that Lady Augusta 
was destined to be the bride of Lord Sandyford, 
that Mrs Harridan would have relaxed in her ef- 
forts to finrm an artificial diaracter, which, if she 
had possessed any true judgment of the world, 
she must have perceived could not fail in the end 
to excite the aversbn of the Earl ; but her sys- 
tem was neither to make homes hiq^y nor wives 
amiable. Shehadaninterestof her own to serve; 
and actuated by the same mercenary motives as 
die mosic-masters whom she employed, was only, 
^oiicitous about the effect which her pupi)(s might 
produoe on their appearance in society. The 
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eclat of a splendid general defKirtment she knew 
would redound to her own advantage ; and for 
this she neglected to cultivate those gentler gra- 
ces which constitute the true strength of female 
dominion. 

One thing, howerer, resulted from her system ; 
but perhaps it depended more en the eflfeet of in- 
£yidual feeling, than as a necessary consequence 
of the ^ted virtues which she so assiduously po- 
lished. 'The desire to obtain approbation quicks 
ened the sense of shaine, and gave it even a mor- 
bid acuteness. To this feeling l«acty Augusta was 
nm^ously alive ; and where there is shame, there 
may yet be virtue. 

The day after Lord Sandyford came of age, 
the marriage was celebrated ; but before the ho- 
ney-moon had half waned, it was evident to the 
most cursory visitor, that his Lordship had im- 
Inbedsome secret cause of distaste against Ins beau- 
tiful bride, fiy the end of the third month, to 
the amassement of aU the world, he was wildly 
running the career of dissipation. 

The Dowager, his mother, was brokeir-hearted 
by this unexpected result, and her distress was 

g2 
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V 

consoled in the vtsad mann^ fay a nxmhep'ofuym-' 
pathizmg fiiends, not All females, who, in their 
malicious consolatioii, ofiten remarked, thi^t^ after 
all, sooner or later, m^a will indemnify themselves 
for the restraints laid upon their youth;. and thai 
the good old way of lettii^ youngfeOows sow iheir 
.wild oats was evidently the best, as it was doubt- 
less the result o£ practical wiadcmi and eiqierience. 
/^ We therefiNre,r said these honourable person- 
ages, ^^ do not despair yetrof seeing Li»rd Sandy- 
ford puU v^f and tunt out a very shining characr 
t^.^ Nothing, however, was farther from the 
^charity (£ th^ h(^s ; and several years^ passed 
away, without any thing arising to make them 
doubt ithat his r^in was iir<;>lneYahle. 
^ In the jQieantjme, uo appar^t change had taken 
place in the el^gaiit depc^rtment of the Countess. 
She was still radiant with beauty, .and the sfdi^- 
.dour of her accomjdis^ents was acknowledged 
through all the constdlations of ftshicm^ Her 
.prudence also received its due share of commen- 
dation ; for, notwithstanding the^soigmatlcal ca- 
reer of h&t lord, she stiU preserved with, him the 
conjugal decorum oi living und^ the same roo£ 



^Bttty except on those occaiaoi^ ifben it was ner 

tmsary iff eAMt ^ plate and hoc^tality of the 

ftmily^ they wUxm met ; sdU mamtaimng, bow- 

^.e^er, towaidedie woild that well-fared redproctty 

mf dvility, which justified their aequaintance in 

addng them to the same pauses on the same 

* Chie nq|ht^aa her Ladyship was retimiing home 
rfiram theOpenh her eamage^in crossing firom Pica- 
cdSfy into Beridcy-Street, ita against a gentleman 
cwh» happened to be passmg at the moment, and 
.serioudy hurt him* The stranger was Mr Fer- 
sera^ one ef the most eiccentric orbs then above the 
horiaoB of fiuhion. This gentleman, in his youth, 
was ardent aadgenerous, quiek in his resentments, 
easily ' offended, and frank in his pardons; but 
therewas a versatility of humour about him, which 
.prevented. him fr^om making friends, and as he ad- 
vanced in life, the career which he ran tended to 
impair bis best qualities. The succession of an- 
xieties which he suffered from the turf and Ae 
hasnad[4able^ excited a fiklse appetite for acute 
sensati^ms, and all jfdeasures seemed to him^apid 
ttoit were not flavoured with a mixture of appre- 



t^faMon, aii4 mm tt danger. IfiBloHeasbttp. 
mifi^ his fyeimgBf aad iia «ucgmi wm « spoir ta 
Jiift infiitMUon* Tfab 4i8leiiiiieied ststft of caoEiM- 
Ji^^t h«4» m tJie period of vlnch we 8» spenkiBg^ 
M«pedadegnMof6eiuqr; aiidaUhouglEmiAaii* 
nera theunhai^ aum conducted hiflUMtf like die^ 
g^ierality of tbe drde in Tdbddb he moved, heiraa 
nb^endy to^ed iHth madiiess. HiftiiUMBiey^kGw* 
«¥ei^.b9d iiot manifested itself in mf itiBtctrtme cf 
reiM^loible ^t^vegmce; but the omMlt of hb 
mmd and thoni^ta wexe ttoufaled aaimjiBMiiM^ 
and froqufisd; teaijpeetttotts guflts, and wUrinikiia 
of wge and patfia% loged lum wiOi :a haiidlo]^ 
radmeit in hia pmmibi, whatenet they^ hfl^eaed 
to be; at «ftm» hovenrei^as heafttuaedpoMeBiton • 
of his objiant, tbe paroxyosi immedkitely aubeidad^ 
and he foamd^ as.it yjrs, and looked Doimd^aaJf' 
be stood vondfixiag at what oould have iartigattd 
biia bile^ a»^ predpiteiaiMit and violence; 

Poriiig tiie petiod: th«tbe vas oeofinedtokfe 
voom b]r tibe aoeident> Lady Saadjislbid^ wkb^'whoai 
b^ bad no pi:eTionft aciqpiaiiysttijce, fiieqfaandgt amt 
t&iiiq|^^bm;'aiidtiieeffi5et of thia natmai^ 
indeed vio^ t^ cireiuiwtaioesr) indispaiflible po- 
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' lUaacBs^ impnd Inm vhb a fienetic mtliugiagm 
QiPfpraiilude tBiraidi her Ladyskip ; inMttmeh, thai 
viwa he wiMin a oondteioii to mix again in twciety^ 
he sought her oot in all places irith an impaevaoaa^ 
ed zeal that belimged alike to his mental infirmity 
and his character ; and he was so open and dngu* 
lar in tihk> that he socm attracted th^ eyes of the 
wcnrld towards him. 

The Countess was a neglected wife ; but such 
1^ been the pride of her carriage, that no man 
had eyer yentured to address her with one impn>- 
per expression ; and such the sustained dignity of 
her d^porta&ent, thi^ no circumstance had yet ec- 
curved to require the slightest exertion of the latent 
powers of bar own mind* She was, howeyer, struck 
at la^ with the assiduities of Ferrers ; and liaying 
a distiiiet perception of the shattered state of his 
undfirstandingy instead of repelling or relniking 
his pertinacity, she stooped, if the term may be al^ 
lowtd^ with a compassionate condescenoon, which, 
c<»itrtftted with her usual cool and collected de» 

^ mi^anour, begot, surmises prgudiduil to bar Ikk 
noto. The8e>forat]me,wereonlytobemetwith^ 
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like rare coins that serve £nr counters, at the fldeet 
whist-taUes of the Fates of reputadoa ; but at last 
they got into general circulatbn among the small 
change of scandal at the dub-houses. 



A rABAGftAFil. 159 



CHAPTER XIX. 



A PAEAGEAPH. 



On the morning pceoedii^ one of Lady Sandy- 
ford's grand winter parties^ as the Earl wa& sitting 
alime in the library, after he had just finished his 
breakfiist, and thrown himself, bade in his chair, 
with his &et on the fender, nursing such aimless 
fancies as float in the haze of an imagination cloud- 
ed by ennui, an incident occurred which precipi- 
tated the crisis of his conjugal disease. It was 
the custom of the servants in the hall to dry the 
wet newspapers with a smoothing iron, which not 
only did the business expeditiously, but gave them 
the lustre of the hot-press. It was also as regu- 
larly their custom to inform themselves of what 
was going on in die world, before taking in the pa- 
pers to thdr master and mistress. By this, a pa^ 
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ragraph that pretty plainly accused the Countess 
of infidelity was discoyered. In order to preserve 
peace in the house, it was suggestedfay oneof the 
footmen that it would be as well to bum it out, as 
if by accident, with the smoothing iron. This was 
done, and the paper canied in to his Lordship. 

In this obliterating operation a portion, however, 
of the parliamentaxy psrooeedings was destroyed ; 
and little interest as the Earl took in them, or in- 
deed in any earthly conceritt&ent, he<9ouldiiot en- 
dure a disappointment ; the bdl, in ooasequaiet, 
was rui^ sharply^ and ano&et ^^3fy of the piip«r 
NirtnWttli orcici^cl. 

The tent kt wMeh &Aa command was delivered 
alarmed the servant who received it, and he e^n* 
nmnicatedlns opimon to his companions, that their 
master had certainly, notwithstanding their ooii- 
trivance, made out some of the defaced paragraph,, 
and therefore it would be M^ good as their places 
were worth, to ecpdvocate any more in such cir- 
cumstances ; another paper was aecatdSan^ prc^ 
cured, and presented to his Loidsh^. 

There was asi air of embarmssmienl m ihe ap- 
pearance o£ iShe foototm who earned k in, wMdi 
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9triKj£ the keen eye of iiis master. He seemed to 
jb^tate as ke laid it on the taUe, and to linger m 
tbe rooDft ; iosomndi, that the Earl ordered him 
toretnre. 

The interest whieh had been eicdted in reading 
tbe parfiamentary debate had, daring this liule 
n^exsn^on, subsided. Instead of turning to it 
i^ain. Us Lordship carelessly allowed his eyes to 
ifsspdet over the small talk in the fasfaioniMe de- 
fuctment ; and ihe fisBt paragraph dii^ caught 
bis attentiffliiras die one which alluded to tbe in* 
fidelities of Lady Sandyfoid. 

He vead it twice OYet enq[duitically<p— he rose 
&mt bisaeat) and wfdked to the window— he then 
retuivdd, and read it again. Happening to glance 
o^^ibcpage, he saw that it was exactly on the back 
of the passage in tl^ debate whidi had been burnt 
out* ^^ These raseak,^ he exdaimed, ^^ are ac- 
. quainted with the guilt of tl^ mistress, and it 
was no accident that occasioned the burning of 
tltt othicar paper."^ 

His first moYement was to call in the servants 
and qpiestion them on tbe subject; but in tte same 
moment he rdiected oa his own cardbHuess » a 
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huisband, and withdrew bis haad as it was streteh^ 
towaids the bell-pull — mortified with hknsetf that 
the sense of honour should m$ke him heeitateto 
vindicate his conjugal rights. In this crisis the 
Countess entered, and his Lordship lising abrupt- 
ly, moved towards the door, as if he bad resohred 

^'not to speak to her ; but before turning the Ixdt, 

. be paused and said, with an agiti^ed voice, point- 
ing to the newqiaper, *^ Your Ladydiip wiU fiird 
an interesting paragraph among the gcandaious^ in- 

. uendos of the day ;^ and in saying these words, he 
hurried out of the room. 

The Countess hastily seiEed the newspaper, and 
on looking at the paragraph, su^Rnred an inexpres- . 
sible feeling of hiuniliation ; her piide was laid 
prostrate, and she sat fot several minutes in aatate 
of stupefoction ; for she was conscious of never ha- 
vii^ been guilty of any levity,, and had tak^ no 
small merit to herself for the d^nity with which 

. she had endured, at first, the spleen, and suboe- 
quently the negligence, of her lord.. In the course, 
however, of a few minutes,, she recovered her self- 
possesnon, and ringing the bell, directed cards lo 

. be instantly issued, toinfinrm her firi^ids t^t her 
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afttfefiibly fmr that nig^twM deferred. With equal 
decisioii she at the same lime ordered the carriage, 
^mAAnpfe to Mrs Harridan's, for the purpose of 
taidaig het advice. 

On reachiBg the reridence of that lady, she was 
at once admitted by the servants ; bat on altering 
the ro<Hn where their mispress was ntdng, she per- 
•ceived by the cool ceremony of her reception, that 
Mrs Harridan was abeady acquaint^ed with the ik» 
tal paragraph ; a short preface, in coi^equence, 
served to introduce the oigect of her visit 

^M hofej^ said Mrs Harridan calmly, ^^ that 
there Ib no real foundation fer this slandnr ; but, 
attifl eiPents, my dear Lady Sandyford, it is not 
an affiur m whicfa I can with nnj propriety inter- 
fere. Besides, mm t^at thit^s are so public, it 
• would be highly improper m me, oimsideri g my 
situ^on, wiA so many young ladies of rank un- 
dar my care, to be at aM seen in Hm businefls. 
Si»rdy 3rou have other friends, moae experienced 
insudi sort of misfortunes, to whom you can apply 
with more advantage.^ 

Hie Cmmtess looked at her with surprise and 
iiri^adM, esdhmnbkg, *^ Y09 speittc asif I were 
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gmky ! You throw me from you as if I Inrought 
infection with me I*^ 

^^ Far be it from me,^ said Mrs Harridan, in 
the same quiet polite tone, ^^ to suppose any such 
ikii^ ; but I aan much too insignificant a person 
to tdke the rq>utation of the Countess of &mdy- 
toxd under my protection.^ 

^^ I thought,^ cried her LadysUp, almost burst- 
ing into tears, ^^ that I might, in any distress, have 
qpl^ed to you as to a mother."*^ 

" I trust," replied Mrs Harridan, " that whrai 
your Ladyship was under my charge, you always 
found a» sck^h, and your conduct then was certain- 
ly irreproachaUe ; but I cannot be reciponidble for 
the behaviour of ladies afrer they have entered tlrc 
world. In a word, should the result of this imfoTi- 
tunate bufioness prove pr^udicial to your Lady- 
ship, it will not be the first instance of the kind 
that has confirmed me in the prudence of a ruk I 
have long laid down, never to interfare in the coUp- 
c^ns of my pupils after they have once left my 
house. I shall rgoice if yoiur Ladyship is acquit- 
ted of the imputation, but I cannot put to hazard 
the character of my establishment; and it is there* 
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fore with profound pain I feel myself constrained 
to put an end to our intercourse."^ 

. The Countess was thunderstruck. She had ne- 
v^ before been addressed in the jdain hinguage 
of a business-mind, sordidly considering its own 
interests, and pursufng them in contempt ci all 
the sympathies and charities of social life. She 
rose from her seat, but trembled so much, that, 
unaUe to stand, she sunk back in the chair, and 
ga^ way to her tears. H^ spirits^ howe^r; soon 
rallied, ^tid;w^ping her^eyeB, she returned abrupt- 
ly to hercatriage, and'-dirove directly home, where 
she dispatdied' a messenger fbr dte Marquis of 
^oimde, h^ fluiier. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



AN EXPLANATION. 



Th£ Earl, on leaving the Counleas, walked 
into the square, with the intention of goii^ down 
to St JamesVStreet ; but for the first time in his 
life he felt that indescribable anbarrassment whidi . 
is so often mistaken for shame. He shrunk at the 
idea of meeting the eyes of his acquaintance, con- 
scious that they must have already seen the para- 
graph, and could not determine how he ought to 
act in circumstances so painfiil and unespected. 
In the hesitation which these reflections caused, 
he haj^ned to recollect that Mordaunt, a college 
companion, whom he had not seen fnr severalyears, 
had left his card for him the day before, and he 
instantly resolved to go to his lodgings, and con- 
sult him on the subject. Accordingly^ instead of 
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iiriUdiig down Bond-Street, he crossed into Ha- 
nover-Square, and by the back of St Geoige^s 
Church, went through the narrow passage lead- 
ing into Saville-Row; thus avoiding the great 
thorough-fares in his way to Sackyille-Street, where 
his fijend lodged. 

. On reaching the house, and being informed 
that he was at home, he walked up stairs, un- 
announced, to the first floor. His appearance 
would have been a sufficient warrantiry for this 
liberty to the servant who opened the door, even 
had his person not been almost universally known 
throughout ^ three fadiionable parbhes, and 
especially in the vicinity of St Jameses Street. 
For, notwithstanding the dexterity and ^ect of 
dress and addi^s in the adventurous knights 
of the order of expedients, there is still an ha- 
bitual and obvious source of superiority about 
the unquestioned gentleman, which all the vari- 
ous degrees of public servants intuitively recog- 
nize, and none mote quickly than the landladies 
and domestics i^'lodging-houses, even though the 
stranger ahmld be fresh firom the country, and in 
the newest gloss of a suit made on purpose for 
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the journey to London, by some worsliipftil digm* 
tarjr in tJle edrpmratioa of the bcnoii^h nearest hia 
estate. 

His Lordship, on reaching the landing-pliM:^, 
flung die drawing-room door cardessly open* 
Mordaunt at the moment was writing, and bdng 
disturbed' l^ die nonchalance of this intrudcm, 
raised hia eyes hastily, and did not at the first 
gbmce recognize, in the pale attenuated elegimce 
of the man of fiishion, the coice vigorous «Ad 
handsome rival of his boldest ex^dses. In an in* ' 
stant, however, he discova^ who he wns, and 
starting from his seat, took the Earl warmly by 
the hands. His Lordciiip endiHred the heartiness 
of the double shake fiar a few seconds with evi« 
d<^t pl^tsure, but ashamed to shew the senedlnli* 
ty t^at he felt, he abruptly pulled his hands away, 
and diook his fingers, as if they were tlnglii^ 
with the squeeze, saying, ^^ I wii^ the gods had 
given you dryads and fauns hoofe f<^ hands ; you 
have positivdh|r bruised my fingers to jdly.*" 

The m»aftier in whkh this was said, had a Ca« 
dence of affectation in it, whicih striK^ dimigree-* 
ably on the ear of Mordaunt, and he looked fi>r a 

12 



1 






AN MW^J^^T^QS. 10ft 

BA#mtot 0t tike &^ca^ eomplemon find f]%ant 
QDMWialiQii of Us fiiend^ witk.ft ptaroiig feelsi^ of 
disappoinlTDteiit tod compasinon ; bid; his kinder, 
diqK>at)oa Intoned ^poQ luni, aiid lie exdaimed» 
^f Jtteav^js, I Saadyford, yflM^ an al^t^red being !^ 

Hie S4QrdaMp9 ;wlth a didSii^ coolnes^^ in 1^ 
fismse iaiii0qK9it fxwnii^ <»Qfioilriy &om> 

he^ to, foot, faid;witb. budeai^ne^^nmly, said^ 
^iTbese.ii»)Sjdba aane the gi^yirth 
ll)a| bite is gathered fiom the mofnii^ sun» and^ 
diat strength firom maay a ^bbfe &ld a^d mile 
qt hill wd 4aI&-^Upan my honcto^ Moidaont, 
yaa.ai^ jAe;W]f8t pecfect petscmifieatidn of the^ 
Ueamga^f a coimtry life I haye ev^ sec^— ab»^ 
sQlutdly a rural allegory-— Apollo fiesh ftom the. 
flei^ o£ PeneUs. V-He then paaaed in his rgil* 
lery^ ^md. talang Mordainit> with the sinoeri^of 
ihax old friendship, by the hand, added) ^^ I can^^t 
not eaqpn^»s how delighted. I $in to aeoiyou, and 
to see you thua;^ 

*^, Ax^ you thw^ Sandy&rd)'' repBed Mop- 
dauiit» te^oUeetiiig the^bright esfectatiotts which 
had cme be@a ^erisbed i^his Inend*. 
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^^ I am indeed not surfnised diat yen should be 
somewhat disconcerted, for I believe that I am a 
little spectrish ; and it is certam tiiiat I have been 
long thought no moie,^ said his Lordshipw 

There was a d^;ree of sensibiKty in die man- 
ner in which the latter part of tMs saitence was 
expressed, that vibrated to ^ generous heart of 
Mordaunt, and, without juiswering, he drew the 
Earl to a seat, and resumed hb own cbmr at Ae 
table. 

^^ Buty" said In» Lcnrdsl^ ga%9 '^ these thii^ 
must not be thoo^t of ia these ways. Whj^ 
may the business be that has^ brought you to 
town, from thepeaeeM shad^Syaod &e iniioeaipe' 
of the groves ?^ 

Mordaunt, equally desinnis to diange the con- 
versation, which he saw troutded his Loidship^ 
said, " Matrimony.'** 

^^ You are indeed a bold f^]low, to reo^fiare on 
a town-bred wife,^ cried the Earl; " I redly^ 
thought that the simple race of the swfaias b&d 
been extinct ; particularly, as tbe poets hav« o£ 
late given them up, almost even in the way of 
rhyme. But you surprise me, — ^who is the CUoe, 
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tint m^ eaffi more used to the sbimd of bells 
and the rattUng of wheels, than totha smgrngJoS 
Upds or of falling, waters, has captivated die g^n« 
tie Damoni''^ 

^^ MatleM' ase not quite so pastond w^ us as 
fhtft,^ Kftiod Mardaimtu ^^ The nymph is m 
cdd aoqui&itaaGe of yourown) JuMa BeMiehgmp.^. 

'^ The beautafid J«Ma P esdaimedr hi&I^ofdK 
sh^ wiiii-imaSicled emidiDn^ le^oUeetbig that he 
had not seen- her sbice Idii o^«n4B^t0d mairiage.;. 
but he suppressed the' r^uemhranee) aaid. said 
voth anJniatwwiy ^ The^Mthfal loves then do stiU 
ireside among the sylvan bowers.^ — ^But thas.pby^ 
4d faaqrriifiBory a^Bon jjXtotmpa^ and present- 
ad tfae^imige a£ I^y Sasidyi^nrd, in tfaate^w* 
isg^ befall^ wUbh had^fiast ehanaeii his j^outfaM 
a ffi BOt M i ia, wjhfn h^heldd her in the graeea of. 
heK wgm yeiaes^ bouniib^ like the fasm^ aoddK} 
t&ec sttsady/gsDve^ that ctorotind Ac^ vei^cmble 
megnifloenofe^ ofi her. laiiceiStnA b<Hi9te» ^ ■c oiit ijastedr 
wiikthe eonditipn int^ "wbidii she bad ftftsn^ and 
hetodieaiy^ paiisadiy aAd> i^apoak^ so^q Iii»i»ii45 



. <^ iYou are imdii^posed^ Spndyfinrdr-^lift^ia.tibi? 
siiatter ?"" sa^ Morcb^i^l nnxioiisljr. 

<^ I ftm oBly tbinbiii^^. rei^l^ hk XcoEcUuf^' 
^^ th^t there caimat be a fitt^ immeaoit ^.cosftk 
muBicatuig son^ notion of the cotmlbttojof ns^txiv 
m^ny, than whea a man is on the vei^pe of the 
{)redpice— r-Fshaw !— I must speak out— -You ar& 
here, Mordaimt, at that mc^nent €£ all my. fife* in! 
whkh I stand most in need of a fiimad-^--a fidend 
such as you aare.*-*-Haye. you heard any dung 
about Lady Sandyfoid F 
. ^^ My Lord T cried Mardaunt> in extreme as^r 
tonishment. 

* *' The hi{>se of the Countess,^ continued his 
Lordsh^ ^^ affects me little ; but> accoic&ig to 
the maxims of that old rascal, the World, tl^ bii» 
sinto has become sapuWc, that I mutei initci£»e* 
Notiung is bad in London, so long as it is un^ 
known, and this affitir is so notorious, that it. is 
very bad — O, shockingly bad. But do not Msten 
to me with such a look of s^?ange irondep^-asto* 
nishment is^ nov quite obsolete, nobody suhiaito 
to do any thing so simple. Do assume a virtue. 
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though ybu hdye it not, or Itbo shoU'lbarget my- 
self. In a wordy Mcndftimtj I had not been long 
Blamed' when I duHCprerad diat Lady Sandyford 
•imsAe&dehtm ike m(^esaeaiialqai^^ 
^>**ihe heart.^ 

<^Who is die o^oear ?^ md Mozdaimt, enw 
phaticidty. 

" Pray donH be so tragical, I beg yim wotft,'' 
eried the Earl, to disguise his own emotuni. ^^ Yon 
iKmdder this affahr too sentimentally. BeHeve 
me, I have been long indifferent about the wo* 
man. I wish but fer a good reason to be well rid 
;of her society— 4ny respect for her family, as % 
shall of eomse say to the world ; but to deaLm<»re 
pbuoly wttb^yim, my own eonduct will not allow 
me to do more. Besides^ the disgrace of a public 
.eacposure would btesk the proud heart of her fa* 
jiher, nor can I make money by the dishonour of 
my wife" , 

His Lordship then proceeded to tell his friend, 

that, soon after his marriage, he <£scoTered that 

• tlie whole mkid of.Lad^ Sandyfosd was bent on 

the figure whkdi she hei»elf would make in so- 

ciety, by which she had disgusted his feelings. 
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and embittered Ins existence. That, gmng wayto 
-the poignaaicy of cBsAppointment, he had nuSted 
into the foffies of the town^ wUdi, however, kii. 
ffitead b£ Blleviating the ii!ksaDKnes8 &£ fak condi- 
tion, only exasperated his reflections) and fcbsfve 
•him, villi redoubled frensy, into a &esh career of 
dissipation ; during which the Countess puam^ 
*Qer own triumphant self*exhihifeidn, msA reached 
(the sunmiit of her amIStibns vanity. 

^^ I thought,"" aaod his OLdrdddqp, <^ thtt piMe^ 
if not virtue, wtmid, however, hs>9«^r6siffved Jni^ 
lint sl^ has filHen ; md, as in afi rimihtr oiMI, 
the husband is amotg the iast that hears the 
news."" '■ 

He then related the inddent of the'bwnt mH- 
'paper, and the paragraph. 

Mordaunt agreed, tliat fiioai so pvH^ t sktlM^ 
':staiiee, tb^:e aiudt b^ some grounds Ibr the sm^ 
cion, and recommended that the servahts ehoodd 
be examined; 

" But,"" 811^ the Earl, ^ even wtoe «he gtiBty, 
X do not meto to instittrte any ^reeess fbr « &- 
' vorce. Your head, however, is cooler than mine, 
I will be guided by you."" 
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"Ah, my Lord r cried Mordaunt, " do not 
«ay to me that you can regaxd with indifference 
dbe miflfoftones, far less the dishonour of a beau* 
tifid woman, to whom you were at one time iso 
pasftionately attached/^ 

AAer -some further conversation, it was arran- 
ged that .Mordaumt diould immediately go to 
Xiady Saadyfoxd^ and that the Earl should, in the 
sieantime, remam in SackvSle-Street, and wait the 
sesult^theint6i>view. 

WhSe jyiordattnt waa absent on thia interesting 
mission^ his Lorddop sat fixr scane time jfeviewing» 
/frith no favourable construction to himsetf, the 
rapid per£tion of so many years of the best jKnr- 
liflsi of his life. In liie course of this Techoning, 
he blamed himself still more than in the morning, 
for the pacipitaaey wkh wMeh he had, in a tem- 
porary fit of spleen, endeavoured to cancel the af- 
fection which he had cherished for his lady, and 
the folly of casting himself so thoroughly away, 
on account of a disappointment which it would 
have been more manly to have mastered. •* But,'' 
said he, " it is never too late to mend, and the 
sooner I begin the change the better.'* 
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In the same moment he seated himself at Mor- 
dmmf 8 table> and ^mrote a note to Mr Vdllum, le- 
questing him to bring, on the following moitusgy 
a statement of his affairs. This was requisite^ in 
order to enable him to rtsgolate his generositjr, 
^th respect to a' settlement on the Countess ; and 
it was aiso required with a Tiew to his own fiitoie 
conduct. For he was well aware that he had 
deeply encumbered his estates, and that bdforehe 
could enter upon a new course c^Hfe^ it weidd be 
necessary to abridge the prodigality of Ms house- 
hold. The wii^g of this note to Ins Sofieitor 
was, pediaps, die oody decisive step he had taken 
fer a number o£ years, and he felt, ^hcm k wm 
done, something anakgous^ to that, glow of isatia- 
faction, enj<^ed l^ the strong or the bold aftar a 
«ucceiteful estertion of strength and d^ctegdty . 
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CHAPTER XXI 



AN- EVENT. 



< WttEN tfae Countess, after her retimi from Mrs 
Hsmdaxty had sent for the Marquis her &th^^ 
<mr hero had occasion to call at Sandyford-House 
imm^Mt y^tan. Her Ladyship having meA- 
verlendy given no orders to be denied, he iras 
^diewn in ta the room i4iere she happened to be 
iHtim sMng. i^ visit fr^m Andrew Tms little in 
accordance wilh the staleoiP her feelings ; but Ae 
received him as usual; he soon, howev^, disco- 
vered that something was the matter, and said, 
" Fm thinking, my Leddyi it^s no VCTa convei^ 
ent for me to be here^ so 111 just go awaT at ance 
—but I hopeomy Lord'^s wed, and that it^s no ony 
iJling anent him that^s fadiing yoiur Ladydiip.^ 
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The publicity o£ a newspaper^ paragraph, and 
iike familiarity with which Andrew was treated, 
removed any delicacy that might otherwise have 
been felt by the Countess on the subject, and she 
rephed, " No ; stop where you^lnre,'* and she then 
explained {he chaise of her anxiety. 

" Really I dinna wonder ye're vext," said our 
hero ; " but every body ke&9 the newspapars live 
by the decking o^ lees ; and I think, brfore you 
^ my lior^gie them eith^ credit or eonsaquiiitce, 
it woal4 be as weel to sift the 4anitib o\ I'm. as 
ye feen^ my Leddy^ but a novice; howsemevw, 
4ij^s I m^ he o^ a spark o^ u^ in dftis ; 30 FH 
1^ at tl^e bottom c" |Jbe clad^ ^it b^ibr nae mair 
^m to ^hew i^y gratitilde-^r the great oec^vjl^. 
iies tfa^t I mi t^eholden f(^, baith to your l^oi^ 
dysbip ^nd s^y ho^d,^ and he instantly rose to go 
4fcway, ^ymgf jocularly, ** Ke^ a good liea^t, my 
.Leddy^ a .foul lie is no sp duraUe as pock mark, 
i| §m be dieted cif.'" 

'^ Xme, but the stain it leaves b^Uad,'" said 
hor I^a^ship, with a sigh. 

.<' A snuff o' tobaeoo abput stl^ J j^ui Leddy«- 
ship^s character's no a,g9iize gown or a worm web, 
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to be sjMuIt ^tli a spittle, or ony other foul thing 
out of the month of num.'^ And in saying these 
words, lie took his leare with that customary bob 
of ^ head, which s^ved all the purposes of a 
gxacefidbow. -*?' 

Themoment that the Countess mentiimed thepa. 
ragca^, he had recollected that there was a young 
man in one of the newspaper offices, of the name 
of Nettle, of w^m he had some slight acquaint- 
amee ; and it occurred to him that tiyr his meana 
he might be able to reach the aixthor of the'slai^- 
der« This Nettle had been educated with a view 
to the pulpit, but his disposition being loose and 
aatnical, his &the9r sent him to study the law un- 
der John Gledd* At the end of his apprentice* 
Aipf Nettle, according to the practice of the pro- 
fessibn, went to Edinburgh, to complete his stu- 
dies in the <^ce of a Writer to the Signet, where 
lie mingled with the swann of minor wits that in- 
fest the Parliament-House, and being naturally 
clever, acquired a taste for polite literature, and 
sharpened his talent for satire. He possessed an 
amusing and lively fanc^*, — indeed, so lively, that 
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lib proved prijiidifild to Iiiiaadf; for^diileitreii* 
dered Us oompaay exeeediBg^y direrdi^, h made 
him dislike his b!;i6iiies8, and in the esd .tiifeir 
lum upon the atceeta of London, a mere litesai^ 
adventurer* In this state he fortunatdy obtoiiiad 
enopjoyment; as a i^epo^EtiBr; foid at the thne when 
our hero came to London, he was not cmtyin egn^' 
sideraldo r^utation as imch, bat nas dao a gene* 
sal contxibtttor to most of the metnqiolitan.pado- 
difial w(»^ p«rtieuVurly ihe Bevievs, in whaek 
tl^ pungency df his wit was mote zemarkable 
iimi the soundness of his judgment. Our hsro 
had brought w introductory, letter to him fitom 
their old master; but he soon saw that the haUte 
and diq^oaitton of Ketde were m^. congeaiid ta 
that sober system of perseverance which he had- 
laid: down for the government of his owncondiict. 
i On quitting Sandyfc»xUHouse, Andrew wsent 
diriecdy to the office wh^re Nettle was employed,, 
and it happened to be that of the very paper in 
which the mischievous pacagraph appeared;: in 
Tact, the paragraph had been pemied by Netillft 
hunsel^whot having accidentally heard somethii^ 
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of the nunoois in dzedladoK lespeeti^ 
Lady Sand^ord, formed in bis own imaginaljon, 
» moo^cte pxui plausiUe 'coittepfeion of^ the whole 
intri^e, in which it was aupposed her L«^rdnp 
had been engaged ; and wh^i, fiom the ordinary 
duumel, he receiyed an accoant of die prepara* 
ticHia for her party, he was in ccmsequence tempted 
to write the paragraph, in order to antieipate a 
denouement, which, according to his notions, would 
noessasily take ]^bce soon, perhaps in the course 
of that evening. 

Andrew had some difficuhy in gaining access 
to Netde, nor was he admitted until he had sent 
notice diiit he widied very earnestly and partiou* 
larly to see him, ^^ on bii8iBess.o£ the uttermost 
importantie^^ 

^ Wdl, md what^s this business of the utter- 
aunt importance that you hare got with me ?^ 
said Netde, laughingly^ 

^^ Ifs a thing wherein your hewing hand, Mr 
Nettle, can be d* a great suffidm^,^ irepKed An- 
dxewy sedately. '^ My master,. Mr Ydlum, has 
one Lord Sandyford for a dient, and som^tfamg 
has been put out in the papers this morning con- 
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eeming his le3dy> thewfailk is ISse to teeed n ter- 
riUe stramash.^ 

Nettle was instantaaeoasly inmAtcm with the 
horrors of a pxosecudon £3ir a libel, and the sati* 
rietd ttiirdifuliiess widi which he had xecdved 
Andrew, wae tamed into anxiety. 

<^ Indeed P he exdakaed, ^' what is it ? wbH 
has it been about? in what paper has it sppear^ 

'^ I can teD you naet&ii^ o^ a^ ihat,^ miid Aa*^ 
drew ; ^< bat I would gie a plack and abawbeielo 
ken die author. Noo, Mr Nettle, as ydte ac- 
qoaint wi'* a? the jookeiy^^codcexy of n^nmakbg^ 
t thonghtth^ aifaliiw ye^ in a<»pad^ to ^lie^ow 
some Hght on tibe sobjeet"^. 

Nettle was alarmed and disconcerted. It waa 
of no less importance to him, that the object of 
onr heroes vifflt shonld be concealed ftom his own 
prindpals, than that the author should lemsm 
unknown to the offeided partaes. 

<' But are you sure,. Mr Wylie,"^ said he, ^ dii^ 
the paragraph alluded to applies to Lady Samfy** 
ford?^ 
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and arguing that the paragraph was a separate 
and distinct communication — ^^ O yes,^ he ret- 
plied, ^^ it is easy to remore entirdy die impress 
Aon produced by this mifirt;2d&e4 but, Andrew, ye 
should know that folks ih London cannot siBxri 
their time for nothing; and that characters, Hke 
other things, when they are bot^ht must be paid 
for.'' 

" Very true, Mr Nettle,*" said our hero drfty ; 
^ and when th^ axe sto-en, the thief maun not 
(wly make restitution, but may be made to su&r 
punishment.'' 

• Nettle Jodciod at Andrew, incredulous to lui 
own ears, not haymg previously conodyed ban 
possessed of any such acuteness ; a^d bis newly 
reopvered sdf-possession waa completely overset, 
when Wylie added, ^^ I fear and doobt, Mr Net- 
tle, that ye kenmair about this tban ye let <m ; 
and I would eouncil you, as a frien', to put yemr 
9hou]4er to the wheel,, and get .out o' the mir^ 
and on your way rejoicmg, wi' a'the speed ye 
daw. For if thei^'s to be ony compcnrnding about 
this UadL job, it will hae to come &ae your gide 
«-4ut Lsay naedung. My betters will judge Jmt 
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ikeaaAveB. If you hae teewed gttd« yiH, yi&ll 
drink the beiteiw-A lie^s a Ke ony hoo, Mt Net^ 
de ; and a leddy o^ quality^fl name is' no ta be 
Uottod ir¥ newspapera^ ink wT impunity ; so yell 
just comport yoursel, Mr Netlle, as ye think 
light.'' 

Thereporter^ fii^ELog he had not the simpleton 
to deal with that he had supposed-— for his first 
idea was, that. the Countess might he wiHing to 
pay handsosnely for an eflectoal contradiction of 
die danderr^e changed his tune, and said, '^ You 
have misunderstood die, Mr WyHe ; all I meant 
.was, Aat^ befoethis unfortunate mistake gets into 
the other papers, IcouldbymyinftieDoestopit; 
hut, as it must he at amne expenoe tothein, and 
Joss of time to me, I trust it will he considered*^ 
. ^ Cansidered?'^ died jour herc^ indignantly ; 
f^ a flail to the Ldtheron^s husdies. Mr Netde, 
I suspect and befioYe that your hanV no dear o^ 
Ae cooon o^ this warL Get it wash't — get it 
irasb\ or it:may be dried vi' a hempen toweL^ 

And so. saying, he left the oflSee, where the 
astonished Nettle, who had n0t deemed him many 
degrees above idiocy, stood enchained to the spot 
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No time, h6yrev&, vf^a to be lost. In ikm eotHrae 
€£ l^e briefest i^Mtee po^siblc^, Nettle was tosmA 
4Q ii&ihe btiier offices, imd got fl^ •caaiidaI;not 
only 8tra^^^but^yon|}iI^»gIap^ilUleii»d,^«^^ 
JkaA thefffi3Ct:of timiiiig the snapicifciii, «o|ioiiit- 
ed against Lady Sandyford, entirely in uiodier 
direction. But iso het^ iicnreser, the miseUef uras 
Axjsie* 

The busin^s^ on which Andrew had been mni 
to SandyfiiEd4ioute, was vmt of any Tery pEe6dng 
importance, and he was senolile iskaM he had siL 
tendy greatly exceeded Idi time ; but eoi^desit 
thait the sendee in which he was engaged wotM 
excuse a mudi greaiter tiespass, instead of go^ 
from the newie^Mq)eiM)ffice to Mr YeUum'^s duan- 
bets, he went directly back ta SandyfiodJioute, 
and readied the ddor at like same tbne with Mor- 
4^umt, who, sightly gUncing at hia iniignslcant 
'appearance^ vegacded hiiu mb soine tradesmwnlB 
3het»enger, and was not a Httle surfnrieed when he 
was ushered, along wkh himsdf, into -the library. 
The Countess was up stairs widi her father. 

<' You beloiig td the &mily, I pre&ume ?'^ said 
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^ihe emso^ g&Simm, ^di tn acoMit; of Inttrro- 

:^^ I ^sima just fiqrihsty^ vas Andiievr's answer^ 
t^ IbH Fm canoeraed for iJbsBL'*^ 

JCoaedincBt jkofir not nbat to dunk of liis com- 
panioir, and looked at him for a moment with an 
^x|>reaffloii of the most ineffidble sooiti; but the 
.oddby of AtiArtw*^ appearance ^Smoflt inetaatljr 
^aeeveiBed hii^ fedii^. 

_ Wii^e^y weieti^c<vav«rdng^ijbe Matqiiia 
of Aronside^s carrii^, which had driven round 
^ square drew up At the doojc, and imma£ately 
after his LoicUbip handed the Countess io, and 
takkig his place beside her, was ins4a)iijy ctm- 
Tejrdd home. Tke seiyants in the hall were at 
no loss to guess ike motives and c0!m{>letieH aS 
this inrooeeding ; and one of the feotanen, as soon 
as die carriage had left the house, inf<Hrm^ Mor- 
ikauntafwbat hadtake^iplaoe. Andrew, on heax^ 
•ing dds news, recollected iSae old proverb^ that 
no good was .cTer got hf meddUng between man 
and wife ; and prudei^y resolved to escape im^ 
mediately from die sc^e of acticm. 

" Will y^ sipi,'' said he to Mordaunt^ " he 



1 



188 CHAFXI^BXXl. 

(deased to tdU lay Lord^ ihi»t Andrew WyUd vad 
at the Jle▼•pap«^oiBce^ and fimnd out th^e that 
the whole tot <tf the stoiy dbooft wey Leddy^s iTox- 
paw, is just the elishmadai^er of a miiieart re- 
porter> aud he needaa fiMh fauaselaiiy mair about 
it.^ 

^^ May I adc, m,^ said Mordaunt, suj^sing 
that Andrew belonged to some of the newspa- 
pers, which at that time were chiefly in the hands 
of Scotchmen^ ^^ widi what paper you are con- 
nected P'* 

^^ Me connectit with a newspaper !-— Na, na, 
sir ; Fm of an honester trade— Fm learning to 
be a writer wi^ Mr^ Veflum, a very respectaUe 
sdScitor in Lincoln'^s Inn. Only I hae been do- 
ing a l»t job between hand's for my Leddy.**^ 

Mordaunt was still more at a loss than ever to 
comprehend the office and character of our hero, 
and would have entered into a conversation with 
him more particularly rdative to the newspaper ; 
int Andrew was aj^rehensive that he had abeady 
gone too far with a stranger, although, by the 
manner in wluch Mordaunt ccmducted himself to- 
wards the sorvants, he perceived that he coxud- 
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dered himself on terms bf intimacy with their mas^ 
ter. Under this impression, he therefore moved 
hastily to the door, ^thout replying to a question 
ctmceming the paragraph ; and, with a curious 
and aigpuficant look as he turned the bolt, said, 
•** I wish you a vera gude morning.'" * 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



NEGOCIATION. 



When the Earl was informed by Mordaunt, 
that the Countess had left Sandyford-house with 
her father, he immediately returned home, accom* 
panied by his &i«id. Soon after this Sir Charles 
Runnington called ; and, on being shewn into the 
library, where they were still standing, he made a 
low and very formal bow to the Earl, and then 
stated that he was commissioned by his noble 
friend, the Marquis of Avonside, to inquire what 
his Lordship had to allege against the conduct of 
Lady Sandyford, 

The Earl, as well as Mordaunt, was puzzled 
by the narrow and almost technical ground which . 
the Marquis had taken ; but his Lordship re- } 
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plied, " The Cotmtess heisdf besC knowG for 



Sir Charka ; ^^ her I^ady^Iup^s famify fawrii lang 
beexi ««^ur& «f her ailaiffitaon.^ 

'^ Indeed !^ cried Mosdftvnt ; ^^ And ^baw is 
H t}M Swdy&id w«g n^ear infioned? l!P3io is 
^ panuBioifir P^ ^ v 

' ^^ Pnramour T exdbdmed Sir Cfaaorleg) ivith ikn^ 
4^atioa. ^^ This is adding orueltj ai^ insult 
t^jth^ yrxfrngs which she has abeady: soSkfttAi^ 
Xiord @aD4yfard knows that there is na gnUtan: 
hjer par^;i8he has h>ng been the idctim of hiflf 
negUgcfnee^ and her reputalmi is Uaated hj th^ 
(HWeqnences.^ 

'' This is dreadfoi T cried Mordaunt. '< Ba 
you meaii to if^^ that aHhrai^ the hmtef of her 
condtict has been eo notorious as to become Ae 
gfone pf a newspiiper pfuiquiaa^^ thai her husband 
is ecitbely to bUme ?^ ) 

<' Sir.l replied Sir Charles, fomaHy, '< I did 
90t come fnxa my -noble ftiend, her fiithet^ to eB« 
ter into any oontroYersy on the sidgeot. The 
Earl agreps to a separation ; and from his hncmti 
character, I doubt not the arrangement will he 



ieuf however^ that I hare been swpriMd at hk 
fmotioa ; he i^eemed much Doupie a&cted than I 
cottld previously haro iini^(iiied.^ 

^^ The chasaoler of my fiaeiid i% I ftadt not well 
knowii,"" said Mordaunt ; ^^ but I hcqpe the sepi- 
intion will not be ftiaL"" 

<^ After what has talcen plaoe, and the exf^ 
mmoB they hare had of ieach other, it iM the besf 
tkiag that caa now hip|^^ r^^died Sk Charlee* 
f ^ Bat Us l4»idilHp will no do«bt feel that it ii 
dne to Ina owii honottr toinvestigato the newqM* 
per cidiimny, and to bear testimony to his oonn6> 
tilm of biB ii^of ed lady^s innooenoe.^ 

^^ Is there M tJiaawe of oiir bmg «Me to ikQjm 
» areeoQeiliation if she is i^noeent ?^ 

/^ I wiU tate no 'pflirt in any i^ipos^^aog hiirnp^ 
tb^t for its olgect^'' iaid ^ Cha»ie9. ^'Mynofaie 
SieBd tht Maif ui& asssoea vie that Lady Sandys 
£pisd IB eMof the waiat used wtVi^ m the worhl 
1 rejty <m his Loird^p*a honcw mAvi$egnty fof 
Ae«niih c^tha sfeaim^t( Md>^ thaifc 'mpft» 
mi9x I abeuld deem n^adf ima*kirik»fl ^ere I tn 
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recdmme&d any tlHi^g so derogatory as tbe mea^ 
sure you suggest.*** 

Sir Charles then left the room, and' Mordatmt 
went to the Earlin his own apartment. 

Sir Charles Runnington was a poMeal adhe- 
rent of the Marquis of Ayonside, and had been 
^nployed in several diplomatic missions, in which, 
it was said, he shewed great self-command, and 
u^^ the dignity of his sovereign with afi pro- 
pfiety, but none of his missions ewr were suboess- 
ftit. The piirliamentary adversaries of l^e Mar- 
quis said, that this- was owii^ to his indbifity to 
understand the spirit of his instructions ; but it 
could never be shown, that in any one iimtance, be 
did Hot adhere, with a most mirpriiing constancy, 
to the letter. Besides this political connexion, he 
was related to the Countess by her moth» ; on 
wHich account, the Mastjuis had requested his in- 
terference. But ahhoi]^ no mmi coidd w^ be 
reaOy less qualified to mai»^ imy affior of de- 
Jicacy to a favouralile and conciliatory issu^ Sir 
Cliaiies possessed mai^ exttmai at^butes, wUok 
may be termed the mintingof a gentteman— -^ 
marks which designate Ihe com, but convey no 
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Hem of tlie intrinsic Talue loid purity of the metid. 
He was grave, and fair spoken — precise in his lan- 
^oage, erect in his carriage, neat in his dress, and 
his hair always powdered and arranged exactly in 
the saoi6 manner as he wore it when fiifst introdu- 
ced at Court* 

On retomii^ to die Marquis, he gave his Lord- 
- fijiip a very circumirtantial aGC(>unt of what had 
taken phce with the Earl, and also of what had 
passed with M<mlaunt. 

Akhottgfa this report was the precise truth as 
far as it went, yet it conveyed no idea of the man- 
ner in which Ins Lordship had been affected ; and 
even what was said, suffered in the repetition, by 
. the cold medium through whii^ it wasccrnvgrod. 

The Marfois was, in some points of charaet^, 
not unlike Sir Charles, but he iras old» ; and 
what was^ precision in the one, approaching to pe- 
dantry, was sedate pomposi^ in the odiar. The 
accident of fai^pemng in the oiitset of life to be 
sucoesi^ m the maniqi^eraent. of aome of those 
triinig pasdiamentary matters that Ae s^oisters 
i^<the day are in the practice of asngning to t3ie 
hereditary support^s of gavemmettt, he was taken 
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i«itbtk« conceit cf bong a 8tfttea3(ieii. In the 41^ 
liberaCioiAs of the senate he always took a pmty 
ffind tafted long, and said ns little to the purpose 
fts any" other speaker on either side of tibe House^ 
Bat notwIthstttEidiiig the prosii^ inefficacy of his 
pabUc conduct, he was upon the whole what is 
called a steady character — uniformly voting with 
e^ery successive batch of mimsters, ami never ask- 
ing more than a reasonable shave xji officiid pa- 
tronage. In private life he was puncstuid aad ho* 
noumble; and afa^ough he never said a witty 
tAting, nor understood a wise fme^ he possessed 
many of the moat respectable traits in tbe domett 
tie character of an English noUemas. Ittsneed- 
iess, however, to add, that he was nevettheiess not 
at aU fitted to act the prudentest part in the pecu^ 
liarities of his dan^hler'^s situation. 

He communicated to the Countess a fiu^fiil ae- 
count 4>f what had passed ; but his nam^ve was 
still more dcfioieBt in conveying a:true impress!^ 
of what had taken place, than even Aft of ^ 
CfaailiB ; insomuch, that her Ladyslnp^s humiha- 
don was grei^y angmented to find that her hus- 
band was seendngly^ as it appeared |q her» so glad 
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to be lid of herim her own terms. SlnnSd^iiow^ 
ever, notitih:^ Iwit la^puMted to be left done; and 
the moment that her &tber bad retDred, she gave 
Tent to ber feelings in long continued weeping. 
Tbis greatly leHeved ber mind, and she was al^ 
afterwiurds to reflect cahnly <m I^r situation. She 
recalled to mind some of those madyertent sar« 
casms in which the Earl first manifested his <fis^ 
like of her pasinon for what he called BfS-exbaki* 
tion, and the artificial equality c£ her nuaBoetn, 
which he sometimes peeidshly dmded as hypo- 
crisy ; a^nd she was sensible that there must have 
been some error in her system, since it had faSed 
to interest, or rather since it had served to dk« 
gust, the only man whom she really cared to jdease. 
. The behaviour, too, of MrsHarridan,hadtought 
her also an important lesson. In the course <^ 
thdr short interview that mommg, the sordidness 
of ber art had been so jdainly disclosed, that it' lie* 
<cessarily produced a deep and a resentftd impres* 
i»on. Lady Sandyfbrd could not disguise to ber^ 
self the pracUcal illustration which it f^ibrded of 
• ^ those maxims which Aie had been instructed io 
respect as the essential principles of fashionable 
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Mfe^ as if thare were any ilm^ita fashion tihat could 
be at Yariimce with the ties and dbarms which con- 
stitute the cement of sodetj. 

The conflict of these reflections had an imine- 
diate effect on her Ladyship^s mind ; and from 
that hour, she resolved to act another part, more 
agreeable to her own original nature and characS- 
ter. The rock was indeed now struck; and the 
stream that was to spread freshness in the desert 
of her wedded life, began to flow. 

Her first inidlination was to retium immediately 
home to her husband, and express to him frankly 
what she thought and suffered i but this a &lse 
pride prevented her liom doing, even while she 
confessed to herself that she had been too rashly 
induced by her father to abandon the conjugal 
roof. 

The Marquis was obliged, or rather so felt him- 
self, to attend the House of Lords that evening ; 
he was indeed anxious to take a part in the debate, 
chiefly to shew how lightly he considered the de- 
rogatory predicament in which his daughter had 

been placed. Sir Charles Runnington was at the 

... ■ •* 

same time instructed by his Lordship to go round 
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i^ dbblioiifies in Si Jameses Sti:eet^ in order to 
infi>im the mcNst dislingviisbed male gossipe of those 
fratemities, that the sepaifttiiMi of the Earl and 
Countess of Sandyfcnrd, so &r &oin beii^ occasion- 
^ by 9^j imputed guilt on the part of her Lady*- 
sbip> was sought by herself, and advised and sanc- 
iioned by her father. > 

.When the Marquis return^ in the eyemug) h^ 
found, the Countess alon^ in the drawii^-rocnn, 
comparatively at her ease, and attolded by Floune^, 
Tier own maid. As he had made what he deemed 
acr ablej^peech^ although it contained neither fact 
ms[ argument to illustrate the esqpediency of the 
metooee he endeavoi^ed to advocate, he was on 
.^LeeUent tei^a with himseM^ «id oompUm^tsd 
the Countess on the fortitude with whic;^ Ap sus- 
tained herself. But instead of replying to him in 
the same strain of good humour, she briefly told 
him that she was arranging with Flounce to quit 
Lond(m next morning ; and that it was her inten- 
tion to go at^nce to Elderbower, the seat of the 
dowager Lady S^fidyford, her mother-in-law. 

*^ Is your Ladyship of a sound mind in this de- 
termination ?'^ exclaimed the Marquis, in his ora- 
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torical maim^» *^ Do y#ii not expose yoiuMlf 16 
a most imwel^me reoepticaiB— B^cc^tion, did I 
say?— It may be a irepdfie,'* 

** No matter,^ replied the Cotrntede in a calm, 
'finn voice; ^^ I will make the attempt. If I stay 
here, or if I go to any of my qfum reli^fis, I lend 
colouring to the slanderd in circulation against 
me ; but if I take up my abodp with the mother of 
my husband, and I am sure die will receive me 
kindly, the malice of the world will foe rebuked^ltnd 
tlknced.^ 

"^he Countess perceived that her fiither wa9 not 
satisd^ed with the resolution she had taken ^ fottt 
as it wiMi the most expedient, indeed the best which 
at the momient she could adopt, ^m gave her po 
pain, i»^ she soon after wished him good n%ht. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



j^EPi.£xrri£s. 



DitsiKa tbe Demttxtder of the day afbr tiie 
Coimteas left Sttadyferd-House, the Earl conH^ 
%aed uneasy, raitaUe, and ^umghiM. Mor^ 
daunt dined urith Mm, and in the evening be be^ 
gan to nSiy a little ; but in the midst of his jocu* 
Parity, for he was natun^ disposed to indulge 
1^ &ney in a humorous pbiy upon tl^ passing 
topics of the mom^it, he would si^enly &I1 into 
fits of dbstracticm, fiom which be as suddenly re- 
eorexed himsd^ as if awsi^ening firom a trance of 
which he had been unccmsdous. His firiend saw 
his mental struggle, and ecerted himself in every 
possible manner to draw him firom tbe pressure of 
his unhappy thoughts ; but all his efforts proved 

i2 
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unavailing, and he at last said, " Sandyford, this 
will not do ; you cannot, I perceive plainly, meet 
this event with that indifference which you have 
affected, and which you are so strangely ambitious 
as to endeavour stiU to maintain even before 
me.""- 



" I confess it,'' rq>Eed his Lordship, "and I 
should have borne it even more weakly had Au- 
gusta been reafly guilty ; but how can I invite a 
feunion, when thiat old mandarin. Sir Charles 
Runnington, dedares my own behaviour has been 
«uch, that her fiiends, as well as herself, are de- 
sirous of the separation ? Now, if I had thought 
she cared half the value of an odd trick fbt nie, c^ 
even ^sould but have cared, I would have been a 
very diffisrent sort of ^ husband. However, the 
Rubicon is passed ; but on^ thing at least I may 
still try, and that is to prove that I aiti not alto- 
^ifdli^ the irreclaimable Don JuiEin, whidi the 
worm so charitably supposes,*" 

The manner in whidi &m was said, thougly ge- 
neral^ in a lone of freedom and gaiety^ had yet an 
accent of sadness that moved the comjuission of 
Mordaunt, and he contemplated the ^deavoured 
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cbeffldfoIneMi of his friend, as he would havejloc^c- 
^ upoD a sleeping infant, covered with a laee 
veil,—:* sight whi^h, notwithstandkig thehealth, 
the smile, ai^d the bloom that shines through, of- 
ten suggests melanchcdy associations to the aflfeo- 
tionate heart ' [ 

^ I think, 3andyford, you would feel yoursdtf 
better, were ycni to be more oonimunicatiye,^ said 
Mocdjiunt. ^^ There can be nothing in your sir 
tuajion th^t a tjA&^ may not kiK)w.^ 

^^ True,"" rq»lied the Ea^l ; ^^ but a man seldcnn 
choOpes l^s friend to b^ the confidant of his anis. 
I have beai worse periif^ than you im^g^, 
though I believe not quite so bad as the world has 
rq^es^ted me. l^t I have done aiou{^ of ill 
to know, that the ta^ I undertake is not only to 
mak^ a character, but p recover one. However, 
let ua bid adieu to the gloomy. pile of my con^- 
cema &r the present, and tfiU me, Mordai|int, 
something of your own*^e affair with Miss B^ao- 
chamfH-^When is the weddii^ to be 7*^ 

" Why, to say the truth, my Lord,'' replied 

Mordamt, laughingly ; /^ although it is a seuled 

.point betweesoi u£^ there is yet g great io^pediment 
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to be overcome. Hie Baronet, her fidber^ it 
seems, many years ago, wh^ Julia wns )nit a 
diild, made a compact with his n^^b^pr^ iti9 
kte Mr Birditend, that die sfaoatd be manieid to 
Jack Bird^nd, then quite a boy ; and if B^h- 
land will take her, he swears nobody else shall 
haveher.^ 

<^ Ah me ! fixr aught tJiat ever I could learn,, 
the course o£ true love never did run sm^e^,*^ 
cried his Lordship ; '^ imd Birchland wiO: b^ a. 
eursed fool if he don^ begging your pardcpa^ ^ 

*^ Ay, but there are two wcnrds to a bargain,-*-^ 
«Julia has to^ething hersdf to say in the b^6i^ 
ness,^ replied M<»daunt. 

*^ Then Birehland is reaSy inclined to sia»d by 
the ecMn|>a(^ ?*" said the EaarL 

*^ Tm haUT a£raid be is^; and what is m^re» Ju- 
-Ik herself has soitie suspicion of the same sort*'" 

*^ N^W) I und^stand the whole afiair,^ e9^ 
claimed the Earl, laoghing, ^d mterrupliQg him, 
'< you are come to London to meet l^r 3^ and n 
ttden match is in coniesapIaticMi.^ 

** You are mistaken,"' ifaid Mordaoat, scmie-. 
wkat gravely, ^^ Miiis Beauchamp will not subinit 
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to ttojr thing so derogatory to liersdbf; but it seems 
Aat her eeuciB, Letitm Irby, has taken a fancy 
fer^^fcUtttd, and our immediate object is to 
make tibem man and irife, mid by that means 
ftttstrate or dehtdt the pertinacious designs of Sir 
Thomas.'* 

'* There are no fi^ch ingenious nest^bmlders, 
«iler dl, as you birds of tite bowers,"' cried the 
Sarl^ gaily ; but checkfaig himself, added, ^ the 
jllot^ ig good^very good--*-bat ikow is it to be 
broi^ht Ho a beifiriing P^ 

^^niift b«s persiuaded faor ^0imr to oome to 
toim,'' said Mcndaimt, ^^ and Miss Iriiy is' with 
them. They arrived diirtnomBig. Birchkadis 
eicp^eled in idle oourso of a ^m days."* 

^ Were Biiddand one of oui; to«m4irad ipar* 
rov«, and mtfL i^aAiK^h of lhe< gr0ve«»l^ should 
adtisoi;^ replied tile £i»rl, << the pretl^ LtMida to 
coo for lovers amidst her rnli're fehiides ;r but as I 
doidt Tuesit %e is as ^letefts as a' blsckbrnd^Ino 
barm may come of their billing even in a London 
^age. Howeiwr, i^ dteD jee*^ 

Mok^datBit, Amwg ihb eoBy^ looked seriously 
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at tlie Earl, mud fiaid, gravely, ^^ Your nmii 
Sandyjford, I am sorry to see, is aocustOEaed toiner 
gard %litfy some thingB i^liidi you Wjeire:odi^:m 
the habit of eonaideripg very diflmntly ^ . . Siirdi- 
land wa« a idUaih, if he coidd ti^e adYimtagetff 
a fond girPs innocent affections.^ : ;. 

His Lorddiip hhished, and was fi^ a moment 
out of countraanc^^hotjeecoveni^^hisiisjAalfi^ 
Jiarity, rqfdied, ^^ You Jolm Bulls of : the oowlfjf 
serve up your morality in the husk; a man of 
pleasure among you cannot. tiMte a kei^iel, withr 
out b^ng gujqposed to have cradked the decal^giie^ 
That same w<»:d, villain, is a whi^reson phraserr 
dom^, filthy dowlas^""— hut he added, in a l^ne 
so de^ and ^nphi^ic,. that it made the heart of 
Moidflttat Yihrate in sympathetic angoish^ VThe 
word, however^ suits the actiim, hut ia usiog it, I 
suKK)8e ycm. forgot M the mwient vhfit my v]fe 
and h^ igriends think of me.^ 

Mordaunt &r aenecal seconds i»as unaUe to 
make any answer, and then he added^ *' Ywr 
whole life, Sandyfiizd, has been a riddle. .Tb? 
town term of it has distressed all those who ea- 



teemed you, and wlio ettemlied expectations which 
you were once able to realize.^ 

^^ I am still able,^ cried the Earl, with a gene- 
rous confidence in his own powers ; *^ but the jade 
must go to grass. I intend, with all convenient 
speed, to settle my townly affairs, and then begin 
another (»urse of being at Chastington-hall, — an 
Elysium, as my mother has often told me, where 
the manes of my ancestors, in the shape, I sup- 
pose, of old portraits, would scowl their brave en- 
couragement on my emulous endeavours to re- 
vive the faded lustre of their blood. But to that, 
like to many other of the goodi old dowager'^s saws 
and sayings, I have been no better than the Vffi- 
del. However, I am resolved for a time to take 
up my abode at Chastington, and by the post to- 
day I sent orders to prepare for my reception. 
W^^ you not so engaged, I would ask you to go 
with me, for I believe it is a huge old Ann-Rad- 
difie place, a spectrey suifrounded by a rookery, 
which I was on the pomt at one time of selling, 
on account of its distance from town, and the red- 
haired bumpkins, that eame up from it occasion- 
ally to see London, and to keep their lord and 
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lady in hot water, and thdr fellows in the'faall in 
laughter, all the time they stay.^ 

Mordaunt smiled at the latter reason fer ^aart- 
ing with the ancestral residence of all the Sandy- 
fords. 

" Upon my hcmour,^ said his Lordship, " there 
is more truth in it than you think. You can hare 
no conception how much we were plagued by the 
sons of the patriardial fixtures of Chastington- 
hall, coming here to learn the craft and inystery 
of footmanry ; and the worst of it was, that, after 
they were initiated in all the tricks of the trade, 
I was obliged to give them characters to my ac- 
quaintance, in the perfect conviction, that any 
principle of honesty or sobriety, which they 
brought wi|]^them from the country, was entirely 
lost in this house. The possession of the place 
made me, mdeed, feel as if I kept a roguery for 
the supply of the London market ; and consdence, 
widi a few secondary considerations arising from 
losses at jday, urged me to part with it. But 
nobody could be found rich enough, or foolish 
enough, to make the purchase.^ . 
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^^ Smdy you have neTcx seen Chastiiigtoii,^ 
said MoscUHiBt, shocked that his L^^dship diovld 
tiunk irbik so Buich kyity of parting with a do-> 
mmiL andmansbn^ which, for many ages, a long 
Jine of noUe ancestors had suceessivdy dehg^ited 
to &xadi and wixmL 

'* O never I — A hundred and seventy miles 
fiom London, in a midland eounty — not even 
a market4own within half a score of leagu es ■■■* 
only a village at the gate, with a sin^ ale-house, 
where a cu^oo-dock chicks at one side of the 
dumney-pkce, aad the curate, SDiokbg hw pip< 
in an antique elbow-chair, churms at the odier— •• 
was it possible to vegetate with Lady Sandy, 
lord ? I did, indsed, at our mairii^e, int^id to 
juake it our pi^cipal resicknce ; but a blight fell 
upon all my intentions of that period, and I never 
suice could endure the idea of looking at Chast* 
ington, till the adventure of this morning ranind* 
ed me of what my mother used to say about the 
•prestdin^ genii that inhabit there**" 

.^Lfter some fiirther general conversation rela* 
•tive to the EarFs plans^ Mordaunt rose ko bid bim 
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good m^t ^ Cosae to me iso-mmr&w at early as 
you can,"^ said his Lordship, as he shook him hy 
the hand at partii^ ; ^^ and in the meantime put ' 
as cha^table a construction as possible nm any 
thing that may have had a t^idency to loiper^m^ 
in your esteem. I am not^ my dear fellow, half 
80 iMid as I have long seemed — all that which 
o^ ws r^arded as the inebriation of pleasure, was 
to me the frenzy of a fever. My outward ^dmy 
inner man were in afflicting opposition. ThevtK 
luptuous draught that I was seen to swallow so 
greedily, was but drunk as an opiate to i^ay the 
mental agony which I suffered. I felt as if the 
spring and fountain-^head of all my motives and 
happiness were cut off, and the fixture rendered 
an arid and devouring desert. . A worm was in 
the core of my heart, and a fire in my brain ;' and 
for three years my sjmt was parched wil3i inex- 
tinguishable despair. My dissipation was mar*- 
tyrdom ; and yet I wore die mask of a joyous 
libertine so well, that my hidden misery waJs ne;- 
ver discovered. But the mask j Mordaont, is 
now off^ — ^the crisis of my diatemper is past,*-^ 
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aady as tbe fiumky sqr? a ditnge of scene, inA 
ccmnlry air and exercise, will perhaps comjdete 
tliecme.^ 

During tUs address, whidht Ids Lordsliip deH- 
y0i:ed irhk censidarable ena^, while he still hdd 
his fidraid by the hand, Mordaunt was gready 
tt^ed ; and at tbe conclusioii, when the Tehe- 
uaice af 41m Earl had subsided into ft dmhw &ini4 
liar BtnoQ, he said, ^^ Sandyford, you ought to 
have told me what you -wete suffering. . It was 
too much to put to hazard, fiu»e, fortune, and 
s^lf-respect^ without consulting any £riaid.'*^ 

^^ It wius^"" replied his Lordship, ^* I am se»« 
siUe it w^ ; but if I could have been so prudent 
m tio. hi^y e taken the advice of any fiiend, I should 
npt thai have been so mad as to require it There 
are staliies <)f the ndnd which fiiends should see 
are m(»;ibid, without being told. One (^ the worst 
sy9Gi|vtdQm of intellectual (^stemp^ature, is the 
effm which tlm pai^ent makes to conceal his ma* 
hAf- . Could it have been for a moment imagined 
I^ my 0lieiid6f«^had diey thought smously on the 
casCf that J Fould lit once &rego all my^arly ha« 



SIS cHAFTtft xxnr« 

ttitk of emulation, die love of fkme, and the dem^ 
^ poorer, and tie myself to the ciiaridt-^lieek of 
hazard uid sensuality, without a causie i^-^No, 
Mofdaunt; When you heard of my falling off, 
you ought to have come to me. It ^was not fbr 
you to stand aloof, and see tne peri^ ; for, with- 
out vanity, I may now say, humiliated as I am by 
Uie sense of my fruitless t^ents and abortive Ulb, 
that you at least knew my original worth.^ 

The feelings of Mordaunt were overcome, and 
hastily bidding his Lordship good night, he rush- 
ed from the room to conceal the emotion he was 
tmable any long^ to control. The heart of the 
Earl was rdieved by what bad passed ; the fine 
natural elasticity c^his mind, which enabled' him 
to pass witii such felicitous ease from one topic to 
another, dilated out in the cheerfril anticipation 
of being yet able to redeem some portion of the 
premise of his youth ; and he retired to his bed- 
chamber in a more serene and temperate mood 
than he had for several years enjoyed. The only 
anxiety he suffered was on account of his Lady, 
and he sighed as he said, loddng at her picture, 



vJuch Imng over the mantle-pieoe, *^ And so, 
Augusia, you are also g<me. I thouj^t Imt last 
n^t I could have better spared you. No mat- 
ter ; if you are haj^er-— You haTe all the kind- 
est wishes of a man that loved you too velL*" 



314 CHAFTEB XXIT. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



A MAN OF BUSINESS. 



At the time when the Earl had requested Vd« 
lum to be with him in the mornings die Solicitor, 
punctual to the hour, was at Sandyfoid-housc, 
with a hasty sketch of the state of his Lordship^s 
pecuniary concerns. He had heard aomethii^ 
of what had happened; but the true circum- 
stances were so different from the report, that he 
coidd not help saying, ^^ I presume there will bt 
no proceedings.'" 

" None in your way," replied the Earl dryly, 
as he perused the statement; addii^, ^^ This 
looks better. Vellum, than I expected. Have you 
any account of my debts and mortgages ?"" 

Vellum said, somewhat diffidently, that he had ; 
and produced a paper. The Earl, on lookii^ it 
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over, wa8 surprised to conserve, that Vellum him- 
self was by &r the most considerable creditor ; 
he to<^ no notice, however, of this circumstance. 
For^he money which he had borrowed at different 
thnes, he had paid an enormous rate of usury ; 
but he had never any reason before to suspect that 
Vellum was the real lender, nor did he do so at 
this time. He only thought, what was indeed the 
&ct, that Vellum had afterwards bought up the 
Securities. 

While the Earl was perusing the list. Vellum 
watched ^his eye anidously, but could discover no- 
thing of what was passing in his mind. On re- 
ttmiing it to him, his Lordship, however, said, 
somewhat emphatically, ^ Vellum, this is a bliusk 
aci^unt; we must use our best endeavours to bleadi 
4he comrplexion of smne of tiieseill-&voured items.^'* 

The Solicitor felt the fill! force and weight of 
Ais remark, and said at once, ^^ I am aware, my 
Lord, that some parts of it are not exactly what 
your Lordship perhaps expected to see — I alOade 
to my own claims ; but the truth of the case h 
msplythos : Had I not redeemed the bonds which 
•ccotttitaite my cfadm, some other would ; and I do 
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not think that any person into whose poMesfltoq 
they might have come, would have beai moxe de^ 
Ucate than myself. I m^ht certitinly, as yout 
Lofdship^s professional agent, have rerifted the 
debt altogether ; and, in that mann^y.the obligif 
ti<m to pay them might have been got rid of. Bui 
your Liordship wotild never suffer me*^ to establish 
a legal right at the expence of a moral wrong. I 
m^ht also, my Lord, for such things are not xu^ 
common, have exhiUted the claim under diS&t^o^ 
names, by which my interest in the business would 
have been dissimulated ; but I am inc^paMe of 
fiubsBttting to practise any such equivocation.'^ ^ 

^^ I am perfectly aitisfied. Vellum, wiih your 
integrity as a man of business,^ replied his Lord* 
ship; '^ Mid the candour of your dedaiAticm G(»e- 
^fems me in the justice that I have unifonnly, in 
my own mind, done to you as sudi. My confi- 
dence in you is none abated, and I do not consi- 
der the prc^t which you may have gained l^ these 
dealings as procured at my expence ; but, doubi^ 
leas, the only reason which inddeed you noi to 
tell me that I might havie oecaskmalfy redeem- 
ed the pound of flesh, arose fiom yobr tfaoroog^ 

13 
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jmowledge of the state of iny ciTCuiiistaiices, an- 
ting firom your jtofessional trusts ais my dgent.^ 

VeSum bit his Ups ; but the Ead m a liioment 
changed his tone, and siud cheerfully, ^^ Howev^, 
Ihe matter is done,, and it must not be repeated; I 
ifish you all happiness vith your gains ; and the 
sooner they are tealised, the more J shall be con- 
tent. But one thii^ you must, in the 'meantime, 
do for me. I haVe, paid more attentbn to that 
-Scottish curiosity, Wylie, than perhi^s I ovighit 
to have done. He, however, served to amuse me 
wh^i every odier thing had become stale, flat^ and 
unprofitable ; and he cannot but have formed son^ 
expectations from my interest or influence. I be- 
lieve he is honest^ 

^^ It is iinpossrble to doubt it,^ replied Vellmn ; 
'^ but his talents are not cf a high order, nor has 
his edikatiini been of the best sort.^ 

*^ The being," cried his Lordship, gaily, " has 
not half the capacity, I bdieve, of a young ele- 
phant ; but his very deficiencies have been as ta- 
lents with me ; and now that I am determined to 
quit London, I wish to do something' for Mm. 
Y^u inust take him into partiiership. Vellum.^ 

VOL. I. K 
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The SoHdtor was thimdentradE ;; aiid in flv ae^ 
oeirt oi ntOfomhBDMatj md, ^^ My Lard^k isvat 
pouible^he is too young-i-lie knom ootfaing of 

bll8III686« 

^^ He k old enoi^fa,^ replied bk Lor&faip cold- 
ly, ^' to reodiTe profit ; nor does it require any ptt- 
ticttlacr knowlec^ to do so* But perhspB you 
would rather ghre him a aaliory.^ 

Vellum bowed, and the Eaa^l continued ; ** Then 
it should be on agreement for a tenn of ye aro 
Say sev^i. How mnch will you gire him P* 

The deciaoB of eh^acter which the Earl had 
ifi this interview so «ii]i^cpei(i;edly manifested, 4mir^ 
tfwed Vdkun^ who had hitherto connidiered' him 
merely as a common man of faahioii. He had'ae- 
VO^ in ike course of iliexr preyioiia interbotirse; 
enkHf eugpeeted the ddrao^mt powem of Ida l4krd* 
ship^s mind, whieb. Eke a stream bug. daaniea 
«p, and mantled oTer^with water-weeda and ili^faes, 
aeemed incapable effacing allied ta ^j efictMl 
ptrpoae^ Bat be now peroeired that k wotdd be 
ttsehsala j^alny with sach a diBracter ; aki^liiere^ 
fore, -withr th^ ofthavd idad% of a Imof ^ 
wbMy bef irepliedy ^^ It i&yoiur Lorddsp^a jdeaauTe 
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•ipipiniiiioiB. di0 AkUhio of diff yMi^ mtti^ nd it 
wmf dntjrto ihnnply iri& jmir LoidbU^ iMf. 
wndikr wybM on the mdijiki XwSlgiwIte 
ftire ]biidf«d pcMoidB ».y0af , for 
tboagh I do not tliink he will ererrx^ktmyw^ 

^ ^ ¥mi do AM 4h«ta fiariociily Aifik liHit ke^^k 
ISkefy to ^iain ^soitoice «» » I»wy^ T iaid ffli# 
Uttdti 6sini00tt^. • 

<^ I do iM,^ iris tfe m^lttikr «i«w«. 

<< Umi^'' f«]^fed hii$ iiHOfOBliifS '< 1k^ tniaAred 
iqri^ftr^lbrdi^vinljr^tti^tetoollitte. iTou will give 

Vi^a»H ^iii «^^ di^Bfe flrv i^m^ 
fa)r tte gra<r» ^m^^euSmctiSb Ldydd%V«yi$ ; Md 
«top|«ig; as If m iiiKi Mm 

seconds, io8eftoft& l^Mtt^ ftiiA«taidllB|^iiritk im 

Imk t^^iamtmj iMd to'^AK I^Mnbb)^ §i^ had aL 
^EilM^ f)M toy IHM hit ii^bw flfm»ih6f U- 
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m}teriQiaiotlier*s fcittme. You vtSi giTe MrW)r- 
Ue fieveii himdred and fifty pounds aipyear^ for sfr- 
v^ yea^s, $f you think lity bimnefls mid coniiexbns 
imii with a reasonable adv^itage to youiadU^ a£- 
find-so mudi.^ 

There was Ha withstanding ^ther the mann^ 
or the iftatler of tibis. Vellum bowed with pro- 
found respect, md said, ^^ It shall be done, my 
Lord ; and I ought> to add, that it. is in my poiTflr 
to comply with your Lordship^s reqi^st.'" , 

^ I thank you, VeUum ; you have obliged nie;"' 
and the Earl took him cordially by die hand. 
^ We shall talk no muote of these matters^ My 
only instructions now to you are, let a full account 
be made out, and salt to me as soon as possSble ; 
exhlUting an esact view of my affidrs ; with^ta- 
ble^ shewing in what time my ddlyts may^be dis- 
charged. I will take it with me into the oooi^ry, 
whfflre I cduill be able to determine the amount to 
whieh I muiMi limit my eaqpenditure."" 
, Thiswaseyidentfyintmd^toootiohi^tb^iB- 
teatvwfr ; and the Sdicitor, serable of tibe intimih 
ti(m, aeccHPdiB^ took his leaw. In^tting.tbe 
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rboBiy the Earl, however, said to him, wilih his 
i^nted £peed<»ii/^ Yott can dine mth me, I lH)pe ?^ 

Vdbim aebepted the mTitati<»i, but wiilk a lit- 
the mote fotmalitjr than usual* The Earl smiled 
at the change, and added, in his most gracious 4uad 
ccmciliating manner, ^^ By the way, Vellum, this 
house ikmst r^nain empty while I am in die coun- 
try, for I do not intend that it diall be let ; you 
had IU9 well come here and live ; you will take bet- 
ta: care of the pictures and fimuture than scor- 
vMots; and I hope you and Mrs Vellum will oUige 
me in diis. You need not materially increase 
your estabHdnnent, as I shall leaTo some of the old 
servants.'' 

Vdlum looked at his Lordship. *On «iy jfermer 
oceai^on, had such a proposition been made to him, 
he would have laughingly shaken his head in 
thankfiil acceptation ; but the singular lustre with 
which the latent clunracter of the Earl shone out 
upon him, smote him wiA a sense of reverence that 
overpowered all his wonted familiarity, and he said, 
with the most profound respect, *^ I crave your 
Lordship^s pardon for having evinced any reluc- 
tance to comply with your request. I ought to 
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hare fawtm belter the .oWgilMiv that lefMtte 
your Lordship^ and Ae magpanimi^ of your dia*. 
poatiQii.^ He then sidd, soiaevluifc Iewfiiniu%^ 
but porbapg wiiji more eflfeol, ^* I am iiat» iunrever^ 
die only one^ my Lord, irbo bas be^ long ui tr-t 
nur witb respect to your Lordahip.^ 

^ Cene, come^ YeUum, po mane 0ftiurt,^ cried 
the £|url» mterrupting him ; ^^ I faaTa myself, per^. 
baps^been tbemoitmenorof youalL But as I 
bave Isurned over a new leaf in die book of bfe, k 
18 as well tbat the first record to be made thereon 
la wbat I shall not regret. Bring Wylie witb you, 
diat I may see witb wbatbomour the Cafifaan sus* 
tains bis new fortune.^ 

The Sdicitor bowed and'retired. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



6SATITH2>S. 



Fbjom the tnafiacdjOBs of the pieceding d^y^ 
Wylie had been thouj^it&l and ^nzUms. H^ 
s^ucBously m^aSed Ae conT^^satioii oi 1m iCompa- 
uans in the office, and applied ImmelfwUb mom 
than wonted d3%ence to has tadcs at the d^*. 
He had fonned expectations with respect to the 
fiiTour of Lord Sandyfbrd, which he thought were 
lilcely to be fiustrated by the unfortunate flteuiyliQii 
of'tfae EaiPs cfomei^ affimrs^ and eregr and mom 
a cold feeling came over his heart, mdk m o6€»q 
sadd^is the spisnt e£ iabe young adv^uaref , when 
his prospects tece sudded^ douded. VeBums ^ 
returning from liia Lordship^ sununoQied hb^ in^ 
his own apartment, and sonuewhat almipdy UM 
him of his goodfertun^ 
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" It's vera kind of my Lwrd,^ said Andi«w ; 
^^ really it's vera kind — he's a nice man, and mair 
in him than he's likened to; I conMtia ha^ 
thought he would hae d<me so meflde for me al- 
ready." 

" Then you have expected,'^ cried Vellum, 
" that he would do something for you .?" 

" I surely had reason," was the reply. " It 
^ouldna be thought but that in time I might hae 
ventured to ask my Lord's hel^g hand, ooiisi* 
dering his discretion towards me." 

*^ The idea did <sredit to y<Hir sagadty, Wylie," 
said Vellmn, ironically ; ^^ and I suppose you ex» 
^-ted yoursdf to the best of your aUiHty to amuse 
his Lordship?" 

^ Nae doubt I did-*^4me dmabt I dM that;^ 
cried our hero ; ^^it would hae been an uneo thing 
ik the Hke o' me no to hae done &' in my capadty 
to pleasure my Lord." 

^^ Upon my word, there is more in you thaii I 
gave you credk ftv," replied the Sdieitbr^ sneers 
ingiy, feeUi^ as tf he had beeit in some degree 
overreached by die part which Andrew had jis^^ 
ed; adding, more sedately^ ^^But^ now that ytu 
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have gained your ends, and by bis Loidsbip^ft ge- 
nerogity are pliMsed in a condition to support tbe 
appearance rfd gentleman, I hope you will set in 
seriously to your profession, and throw off your 
ridiculous manners for the fiiture*'*' 

^^ That would be a doing, indeed,^ exclaimed 
our hero ; ^^ when you are just at this ^precioiis 
moment telling me that they have abeady brought 
me in sey^i faunder and fifty poimds a-year.^ - 

This answer puaded the kwyer, who laughed, 
as he said, ^^ Well, well, take yoxir own way ; but 
it is DO longer necessary for you to be so pemi* 
rious,**^ 

<' That's vera true,'' replied Andrew, ** and 
Fm diankM it is sae ; but i£ I dinna save now, 
where will I, in die lang run,^ be a whit the bet- 
ter for my Lord'^s bounti&il patronage ? No, sir ; ' 
ye maun just let, me ride my ain horse wi** my ain 
ha^ding.'^ 

Mr Vellun^ suddenly broke off l^e conversa- 
tion, and turned his attrition to some matter of 
bush^ss; and our hero, on gqing to his {daoe 
at the desk, in the folness of his heart, wrote a 
letter to his grfmdmother ; but without indulging 
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la aay exynmm bqr<md the w<^rted twapcmce 

of h if flifnJ|n(Mpy nM rniMy «f li^^^rwMMg Aft ff^^JWiliWii> 

ale old wonini, fae b^;w by sUitiiig^ lib«^ 
time he had beea k<epb Ibiwg boih by n^^ 
by day. ^^ But I have no reaxw le caiwplaiiH fer 
Fvmdeooe liaa been pleased to raiae up for me a 
inmdf by wboaa qifltrmnfntality Mr YciiQiiDi haa 
flfilllad on me a very sadafiMstoiy wi^ ; Ae 11^^ 
will epaUe me to 4^ew mote kJndnew to yon thaa . 
I hare yet had it in my power to do ; and I tiiink 
it my Icmng duty to aend you heran, wkof lim 
fose-eud of my earaiogB, something to buy a 
new gown, or any other small convenience that 
ye may stand m the noed of; bopviig you will 
want for nothing) ss I doubt not to bare it.iitmy: 
power now to do as ipidde, and more, from tim^i 
tptim^.^ And then hfi coarinuedy ^* I haye seen of 
late but little ^ Charlie Fier8ton> but he's sn^mry 
good health, to the best of my knowledge^but m 
misehieYous dever lamj^r, and bov^ devals with 
cK^]mgJm}olwi»imf^ Howeyer^IhaTefitllra 
in, najtwithstanding the unfad>ion of my ^fpus^ 
with some.Gi^tahk a^qwintance ; but as youtken. 
nothing mwt thMft) I n^edna £uh yw 
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iMm^iipilK>viiva&^ Andlieeoochided^by as^ 
flumg'd[|eo]dwonw^ tbat ijt would be his hoiicst 
mnifisvimr i^gsre ai^iflftctibii to his fiiends, who- 
evar titey wese^ and to nose more than to her to 
whoflie carehe was beholdai£De eii^eiy tUngbui his 
beii^. 

This kttor affordedgreaA deUght to idie oM wa» 
mm; she c^nied k nsnd to aU her iieigbbouts^ 
aod isvtxi to tbd Mimse, where the miBisteir'decla^ 
ttA hk jenlize sads&etioii with the a^BsctioiiAte 
disposition, and the generous heart of poor Aa- 

^^ Bul,^ said be, ^^ LondMoi is a very e:!^^^T« 
^aee^ «o you ooust not eooHt too confidi^tly on 
Ins beJiig aide to fuMl his kind intmtions ; we 
m^t, however, haVe been better qualified to judge 
of that, had he told you tlie amount of hia sidary ; 
however, upon the wh<^, you have gre$t reason 
to be thank&L I believe he was always a wiell- 
diq>osed cretitdie.^ 

^^ That he wais,^ replied Martha, in the pride 
of her heart; ^^ he's a wee gail^, I idloo ; but the 
liberal man's the beggar's brother, imd there's aye 
some^iing to get by key or eUut frae the miser's 
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ooffer. I dinna stand in the lack o^ his gift ; bul;^ 
since it lias come, I will buy a new gown finr 
the kirk, that the whole parish may see Andrew^s 
gadenesso^ heart therein. Poor fallow<^«-nae doubt 
hehashiidbaith to thole and moil for wlmt he has 
gotten, and if s a warld^'s wonder to me how he c<rald 
giesicasatis&ctioh. Butnaebodycanteliwhat^sin 
the.shawp till ii*8 shelt ; Paul was lang a persecu- 
tor before he was an apostle, and the bonny but- 
terflies begin the warid in the shape o^ crawling 
kailworms.^ 

Thus was the character of our hero for aflfec- 
tion and generosity established, amidst the scenes 
' of his youth ; and when firom time to time a 
five-pound note, in fiuthfSol adherence to his pro- 
mise, came regularly to hand, the worthy Tanny- 
hill as regularly lauded the liberality of the do- 
nor, and predicted his Aiture greatness, while the 
delighted old woman, exulting in the constancy 
of his kindness, as often declared, ^^ That she 
never wished to see him great, but only gude ; 
for, as Solomon says, ^ grant me neither poverty 
nor riches;^ and Solomon kent weel what the 
warld i8,--^hough) poor man, in his auld days he 
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gaed aften far ajee out o^ the strait road in the 
gloaming, tapping wi** his gowden-headed staff at 
the harlot^s door, and keeking in at her windows 
with his bald head and his grey haffits, when he 
should hae been sitting at hame on his throne, 
reading his Bible to his captains and counsellors 
in a kingly nfwiner.'^ 
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CHAPTER X^Yl 



AN ALE-HOUSE. 



Agreeably to the orders of the Countea^ her 
father^s traveUing-carriage was at the door early 
in the morning. The day promised to be fine* 
The winter had been mild ; and althou^ it was 
still February, the spring was seenUginthebud, 
and the fields seemed to be tinged with new verdure. 
A few lambs were scattered here and there among 
the flocks on the pastures ; and the air breathed an 
invigorating energy into the spirit, of wluch Lady 
Sandyford stood then much in need< Every thing 
presented the appearance of youth and renova- 
tion; and the rising hopes of a richer harvest of 
{Measures in lifis, were in accordance with the ap* 
pearance of nature, and the genial blandishmoita 
of the early year. 
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During the first diree stagescf her joom^to^ 
wardfi Elderbower, she met wilJi notU^ to di^w> 
her attention from the contemplation of her ow» 
siluation. Ind%naat at the world, WBii morttfed 
wUix heradf, her thoughts akematdy glared with 
ang^, Mfid weore durkeited with sadness ; but a 
general tendency to a more elevated course of re- 
floction gradually acquired fierce, and her sfvat 
rose as it were out oi its passions and prgw&es, 
like &e mo(»L ascending from beidnd the hnrid 
^axe, the smoke, and the dturk ma^^es of a great 
city- 

Whan the carriage stoj^aecjltodbaiige faorseQ at 
the Rose and Crown, in the irSlage of Castle- 
Aoduborough, h^ Ladydip was roused from 
hfflr reverie by the mmsnurii^ of a crowd ro^id 
the door ef a small puhtic-house, on the <^pposHe 
side of the way. There was somediing ia th^ ap» 
gplraiice of the peo^e, whidi shewed diat their 
fisdlings and j^rmpathies were excited by some dis* 
tressiBg occurrence, and she inquired what bad 
hjqspened. Several voices, all anxious to engage 
haat humanity, answered tog^^, dtat a poor un* 
known (Hitlandishwonttnhadbeea taken iiL labour 



in the LondDn coach, and being left there, had 
es;pired in giving birth to abeautiful female in- 
fant. 

It was not the intention of the Countess ta 
have halted, till she had reached the end of her 
^umey ; but this incident had such a poverfid 
effect on her newly awakened sensibilities, that 
she immediately determined to alight, and make 
some arrangement for the preservation of the help- 
less child. The crowd were touched with admi^ 
ration at her generous compassion, and made way 
for her to the door of the public-house, with a 
decree of reverence, mingled with delight, that 
came over her heart with an influence more deli- 
dous than the early odours of the q>ring ; but no 
previqua view of the pdvations of the poor had. 
prepared her for the scene that she beheld on en>> 
tering the: house.^ 

She was first shewn into the kitchen, or rather 
the door opened into that apartm^t. It was ai 
rude low^eiled room, with a large chimney at 
the one side, in which a hosjatable pile of ropts, 
and billets of wood^ were cheerily burning. In the 
one comer hung several hams and flitches of bse^^ 
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eon ; in the other stood a bench, somewhat dis- 
located in its limbs, with a high back, which bore 
a sort of outline resemblance to an old-fiwhioned 
sofa. Opposite to the fire was an inclosed re- 
cess, with an oaken-table in the middle, carved 
with the initials of some favoured customers; and 
nmnd it about six or seven labourers were seated, 
some with bread and cheese before them, others 
with tankards of ale ; two or three of them were 
smoking. They rose, as her Ladyship passed 
across to a room, where a number of women and 
children were assembled ; on entering whidi, her 
ear was pierced, and her heart penetrated, by the 
shriH and feeble wail of the new-bom orphan.' 

She advanced towards the side of an hmnble bed, 
on which lay the body of the mother, still retain- 
ing that last and indescribable gleam of earthly 
beauty, which remains for a few minutes afW the 
spirit has departed, and seems as if it were the 
reflection of the etherial guest hovering in coniem- 
j^tion over the dwelling it has for ever quitted. 
An elderly woman was respectfully comiposing the 
Hmbs^ while another was dressing the dnld as it 
]hj oit her lap. 
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Lady Sandyfoid was exoeedk^y «^^ by % 
qpedacle as new as it was mouvBlttl, mxAidbffjaag 
die ftbock and impulse of the mommt^ die hastiljps 
tmned bade, and nn across tfaestieet to the Boae 
andCrawiL 

^^ For Heayeii''s sake r she exdbimed to de 
landlady > who fiJlowed her into one of Ae par* 
kmes, '^ what is to be done with that unprotected 

*' DonH afflict yourself, my lady^^ repUed Mis 
Vintage ; '^ the pansh^pofficeis will see to ii« They 
Iwre already sent for Mrs Peony, the wife of Mr 
Ferrers, gardener* H^ own child died yestendaif, 
andshe will be right glad to get thia one in its 
place. I would therefore, my Lady, reconmend 
your Ladyship to take some refreshment, and oom^ 
pose your spirits. What will yoiu* Ladyship be 
pleased to take ?^ 

Flounce, her LadyshipV gentlewo^nan and eoa^* 
panion in the carriage, who had been during die 
whole tame an amazed spectator of the Countes^s 
agitation, interfered^ saying, ^^ Perhaps my Lady 
wiH be better by being left for a little alone \" »i 
the Coimtess intimatmg, by a motion of her hand. 
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an afiqiaeiOfisice in this euggosiion, Mrs Vintage 
niihdrtw. 

^^ "Fismms^ md her Ladyfibip) the iooBMnt 
t]h^y were by themselves, ^' I bare a gveat jtmi 
ta take this baby with us.*" 

" O monstrous, your Ladyshqp i*" exehdmed 
^4enlerthearted Abigail. ^^ Why die 4areatin» 
haa»% a tislleh of clo^iiee ; and hovoooild we miraa 
itin the caniage<mn^y best pelisse? No^myLady; 
let theparish-offieers first gst it nursed, and then 
i€ it diance to be a beauty, your Ladydiip may 
show your compassion; but. Lord, if it proVie aft 
ugly faiawfing-toad, what could he done with it ?^ 

^' Theve is some reaaon in what you say. 
Flounce,^ replied the Countess ; ^' particadaity 
9s to* the risk your best pelisse might he eicposedL 
to. But, Mvertheless, I will adopt the chfld ; 
therefore, do you call in the landlady again, l^t 
I may ^ak to her en the sul^eet^ 

Mrs Vintage, on xeUiming into ihe room, was 
a^eordin^y informed that the parishroiBeers need 
give ihexisdvoft no £sutther trouhte about 4he or- 
phan, for it was her Ladyship^s inteoliop to take 
it under het pi'oteetioB. 
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" But," said the Countess, " I do not wish for 
the present to be known in the business. I must 
therefore beg of you to make the necessary ar- 
rangements with the nurse of whom you spoke, 
and in the course of a few days, you will hear 
from me more particularly on the subject. In the 
meantime, I will leave with you what money may 
be necessary to defray the expences of the mother^s 
frmeral. In order, however, that some key, tf 
possilde, may be got to her relations, I think it 
will be proper to take possession of any luggage 
she may have had with her.''' 

Mrs Vintage told her Ladyship, that she im- 
d^stood there was nothing but a box, which the 
officers had already opened, and found it con- 
tained cmly a few trinkets and clothes. ^^ I have 
taken charge of it, and if your Ladyship pleases^, 
I will give it up to you.*" 

" Yes,'' said Flounce, " I think if my Lady 
is to be at the expence of the brat's education, 
she should have what effects belong to it. So 
"ptBy do let us have the box with us.*— I dare say, 
my Lady, some of the trinkets must be valuable ; 
for did your Ladyship not observe what delight- 
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fol laxge ear-rings the poor dead creature had ? 
Surely they will never be «o barbarous as to bury 
her with them. If lliey do, I should not be sur- 
prised were the sexton to dig her up in the night, 
and pull them oiit."^ 

" Floimce,"" cried her mistress, Irith displea- 
sure, ^^ you allow yourself to talk too flippantly. 
Desire the footman to see the box careftdly put 
up with the Test of our luggage.*^ 

Her Ladyship then gave Mrs Vintage sojAe 
instructions respecting a slight repast ; and while 
the preparations for which were going on, the re- 
quisite arrangements were made with Mrs Peony 
tq take charge of the child, which the Countess 
directed to be named Monimia. 

Dining the conversation, it transpired that the 
Mr Ferrers, in whose service the husband of the 
nurse was gardener, was the same gentleman 
whose attentions to the Countess had already pro- 
duced such baneM consequences. He was lord 
of the manor in which the village was situated, 
and possessed a fine ancient seat in the immediate 
neighboturhood. 

There was nothing in this information which 
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disturbed Lady Sanifyford ; for she was not Muite 
^Mt it mis owing to the ndicobms saiiduity 6f 
'Feaeks tkat her uihappy i^tuitioa with her bus* 
band had been brought to mdi a jMonftil issue. 
Nevertheless, the remainder o£ her journey to EU 
derbower, the «eat of the Cbuntesis-Dowager, was 
peiSmotd m sileikce ; even Flounce Mid Hothiii^, 
nor made imy attempt to etigage the attention of 
her Lady, but, ruminating oh the evonts of thb 
day, fell fast asleep. 



* 
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CHAPTER XXVIi 



A DOWAGER. 



l^LDMBBoWBi had for getiet$,^tota been fke 
^^ppM^ftt^ tetKBt ci the dowi^M of Sudjr- 
fefd. It iTM A vaientUe wfahe-wasbed amisloiiy 
ptesm^big m fitmt of duree gabled, topped wHb 
istAtely omiBtiieiiited ohimnies, toward a sntootb, 
weli-^^Veii gt^^y inclosed oti the i^hf and kft 
%higlt walb^ di6thed with laitf els and oAer Affnhs 
of constant leaf and ve^duiHe. This lawn, 01^ peet- 
tare, as it was called, opened to the public i^oiid 
by a pfliir of btm gates at flofid ti^aeco^,' betwe^ 
two udl eni^bossed and seulptm^edobfemns, on the 
I6ps of wUcli stood a eonple i^gi^otes^e dtatues, 
^^ttehded U> represent Saxon warriors, ^ support- 
et^ of the Sandyfbtd ^MM. These, in a bc^sh 
iJrieak, wHIe residk^ hel^ vM^ ^ in&te»Ml 
iri%, <he Earl one^day pdnted in the colourAdf 
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the family livery, to place them on a fi)otiiig, as 
he said, with their equally wise fellows in the hall ; 
and his mother, from an indescribable sentiment of 
affection, yearly renewed their liveries \ contrast- 
ing with sorrow the light and jocund gaiety of the 
time when the frolic was first played, with tl» 
headlong dissipation that had succeeded. 

This widow''s nest, as the Earl was in the prac- 
tice of designating Elderbower, stood on the skirts 
of Eldetton, a cheerfrd market town, near the rec- 
tory, and hot far from the church ; so situated, aii 
his Lordship said, in order that the dowagers might 
have the ben^t of clergy in their felonies 6n the 
sud^mmt characters. But the insinuation did not 
a^ly to has mother, wh6 was in many respects an 
amiable woAia^i, though weakly overvaluing her 
rank. ' 

When the bell at the gate announced the arri- 
val o£ her daughter-in-law, she was sitting alone 
at a parlour window, which overlooked a flower- 
garden that sloped g^itly down towards a 'beau- 
tiful smooth grass plot round a basin, in the mid- 
dle of which stood a naked leaden mate image, in- 
tei^ed for i heathen god, bat whether Apollo cnr 

12 
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ATukaa, wtM vmet tkoisugUy or ^AtisfiicterUy 4e- 
teniiiiied. His reverence^ tibeieetcMr^wliohiMloiuae 
ac^piired %omt knowledge of such things at Ox- 
find, was of qpinkmdiat the stttua wts anoriginal 
ci^ixitbB Famesian Hesoides ;^but the tamditioQs 
jHjdongithe dooiesdcs and of diie eiiyirDiiS94e8crB)ed 
it as the effigy of Sir £roiidibert le Saiut ^ Foite^ 
who, on aceoimt '(^his great yalovr, obtaixMsd the 
redqilbtahle surname of HardknDclosh'^^ moat ya- 
lorous and.courtepus knight, that was takj^ hy die 
Pagans. aud flayed aliTe at Jerusmlem, in the time 
«f dhe CrusadeSk 

But however qiv^tionable ihe tka^mieT mi^t 
be which the imi^ exhibited^ or whatev^ c^atrg- 
T«rsies existed with respect to its origin^ it ix^t" 
lannly poured firom a conch a cq[iious stin^am ff 
cryataiUme watar, which fell in a gende and ev^r- 
rip^iiig shower nn the suzftee of tbe.lMU^ and 
apcead into the ^qniet air around a jsoher xmvtnuf, 
that softly harmonized with the tranqittmiy of the 
scenery, find the gcdden jceo^posore of tho set« 
tiqg sun, whidi ihe old lady was ti^n a»)i.Q»pIa- 
ting, with her elbpw reating on a large VxfXfm^ 
bode, in wUchJier spectadeaBBari^^d &atfb» \wA 

VOL. i» I. 
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•been recently reading the collects prescribed for 
-the evening. Shock, her lap-dog, lay slumbering 
on the rug, with his head comfortably pillowed on 
the breast of Pur, a large demure and decorous tor* 
toise-shell cat, that was also enjoying at fiiU length 
the drowsy influences of the bright blue-tinged 
fire, which, like the splendour of the western skies, 
gave an assurance of continued dear and dry wea- 
ther. Shock was disturbed in his siesta by the 
sound of the beU ; and starting up, ran barking 
towards the door ; while his lady, taking her spec- 
tacles out of the Prayer-book, placed it on a table 
behind her ; on which, amidst several volumes of 
a devotional character, lay a copy of the newspar- 
per containing the pari^aph that completed the 
rupture between her son and his wife. It may 
therefore be easily imagined with what emotion 
she beheld the Countess, unaimounced, enter the 
room ; and almost in the same moment, felt her in 
tears on her bosom. 

" Alas i"" said the venerable matron, '' what is 
this ? and Tjrhy have you come to me ? But I pity 
you more than I can express ; for I fear that the 
conduct of George afibrded too just a palliation."^ 
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** Then you have already heard what has hap- 
pened ?^ cried the Coimtess, m some degree recor 
vering herself. "Whatever may have been my 
indiscretions, I am at least, my dear mother, firee 
from the imputed guilt. Lord Sandyford and I 
have long lived a comfortless life* He has treat- 
ed Kne as if I were untrorthy of his affection, and 
perhaps I have acted as if I felt none for him. 
This public scandal has opened my eyes to my 
£iults ; and I have come to you to learn how I 
may recover the esteem of my husband. My fa- 
ther urges me to a formal separation. He did in- 
deed persuade me to remove with him from San- 
dyford-house. It was a rash step, but it is taken. 
Instruct 'mie how it may be redeemed.*" 

The Dowager dropped a tear on the hand 
which Lady Sandjrford had^ in her earnestness, 
laid iqpon her Imee, and said, " I thank you, Au- 
gusta, for tihis confidence; but I fed a mother ^s 
sorrow for George. His ruin is, I fear, now com- 
plete* But endeavour to compose yourself, and 
we shall consider, at leisure, what is the best course 
to pursue. You have done wisely to come to me. 
The knowledge that you have taken refuge here, 
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wUl do mu^ io temorc ikst unfavourftble «on- 
fttrucdon tow^uds you wbich Aks 'sroAA^ taught by 
ibs fataH neii^aper tale, will dbubliLeBfi put on ihe 
fleparatum.'^ 

Tii^oiaterua! aoxktiesof the ddLadytis to ^ 
maimer in wliich the Earl had ticted In the had- 
ness, received some alleviation 60m the CoimtesfiAs 
report '6f Sir Chailes Runnitigton^s mission, and 
dxe fi&id, ^^ Thank Heavai, his heart is not ^itbie^ 
ly comtpted, nor his principles destroyed ; I l^pe 
he has stQl good'feeliiig enou^, were it once ef- 
factuaUy exdted, to iiir<^ out a gracious diange 
in his conduct. If he could once he convkiced 
that ycHiiireiioUdttQus to segain Msiiffboticaas, Us 
ruin may be arrested ; tor vhaAeiFieF Ins behayknir 
may have since ^en^ he once, Augusta, imdaUbt- 
edly loved you truly .^ 

^'J^ bangn composure of the Bomger had an 
immediate And trftaquiHiaing ^Gect an tfaeipaiid of 
the Countess ; who, in the coimse of less than an 
liQur after her amval, wias able to discuss with her 
the plan tSiat Ae had foimed in the hope df t«- 
gaining die esteem of her lAxtA. The Dowager 
would have written the same n%ht to xequeat the 



bll iMBa^diat^ Imt the Cottftten would not por^ 
**H0^ md^Ae, ^ i ^ not widi dnit it& should 
come again together^ ttaiess tbore ean be a tedfto^ 
dffvUfms tMte^ and fientments. I £&d my own 
HMrifaltofiMf a^ftea^iA 110^ «»tritute lo Ms hi^ 



' lr&«^i^faflhctkmately]iit«rmftedl]«rys^^ 
iHg^>^ Yoi» iMirre f^Ky humble aft opiunm of youiu 

^Jibr exdaiifted 1^ lAdpSApf '^ bmnifiey i» 
1^ Bie ft Mw fee&ig. I isaffiiot cKi^pMbe to mysdC 
dttt^ i9(iA^ an my &mtset valfi fttetesfesions to sup^ 
limkfyl htt^e IbO^i fo ^es^rve tke ldy«f of a nmi 
ftair oMe doated ufA)ifr Me^^-pei&ipitf i hi»v« ergn 

ifbm imdfiMDaeimi to ifltel "(^si^ftd h,p6e wlfidl haisr 

* 

M^ long cimMtea^ed y<M]f d^dk^ig yeaA.'" 

T&0 torie ^ cMttifioii in #ldch this whb exw 
{Kftteaed) sui^rfeedlatidgi^ed tb» veweiiaMe Sbw- 
«ger. dUe bd^ Ilf0 ehaMveCir of Lady Samty^ 
AiAii^ H psitt c#vi«w of wlaeb slie hiid {artaed 
A6^ fM^tts eobeeptiM ; aaddietewaatf modesty 
iit llttis lA^h, whife it^Aioted Imt CMHqpaMon» so^ 
Belled MicotttfafMaem. 3l0 aw^ Attt llw Co«(»t« 
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ess felt m^ deeply the stigma to whkh she had 
been ejqposed, than could have been expected firi)m 
a woman hitherto con^dered as equally under the 
dominion of pxide and vanity. 
. By this time it was almost quite dark ; and 9uch 
had been llie earnestness of the conversatioii be- 
tween the two ladies, that the one forgot the fa- 
tigue of her journey, and the othar, to ask if she 
required any re&eshment Far diffi^cen^ wacf ^ 
case with Flounce ^ she was prattling away with 
deUght over ^ dish of green tea, along witl| ^e 
methodical Mrs Polisher, who held the x^^Tm- 
ble dignity of house-keeper at Elderhower ; r^ 
payings the civility of her entert^er wil^a full, 
true, and particular account of the infidelitieg.Qf 
the Earl, ^^ I declare, my dear ma^am,^ said 
Floimce, ^^ he is the most shockingest mwa you 
ever heard of; and more times than I shall tell, 
he has shewn his cloven foot to me. But, my 
Lord, says I, I would have your L^rddiip to 
know, that if my lady submits to your raking, I 
wont. — ^ReaUy,.Mrs Polisher, you make excellent 
tea ; bOt I suppose the wat!^ is very good in this 
hare countrified place— and th^ his Lordship 
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wotdcl laugh and make game of me — Pray do give 
me a morsel of sugar — dear me, what charming 
creiun — a Ktde more— ^I protest it'*s beautifid — I 
never tasted such delicious cream — and this is 
such a^etty house — I guess, however, you must 
be dullish, keeping no company ; and I should 
think my lady will not stay long. I fancy when 
the divorce is finished we shdl have one oof the 
EarPs other' seats to live in." 

*^ Divorce !" cried Mrs Polisher in amazement ; 
for she had not yet heard, notwithstanding all 
Plomice^s talk, any thing of the separation — ^^ Di- 
vorce ! what do you mean ?" 

** Why, havetf t you heard that my Lady has 
been caught in a denoomang ?^ 

Mrs Polisher, an old respectable matron, start- 
ed back from &e tea-table, exclaiming, ^^ Not pos- 
sible r 

** As to the possitnlity of the thing, thafs nei- 
ther here nor there," said Flounce, sipping her 
ihird cop ; ^ but the story^s all blown abroad, and 
ottr men read it in the newspapers ; but being a 
delicate affair, you know I could not speak of it 
to my Lady hers^; but it^s in the newspapers ; 
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WO ishet^csA he no doubt of i3» fixst. Indeed^ mf 
Lesd Avonside came and tedc her $mwf out of Ae 
Aeufie, and I was ordered to ^oir in fhee^esuig* 
Then there was sndi apieee df wcnrk^-^Beaflyy^Mss 
Pdssher, this k prodigious fine hyssoib'--^ cMSfl)} 
kHabofsugar, ifyoupkaae. Bttt, yott kdoW, if 
doe»Tiot ifofcr xsss^tyuxAb tomdceor'nteddfoii 
these sort of mutt^sx-MMr I eM rkoiitmgi b^^uie 
my place is a very good ome. I VKmdtt^ hoy^&N9f 
what your Dowager thiidcs of the hUsifiess.^ 

^' Thixdts r a^i Mn PdMber^ iddignaiitly*^ 
^^ It will htesk her heart ; and I am aetonkteiid 
that your Lady Saridy&rd dKmld d«re to diew 
her &ice hi this Ivouise ; but these soriof creatteres 
are as impud^it 4s tjbey 9ve wiched/' 
• At thk moskenA the Dtjrwng&r rdi^ ik» bdl 
that si^tAoned Mrs F<£sber^ and FkftiilcewiM 
left, for a short time, to her own meditatiokis, ot 
nrthcr to her observations ; finr the ttomeilt that 
the heueeJf eeper'^s back wad turned, die immeiE^ 
atdy begAi to inspect every tjmig in die i^oosfr, 
vidi tile acridity of mi Intending purchaser. But 
befinre dK^ h^d completed h^ survey, an old cot- 
puJbat feetman, who was lame wUh die' gout^came 



in to inquire fixr his young lord, as he called the 
EarL 

" Don^t talk of his Lordship to me,^ cried 
Flounce, *' he's a naughty' man, and ^tis all his 
fauJt.^ 

^^ I wont Bdiet^cr » wovd on^"^ said the man, 
who had heard something of the separation from 
the servants of Lord Atensldeihat came with the 
Countess ; adding, ^^ b^re he fell in with your 

'^ Sty. da mttc d> ■■ O , nmnCrom f-^But the fel-* 
Idw^s a lilun|>Usi;r said PhMmsd^ widl 9 xsost ii^^ 
eflUble «bflBf of in head; alttd 1^ ihe» added, 
^^ StmAf^ if y«m> knofir wliait ill ia to hwre gpaod? 
tiUmneilty yott wfflfaruig in all|^tt^iaHdr take nonef of 
ifeaa libti9ki«8>wtlb me.^ Thtis aaielctiiBg and up- 
lnMi% her aMirapoibaK aoperianlr^. 
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CHAPTER XXVIIL 



AN ATTEMPT, 



MoBDAUNT, soon after Vellum^s eventful isler- 
view with the Earl, caUed at Sa&dj^oird House, 
to represent in the strongest terms to las Xiord^ 
ship, the misery that he was eridaitly Inix^ing 
upon himself; but he found him inexooraUe* 

^^ Had Lady Sandyfoid not quitted the iKmse,*'^ 
said his Lordship, ^^ thereby leaving me under an. 
impression of her guilt, or what I regard almost 
equally bad, in total carelessness whether I con- 
sidered her guilty or innocent, I might, p^haps, 
have been induced to re-consider her situaticm, 
but I cannot now. Her conduct confirms me in the 
justice of the ojnnion I have been un&rtunately 
taught to form by her behaviour, ever since our 
ill-fated marriage. She is incapable of caring for 
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any one, and the only pain she will feel for what 
has happened, is Ae damage that has perhaps 
been done to her own reputation.^ 

Owing to a long debate in the House of Com- 
mons, the preceding evening, the newspapers were 
late in being issued diat morning, and the Earl, 
eng{^ged with Vellum, had neglected to look at 
them. At this crisis of the conversation, how- 
ever, his Lordship, in folding up a note, happen- 
ed to throw his eye on the paragri^h ingeniously 
iMerted by Neitle, to turn the attention of the 
sci3idal-m>ngets. It stated the extreme regret of 
the editors jand proprietors, that, by one of those 
inadverteneies inseparaUe firom the haste with 
wbieh a. daily newspaper was necessarily compiled, 
a|iaragniph relative to the elop^cnent of Mrs C. 
with the gallant Colonel D., had been so placed^ 
in connection with an account of the Countess of 
Sandyford'^s asaemblyy as to induce some of their 
readers to diink it applied to that amiable and 
nabie lady-^^^ a ndstaiEe which diey could not suf- 
Soa^nSif lament, even although assured that it had 
oidy occasioned a great deal of m^Eximent to ihe^ 
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£^1 mi C9imi^0» yrh^ wote ear^dMng turn* 
aide sbA exeftnpkry in sftgvrie^ li&.^ 

His Lordship. b»]tst mt^ ft fii ^ Unj^bt^,. e»^ 
chastu]%0 ^^ Tbei^ are xeaUy.Qo sueh fi^m as 
those of yoisr eosdmnponxy histoms 'i^ mA b^ 
]^E»i^d (ke paper ta Motdwaslbt 

'' What (^ai^be theilifimB£p6f tbitr ctMtlir 

. '' O dear» no^"" rqpbed the E«rt ;^ '' th^ e3i««» 
and {H^opvieters stuqpeet they hirre got .iatb fiiarfa 
o^apir^ 3Bd are taking tUa la^iod tat ilppiiaat 
the oflSmded mnsk^ exen^Ars^ jofmaimg Ladj 
Sasadyfbrd smA myself; of whsar^it weuiia^pear^ 
d^ey h»(yw nboat as mu^ »» Aey d^^ of tiier ]^^^. 
tical intiriguos ai^ transaeliom.i^tdi they flliir^ 
niinate and dmmde wkft. so' Broek seetQamip s^F* 

Ay" 

<^ Mmuibsomr died Afandoiuit; ^M hackn^ 
each Gteoeplkm 4U^ dte liceo^onsaoiit q£ tiir 



^ The oidy tlu^ i iM svKjpffiaed Mr^ 
£»i^ ^< isy4iHit tb»aiii9iid4diMldbiiivbitf»ttaAa. 
80 esfedbioiuly.' 



w 



" Who r exclaimed the Earl ; « I d^ida»f 
j(m cfminff hmikssk^ ttd eapefi^ dm^ of the 
mm»ts^ii»tff€ mck im4mst%t that didttg i« ii«r 
9^ie«kii^ ti$ you* abocie aiay «»iin»8h^ matter, irith^ 
out ent^ing into detwls obnoxkmfi^ 10 aU iirrefi^ 
tiy0 gexHOBL^ Wlio^ is tlnii €»g#, ewi Mss C t>e, 
b»t Aetti^ebrailM^ lltibii I%lfy tieiidli, the eldie^ 
iaiiglMr of ffiy Lad; Fafii«j^^ a {i^itsoi^age of grea^ 
npiiae and kfliic^ee sft the acandafous nwAA t m 
for the gaUastt Colonel, depend upost'V he la iia» 
d^r dnoL th«t ftiio br^ ^raraggittifigr Hadis trto, 
itk^dl kiiaim^ kaf baito 1^^ 
nKoegasf ffisdmat of ^ptaiif «yaiiirf M^^blib«v Mr- 

'* j^^ yeft h«f Ihlg^ lib&di ]F^ fbak aft lavan- 
ttMf^ baatyfmr doi a wfc h apysnii a^ny liaid^ beea^ 
aMritaedr 

; << Soidjr, Mittdaimt^'' aakl AarEad, ^uot m 
fiM^N^jT dasffeiiie luq[i|riaiflto IsaauotlaM 00 mwU 
Mll^ 19 di» £kttiea»«-«tii«Be {«te0Cs of llfam 
add BdOf^My aa { ecnaiSi^ tbe^ MWi|pa{>iira-N«4ha 
heart and bowels were consumed on the aljiar dT 
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Ae EiUBenides long ago. But I c^mni^diyhie 
who has taken the trouble to interfere so expedi- 
tiouriy.'" 

Mordaunt then told hb. Lordship of the con^ 
versation which he had held with Andrew, de- 
scribmg the singular appearance and eumui^ nm- 
plicAty of our hero* 

Xhe Earl was stnick with the information, aad^ 
exdaimed, ^^ It is imposdble thi^ Wylie couUt^ 
have contrLved any thing half so ingenious as this 
par^aph; But I will sound the bottom of it 
immediately^" , 

In the same momi^t his Lorddup rung the 
bell. Wylie happened to be then at the door,' 
c(»ning to thank, him finr his kindness ; and the 
servant who answered the bell anuttimoed him;. ' 

Andrew, £rom the moiment that Vdhun had 
communicated to him tibe g^ierous interfi^ence^ 
of the Earl, had undergone an intellectual tcans- 
muta^n: . 'An irresistible sentiihent of gratitude 
arose in his heart, so strong and powedul,.that it 
became as it l^ere a principle of du^ ;. and ac- 
tuated I7 this hallowod imd gracioufi feeling, with- 
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ottt reflectbg oa the iinpropriel8)r of obtruding on 
his Lordship, at a time when a inore wcHrldly head 
would have concluded that the Earl was not likely 
to be in a humour to receive him> he wentto Sandy- 
ford-hoTise. 

On aitfirii^ the Kfarary, he was struck with 
the change in his Lordship^s mien and air. . In- 
stead of the quiet smile of intellectual ind<dence 
wliidh his Lordship usually wore, his countenance 
was lifted up^ and there was a quickness in Im 
eye, and a precision in his manner, that discon*. 
certed the self-possession of our hero. 

" How i».thi3, Wylie!— here already!'' said 
the Earl, surprised at his sudden appearance. ) 

'^ I ion come, to thank, your Lordship,'' said 
Andrew, modestly. 

The Earl was as much astonished, at the dSS- 
dence with which this answer was expressed, as- 
i^Jidrew himself was at the exactitude of his Lord-^^ 
ship's qpiestion. Moidaunt looked on, curiouslp 
examining them both. 

^< Say nothing about thanks, Wyfie," cried his 
Lordship. ^^ I h(^ what Mr Vellum intends to 



t9 Ayr ymx irifl. M jvgiid bgr y#ur«ii«iymg<e 
giw^ nm raiiraMii<iii»' 

hett«;r, my Loid^ but ife hnafft i»eik; I lsi|wi 
howsomever, that your Lordship wUl .le^ mm im 
iometiiaig ta xddi^ jmmmif m wBdi at Mir.VdU 

DeninMift tcr «iroid.tBi&pconR)fai» flC-^uK Itm^s 

can yoai tdl i&e haw tibis gotiafea tbaiicM|nipor ?^ 

daiviiig Ittn die aacignmlik 

Andrew ^«ad it over stedmidyf and dltoi ai^ 

^< Myhovir thai ii^ glamm^rie;'' and lie then 

ezplMod ta the Eiu^ tfaaat lK.aBipeetodiliraa.# 

device is» ahrnate^. At cAet o£ the^ fiinaar ptta- 
graph. 

BCoadaiwt wis auxpdied ait tba eagMity of the 
aaemtng wnq^etaMf. Hi»Loiddii]^Wa0Xi»lear.a»;i 
and plaaaed witb the cqiaeideMe witll hiui omSk 
opiamiy loodly eaqnteBacd hb ippvobotiNNa of daa 
conjecture, 

Ote faen^liletf relifted irluit kid pataad iMtv^ 
ktm asdi Neltle;. nMoig mm» teAe^etaona af lutf 



omi^ ddeoiMec^ an h^ vatrnMi^ to %i{t€W iStti 
importance which he stq^sed 1^ ^Ettl aCtadli^ 
10 the^p«rag£aph. ^fl^eytfrdar^irhedii^t^gl^ 
fal tlti0 t»tm,^ [laid be, 8% lodldfig Ifotb iii^§f 
Us bait brows. '^ Th<)i^ it's a hatiig't teie, diy 
I^d^ I hope the tae hitf oH wM bd tim^ iiiid 
tbflf^ yoft 9^iwy tj0idy ^^ 

The Earfs countenance changed^ did Aft^b^e^ 
8i»u£ik tv^M)&^ty ftoifii^ the slefd r^bdb^ of his 
c^^e^f bdtMordaNtm^wb^Baw^tbew^iBeaiysp)^ 
90^1^^11011 of tte otasefVi^dfi^ kto^fettdd ttd sai^ 
^^¥(miHN3rf»t6 right, Mr Wytten AKdymemdd 
^^ bmer slltew ^ st^teerfobMgittioti, which y em 
fiiM^ i» leel tohfTiafercb Ms* Lofdship, than ly ^sh- 
^^^as y^^irddya reeofitriliirticairivIA^ the Couute^^ 

L^d S^ldyfMd feH o^fefideel with M<^^liti«t 
fbr dftrft^^edotEt ifrkh wliriefc h<^ a)iir«si^ &kiase£f 
so openly on so delicate a sulbjeet, aM to b^ y^^Slig 
t^mm^ a«d one, toe, oi0^htm\ eendMon. 

Aiidfeii^, hcrs^cf^fet, tras encewiE^ed? by iMis^ i^ 
terposition, and saie^ •* Odisiake, tsf Lc^, ye 
iStmjMt fk^ np tff eny thin^ I ^y ; f<n* i^i^mld be 
an ill return for ybifr I<etd^p^i^ g!9odiW»i,' Mi 
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diie discretion I have had at my LM^y^s ban, 
were no I to etde my best * " 

" Peace r cried tbe Earl. . Andrew lodked 
round to Mordaunt, cowerii^ly and jocidarly, as 
if in dread of a castigation. 

" You might at least hear what Mr Wylie has 
to say,^ cried Mordaunt. ^^ JKindness at all times 
merits civility.'' 

" Well, and what has Mr Wylie to say ?^ ex- 
claimed the Earl, a little contemptuously, look- 
ing at our hero, who was, howevq;r,ndne daunted 
by hisrnianner, but, on the contrary, urged by grati- 
tude and the encouragemait of Mordaunt, replied, 

^^ I didna think your Lordship was sic a spun- 
tie — ye'^ll no m^id your broken nest, my Lord; 
by dabbing at it. So, out o' the regard I hae 
baith for you and my Leddy, I would spear what 
for ye put her awa' ?" 

The Earl, confoimded by this categcnry, almost 
laughed, and cried, ^^ Why, thou paragon of ani- 
mals, she we^t away herself^ 

" Poor body," replied Andrew, " ye mmm hae 
used her very ill, my Lord ?** 
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'This vas said in «ach a manner, that Mordaunt 
and the Earl looked at each oth^. He saw their 
if^nilhrnent, hut took no notice of it, continuing, 
^^ She was a fine Leddy — maybe a wee that dres- 
sy and fond o^ outgait — 1^11 no say she was en« 
tirdy without a j&ult, for we a^ hae our faults, my 
Lcnd^— land am in a great ane to speak wi** tfaii 
freedom to your Lordship ; but whai I think what 
ye hae done for me-^I was a friendless lad, «id 
ye took me by the han\ — ^and could I sit still and 
ae? scaAe befall my benefactor, I wouldna be a 
stick o^ the right stock that^s bred on the hm^ o' 
Scotland." 

There was something in this approaching to 
eaeigy ; insomuch, that the Earl said, ^' I am 
BMiiehoUU^^ to y^u ; I thank you for the interest 
yen take m my happiness. It does hcmour to 
your feelings ; but you will oUige me by saying 
no more on.the sutgect!" 

The mannar in which his Lordship spoke was: 
at once mild and firm. It admitted of no rqply^ 
and it off^ided no feeUng. It nmther made our 
hero sensible lAiAt he had transgressed the limits 
of decorum, nor that he ought to regret what he 



IbtA doffte i btti if effbetucttiy dM0^ hk MpB, and 
he rose to take bis l^ai^e* The £a«1 said to l^y 
M he #M 13^ tbe peiae rf ]^«»fkk% '^ I int^ffdecl 
t^ hstm had ibe pieafinrre d# aeeiMgi yi»« ^l;h Mf 
VellUfitt be£»6 leatitig t(y#]^ Itoe fhat I fiid wUl 
11^ fio!# be cofi^enie&tw Make rmy covEtflimeiM 
f0 biiAv md ^jr t^^ be mil kave tike geedtiesa 
to se&df the paftrtf Infant t<r €haBtmgt(ni-Ha&, aai 
I hiave dfete9»aified W set efiTewiy tOMnonbw mxixs^ 

/iffldte^^ nitli kfilAle reiq[iieetflibie0i5, abdHUxra 
emetie?^ ikm^ \k» Ldtda^p: deeioed Um sueceptiw 
We of, then withdrew. 

^^ 1 9m glad to be rid of the fdlew^'' said his 
LerdsMp,astbedeor|tki*; '^ we dboidd have bean 
ml»^ca, wkh faaDdkeidde&at wtt tragical ejea 
pfeseiidy ; asd aIbi I do not think iiae Scdtlblr 
cSaleei is at ail sufficiently sraerons &r Uuk 
verse, don'^t you think, as a KMvtt^ of tartc^ it waa 
xif^t to send hiai hence ? I ant sorry, faowever, 
toliorrebeensopefeaij^tory wit2thiixk The§ada 
{ilay with om bmrlB as shuttlecDdbEU^Heiea ia a 
irbmau that I ^ n^t believe had 1^ le feal 
^nA m mgdkf kas gone off a^iaam^ sevafk^Md-* 
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jheeMning at once .the noUcst w«dk of GGAmr- 
Ulai^Bisg ioy leaser liqnaiiitgr almost i«ta tteun*'"***** 

During tfafi tisie that his Loisdiship mas ihuB 
gpeaking, he continued walking up and down ifae 
libcary. Sometimes he ad^i^essed hknself d;o Mor- 
^tsmr^ ; but, for the most paiat, v^Mt he said vat 
^ eolflo^piy, and he was ^yidentfy d^j^ j agita- 
ted; at last he made a full stop, and said, ^lam 
xeally persuaded that this y<»ang ^ Edwin is aio tuL 
gar boy.^ There is iwim^ vivtne in that awkwasd 
siaiplkitf -of hds ; ftr it begets uegligenoe teaurm^ 
his talents, and that »egKge»ceonah4es him to ae- 
qiure adyantages which 43ie creature, by a curious 
instinct, somehow uses in a way that is positively 
commanding, but which, in any other individual, 
would be downright and intolerable presumption 
and impudence.'*' 

After this the conversation became light and 
general, all ftirther allusion to the separation be- 
ing studiously avoided. The Earl occasionally, 
however, spoke of his intended journey next morn- 
ing to Chastington-Hall ; but, as if there was 
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•something unhappy associated with the idea, he 
as often hastily embraced another topic. Before 
Mordaunt left him, he gave orders for the carriage 
to be ready at an early hour, to convey him &6m 
town. 

. ^^ I have long thought,^ said he, in bidding 
Mordaunt farewell, '^ that excellence was a very 
modest ingredient ; but I had no conception that 
wisdom lurked in so strange a form as in that crear 
ture Wylie. Therefiwre, I would advise you to 
trust ham in your conjugal affair; and' if he do 
you service, which, from l^s acuteness, I am sure 
he may, you wiD not neglect to reward him. I 
wish that I had noticed his true character sooner."^ 
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CHAPTER XXIX* 



THE FAMILY MANSION. 



CHASTiNaTON-HALL, the piiiidpal seat of the 
Sasdyford family, was one of those fine old man- 
sions, i^hich are only to be seen in England, and 
which combine, with the antique grandeur of the 
baronial castle, the cheerftil conveniences of the 
modem villa. It was erected in the latter part of 
Queen Elizabeth^s reign, when the airy pinnacles^ 
turrets, and tracery of the Gothic style, were first 
attempted to be assimilated to the symmetry of 
classic architecture. 

The court^yard was entered by a stately por- 
tal, surmounted by a clock in a templar edifice, 
crowned with a d^me, in the form of an earFs co- 
ronet ; and the quadrangle of the court, in the 
centoe of which a marble fountain threw up w». 
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ter, from the shells of mermaids and tritons, was 
gurrounded by an arcade. Nimierous doors opened 
from this arcade to the lower range of apartments^ 
and a spacious marble staircase, richly adolned 
with allegorical paintings, in the taste of Charles 
the Second'^s £ime» A3oended frma the court to 
splendid suites of galleries and chambers, all fiir- 
nished in thajt tosd^ nod itt^fliYe istyle which ac« 
corded with the formal pageantry of the magnifi^ 
cent oototiecs of die Situarts. 

The sitKiatioai was diosen widi admirabie tactis 
ttid judgment. The mansion occupied the isyvuEmt 
of a gentle ridbig ground, in the midJLe ^ an £x-« 
tensive park, naturally OHmnaTyling a wide «x- 
inUfflve parospect:; iund de jf^proach was loy a £0r 
fierbaYenue of httdi trees, whieh saem^ed to dro<^ 
liieir farandues in adbAation, as theb master, td^ 
vardis die cioee x)f the diy ^ wfts dnven xspidiy toh 
wards the portal. 

Tke Earl had nieyer Jbffwe vki(ted thm piincely 
.piace, and, of coucse^ it had fiuffiexsd by his ab- 
-ftenee ; aldbough the £erv!aiits had preserved 6vs»y 
t&ing ^ wcH as it could he pnenenrod, wkhout xe;^ 
pairs and s^ovations« It had, thetefinre^ in scnne 
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diftgree, a faded and saelaHc^ly appearance, and 
^en the caniage passed through the grand en« 
trance, hk Lordship thonght, or rather felt, that 
^ echoes in the Mcade clamoured as if they had 
been sixldenly awakened by the unusual sound of 
itfaeels, and rebuked him for his long neglect. 

As he trarelled with post horses, he was ac- 
companied only by Servinal, his valet ; indeed, 
he If ad determined to make no other addition 
to the usual estaUishment at Chastington-hidl, 
the ^strict economy to which he was resolved to 
-reduce himself, requiring every practical retrench* 
ment. 

TJuiing the greater part of the journey he had 
been flflent and thoi^htful ; the only observation 
which he made, in the whcde time of the last 
crtage, escaped firom bun invohmtarily, -when he 
first beh^ the numerous gilded domes and tur- 
lets of die mani^on, glittering above the Irees in 
die setting-sun. It was simple, brief, and em- 
phatic, — '* Have I thought of sacrificing this ?"" 

The carriage drove in to the foot of die grand 
staircase, where the servants were assembled to 

VOL. I. M 
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receive him. The men were; fin: ^ite most pait> 
grey-headed, and in their best livmes ; but, al* 
though the colours were the same, the faEshion of 
the clothes was not in so spruce a taste as those 
of their London compeers ; and some of them, 
instead of smart white cotton stockings, wore thdr 
legs decently clothed in grey worsted. The honse^ 
hold appearance of the women was no less peculiar. 
They were likewise dressed in their gayest attire, 
but rather in the orderly Sabine simplicity of the 
grange and farm, than in that buxom neatness 
that characterizes the fiiUUformed female domes- 
tics, belonging to those seats of the nolnlity, which 
the families are still so patriotic as to visit tego^ 
larly in summer, like the swallows and cuckoos. 

But we should be guilty of unpardonable in- 
civility towards Mrs Valence, the housekeeper, 
were we to allow a personage of her importance 
to be dismissed from our account of the EflrFs re* 
ception, without some special and discriminative 
marks of our r^ard, particularly as bis Lordsfaip 
himself shewed, by the most courteous defefenoe, 
the high esteem in which he held har character ; 
and the equally great satisfaction with which he 
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pctBuaded, at d« first ^ik», she had, on all 
ooeasicms, uj^eld the digmty and coni^eration 
of tlie family. She was a tall and ample person- 
age, with a gen^ osciEation of the head, wMdi 
seemed rath^ ta indicate a hrfky senise <^ her own 
ttpranacy ^ than the infirmity of a shght paralytic 
affi^^n. She stood on the third step of the 
stair, ni the stately superiority of a full suit o£ 
dsil&hrown rustling doulil&*tabihet, of which the 
imstinted flounces, and manifold ruffle Cfofk, bore 
testimony to the tasteandprodigality of theman- 
tua*makers ci ether times; a vast weil-staiched 
kerduef souffle expanded her bosom into swan- 
Ufce am^iiude ; and her hailb was not only highly 
fimskd and powdered, but sustained a spacious 
structure of lace, mudins, catgut, and ribbons, 
Itfae very wiry skdeloh of whidb was sufficient 
to have fiihadbed iron for Ae shackles of more 
than twenty peijured lovers in these degenerate 
days. Her hmiii» and arms were invested w^ 
cambric gloves, as pure as the napery whieh it 
was her pide and ddl^t, <mce nunre, before she 
died, to give out that momiiig to old Corkly, the 
butler, fox the use ef her imUe master ; and her 
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feet were in aoneof'tliMe ^iifdiop thiags thit «« 
only fit tost Ae ttcddbaobcr, bntdnsoKoualjr ii^ 
BtaUed in Ui^-liecldd red Movoeto shamy ndbiPk 
ed vith ksBOfts of irhke lAbon, ibd Jtfflueat) tlmt 
diey idlaracted tke fditeDtion c£ Iw litidBbif^ 4K 
die eonduotod bm tkrcre^ i^ 
the pirindpal drswing^^room, and he could sot* 
fiidn firom cempIimontiDg ker^ men iai 4iie 
pence of a pun, in haning iwodbi handaiwe bevuK 
at her feet 

Mrs Valcnee stopped instantlj at the ^watim^ 
and fdacing hear hands locmflflj ovo^ each odasr^ 
en her bosom, made him as ^volemn a curtsey.ms 
the Bdneess Bnjwli at the Gon«iencemeitt of ami- 
nnet^ at a birdt^dajrhallof her late moat graeimifi 
Majesty Queen Charli^^te. His Lordship, irhh 
no less correspoaidii^ gravity, a»tunied a pasofound 
bov ; and when die had secomsxed her wonted 
^kradooi, he ftUaared h^ an aQence, fwoodanig 
into what venemlde paiaee, aiasddi Ae pag^a^t 
rites a»d iddm homages of Adry^knd, "be had 
been so cumudy translated. 

.When be ^enlcQ^^tifiei 'datfvring^iiecm, he ivas 
|»leased wiA the domestic taste'inwhidiit wk 
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evUendjr set for use, notwithstfiaftig the heavy 
gAdiisbffmuima of the fimntuze,^ bat fciit a little 
linappoiBted at seeiiig die silvar dutiiddiers and 
aaonoes filled iriA eanfleiK; hoirever, he good- 
hmouredly resolved to attow llie eld servants to 
mlkilge theiasdves io^ that nighty nor, on reflec- 
tian, . was he avvsew/ to obtam unsought, a qpeci- 
mea of the henditSBcy stjie in. whieh his amcei^rs 
had boen aeeustomed to^liie.. While he was cur- 
sorily looking at the pioturea which adorned the 
waBs, but wlnehyaatibe sun: was set, he could see 
only imperfeedy^ his lealet came into the room to 
iBN|dffe i£ he intended to dress- for dkiner. 

^^ I believe it ia not Wi0i«h ^trtiHe, Sendnal.— 
BatpctJBi^ I otight^ they wiU expeet it^^ said 
the Beath 

'^ I think Aeydo^my Lord,^ repUed Servinal. 

<' Then,'' cned die Eazl, '< I will not disap. 
peinti tbenau Hasee y^m favouf^t a oourt^dress 
mA, yon.^ 

The valet smikd^ and said he»had net. 

When his Lorddup hadt diressed^ and had re- 
Htmed back into the dnnrn^^room^ the bell ovetr 
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the portal was ning, and the boose-steward, a re- 
spectable old man, out of livery, aniumnced that 
dinner was ready. The Earl followed him, and 
immediatidy on entering the picture-gallery, an- 
other old man prodidmed, ^^ My Lord !^ upmi 
which the folding-doors at liie end of the gallery 
were thrown open, by two younger footmoi. The 
Earl proceeded, and on reaching the landing- 
place, he turned round to Mrs Valence, who was 
standing th^e, and said, with an* air of great con- 
sideration, ^^ Pray does Que^i Elisabeth, with the 
noble Eaarl of Laoester, dine here ta4ay P^ 

<< I believe not, my Lord,"^ replied the statdy 
house-ke^r, widi imdistnrbed coBieqtimtiality. 

This was more dian the Earl expected, and 
it forced him to laugh as he descended the great 
staircase; but, oil entering the dining*room, at 
rather, as it was called among the household, the 
banquetting^room, he started oa seeing a table laid 
out for at least a dozen guests, and covered with 
ponderous imcient massy plate. ' 

^^ What is the meaning of this ?^ he exclaim- 
ed in a tone of disfribasure ; ^^ Who is to dine 
here ?"" 
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CotUy, the Iwidcr, csme up, and with three 
himB told him, that ^it was an old custom of the 
ftm% to dine always in state while at Chastii^ 
ton, in order to be prepared to receive any guests 
that might by accident come.^ 

The £arl would have said, I hope it is not ex~ 
pected that I am to ke^ open house; but he 
dbeched himsdf, and said gaily, ^^ Fashions are 
somewhat chained sfaice the golden age— 'that is, 
ihe age of the guineas, Corkly. However, to- 
nj^t perform your duty as you were wont to do 
in my father^s time; or rather, if you please, in 
jny grand&dierV^ 

^^ I was not, my Lord, in the service of Earl 
Jam^s, your Lordship^s grand&ther,"^ said Cork- 
ly, wi& an air that wouU have been called digni- 
fied in an old courtier speaking of George the Se- 
cond ; '' but I have been forty-three years in the 
service of your Lordship^s noUe fiunily.'" 

" Indeed T said the Ead, playfiilly ; " then I 
must take lessons fiom. you as to the etiquettes I 
am boumd to observe at ChaatingtcHi ;^'' and, in 
saying these words, he seated himself at the 
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tondied. thr* spnog of a Iftrgti B^miGid Gcanooi 
docky wKich imme&Btelgr begMis^to plaji one: of 
HandeTs oTCftores; Bttt. tbe nudbistcrjr* bdag 
somewhat out of tune^ die Esrl cdM outta tbcan 
iir Btfircy to slop that, honcid mnaieal Ogce^ a&d 
tnmbgroiuid to die Imdei^jsaMk; '5 Save iae dm 
disoord of. Magogli acoogiliMWinfttit tor nqpknfe 
and fork, and I w31 not. mtafiBte w^;]romrntes 
and honn^gea to>ni(^t*^ 

^^ Afi yonf Lofdfihip fhmtB,^ replied Coridj, 
with the rer^ence of a worshipper 

The eye and fancy of the Karl were thna inte- 
rested and amused on the night of li^ firat amval 
at the great mansbn of his ancestorsk Thevfi:««s 
a suni^iidty in the domesti^y which pfeaaad'faim 
exceedii^lyy and their, little awkwardneasei^ widi 
the- formality and oeremomdl which, ihey: made 
use of in theu attendanee, seemed to himiatumee 
venerable and> pictuxeaque. Gorkly told him, 
that aldiough the oelbs had not faemt mplniidi- 
ed for more than thirty yeac% it still q mlia i«a d 
several delicious vintages^and theEarl encott»vad 



THE fAmifr/lfAKSION. S7S 

Ji^ gmaxiQB did vaai tor esptJakta on the glories 
:Qf otb» ]rair8; bnfctlMMigli Ik seemed amused bj 
the reeilal^ an oeeasixmal shade came over his 
^irits, and he reflected, with a sigh, on the on- 
honoured years he had squandered away in Lon- 
don. 

When he retumed to the drawii^-room, it was 
superbly illuminated ; but his heart recoiled from 
the solitary grandeur arcmnd, and as it was yet 
early in the evening, he ordered a fire to be 
%hted in a smaller apartment* He inquired if 
there were any books in the house, and heard, 
with surprise and delight, that it contained a li- 
brary of many thousand volumes, to which, how- 
ever, no addition had been made since the death 
of his &ther ; indeed, every inquiry served to re- 
mind him how much he had neglected this prince- 
fy mansion, and how he had declined from the 
patriotic aristocracy of his fiithers. 

The following morning he walked ii^to the 
park, and saw in every place the stateliest trees 
marked for the woodman, and many already 
feUed. 

m2 
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^^ I could not have imagined,^ lie said, in wri- 
ting to Mordaunt, and mentioning the efSsct on 
his feelings, ^^ that the odd tridc was such an edge 
tool.'' 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



NOBLE AUTHORSHIP. 



The first week, after the arrival of Lord Sandy- 
ford at Chastington^hall, passed more agreeably 
than might have been expected, considering the 
suddenness of the change which it occasioned in 
his manner of living. Two or three days were 
spent in examining the house, and the curio* 
sities which remained as so many monuments of 
the taste and whim of his ancestors r and, above 
aU, in an inspection of the family pictures. His 
Lordship had some pretensions to a physiogno- 
mical perception of character, and he amused him- 
self with conjectures as to the mind and disposi- 
tion of the direct line from which he was himself 
descended, trltdng, or rather fancying that he 
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traced, the features whkh indicated the pardcular 
points of resemUance in their respective charac- 
ters. This recreation was occasionally broken in 
upon by visits from some of the neighbouring g«&« 
tlemen, with whom, although he received th«n with 
his wonted politeness, he shewed no inclination to 
cultivate an acquaintaxioe; onthd ctoaitrary, he took 
several opportunities to inform them, that he had 
come to ChastingtoB esjMressly fer retirement. He 
also visited his domain ; and having suspended the 
general orders for die easttinf dolm of ihe timber, 
he formed ftoBi hia own observationaiioth^ ^«ai 
tif thinning iiie .woodsy wi^Mmt mAlesalfy' affiwt^ 
ing the beauty of the sylvan fiuidture of the|iarii^ 
especially in the immediate viehnty of the nu0ii^ 
sibn* Hiseyehadanatiuralpm:eption of diepie- 
turesque ; and the plan which he duls, adopted^ 
instead of impairing the magnifieoioe'rf the ridte 
tfid walksy had the effect of reoderiBg them taoH 
pleasiuat andidiverafied in the views. The tvees 
which woie fdled allowed more light, as it weie^ to 
be thrown upon the landscape, and piospeets. were 
opened, of the extent of whidh mo praiiow aonfiqp^ 
tion had been: lixnned. 
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It wts'ltts costom m the looiniag tD xidej^^ 
^ jMudc^ ami homfite ^SiSdxeat.eamsno&Bf ta ez^ 
anune wkat distioii otg^ets ma^t. be fleen Gaxm 
the parts covered with yfood ; and thfin txv ordor 
tlie WQodxsM i/9- fdl in such dkectioaii as would 
farina village^ipiffey an andent tower, or a modem 
manncKQ, into the teimmatton' of the Tiata wMeh 
they laid <^p«2. But it wat around die. Hall that 
dis fpeeies of picturesque economy was most jn» 
diciously managed In the course of years, tiie 
tindber had so increased in magnitude^ that it in» 
dosed thebinldiiig with » depth and darkness of 
mnlirageoiie bou^s^ altogether inconsistent with 
Aft A»id Mghtaess^ of the ardtitectuxet-*the efiEbot 
of which produced a degiree o^j^kiom and sokm* 
BSty in the buildii^, strwagely at vanaace with 
dw §mciM style of the place. The Ead^ }sf 
thionjegdown some 4^ the trees which had grown 
to svdk a height as to intercept the views^ and 
hf letting in the light through the general masses 
dPAe suxrou&ding woods, produced a chffig^ truly 
vmgu^; butt he i^ared the celebrated chesnut 
whidh davkens the southern windows. The hu 
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menutibn hi the neighbourhood, for the fine old 
trees of Chastington, was changed mto rgoicingi 
and all the Tishors declared their delight and B9h 
tisfaction at the improvan^its. 

Bnt altibougfa, in this manneri the £ari for 
some time created not only amusemoit, but busi^ 
ness for himself, there was a sameness in the un* 
dertaking, and a patience requisite, which did not 
exactly suit the ardour and activity of his chario* 
tety and he had recourse to other means of recrea* 
tion. Having prescribed their work to the wood- 
men, he resolved to wiut the issue of the fiiU e& 
feet ; and in order that he might prev^it his rest- 
lessness from preying on himsdf, he endeavoured 
to find pastime in changing the appearance of the 
state apartments, not by the expensive medium of 
repairs or upholstery, but by new arrangements 
of the paintings and sculpture, the china, and the 
cabinets ; but still there was something wanting. 
This also he found must become a subordinate 
concern — a matter of occasional recreation; forit 
afforded mme of that earnest exercise to the mind 
whidi he longed to obtain. At last he had re- 



NOBLE AirrnoBSHiF. £T9 

dmirse to ihe Vbrssj ; and after a miscdlaEd^is 
abd cuisory glance of the ooUeCtion, he set him- 
self Into a regular course of historical reading." 

To read was, with Lord Sandyford, to tiunL 
Every page that his eye travelled furnished some 
new association to his mind, till the most remark- 
able and striking indid^ts of general history be- 
came connected with the passing topics of his own 
time ; for the French Revolution was then^raging 
in all its fiury, and drawii^ into its deistructive 
whirlpool the venerable institutions of successive 
wisdom and experience. 

. The exdtaneht which this syst^natic acqoisi^ 
tion of knowledge produced, operated to an immo- 
^te effect His Lordship became dissatisfied with 
ihe inadequate policy I^ which it was attempted 
to suitress the natural issue of a long continued 
accumulation of moral impulses; and actuated by 
the new light which he had acquired on the sub- 
ject of national mutations, began to write an his» 
torkal view <£ the political e£Eects of p(^ukr opi- 
nions. 

When he had. finished this pamphlet, be was 
conscious that, however just his reflections, and 
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ndk SBAi^eineitt^ siich' as ifoold do bun credit in 
the dmscter of an author. He was awaar^ that 
Ae habit he had aoquired (^ contemplatiiig every 
thiiig Aroogh an iromcal mediam, in some dqgree 
affeeled his reasoning eren in hk most serioufi 
moments; and that he used terms and phrases in 
a leomfite sense, not altogether understood bjr 
the generality of the public; so that, ivhHe }& 
taste, with respect to the composdticm of o&eni, 
vas remarkaUy pure and just, he feaxed that his 
own work might be considmed as ooneeited inita 
jfostBon^ and deficient in diat ab of sincerity es- 
sential to produce effects' He tiierefiife longed ftr 
tiie assistance of a literary ftiend to correct its i»» 
congruities ; but there was no sudb beii^wiliiin 
the whole compass of aQ die adjacent perishes. 
At one time he thought of writing to hit book. 
seHet in Lcmdon to procure, and send to him by 
the coa<^, some one of those retamers ^the press^ 
who «xecnte the e£torial duties to new editSons of 
old works ; but he had early taken an anti-sodll 
prgudioe against authors and artiste in general, 
and eoidd not enduve the Aooght ef haviiig^lBs 
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whom h»' oormd^&teAr m- ao^y dkiidoss to evevy 
thing thal< but flefimed tp iiil6sfeT& w^h dieu? vMir 
tie8* PttbUjah, hoiwe^etx he mu^; he febkhisafBdf 
DTfiedto it hf the T«ry haaid of Fate itaeli^ and he 
could jaot least the fearee cf » Beeeseity that w«r 
as inreaiatible toham^ as* if he had been the hexo 
of a Greek. or G^naaa tragfady^ yearnisg to com' 
mita^dJiBer 

In this dileTOm»he thov^t of our heror^vhoae 
prudence he had begun to entertain a fayoucahle 
opinion^, and wrote to him to find, some dever 
literary manj^ who would; undertake to. prepaa^. e 
pam]^et for the pres&>. saying, thati he would 
pay liberally fov the tamtSBGe^, bu4 th«t he wished 
to remain unloiewn, 

Andrew was Stt first not a little pei:]^ax6d hf 
the SarrsoemQUs^koi. He knew naauther, nor 
was.be. in habitS! of interoowse with any. one who 
. did.; till setoUeoting Nettle^ the reporter^ he re- 
solved to apply to him, with a previouft detail^ 
naliiin^ he^weTe^ not to. emf^oy him- in the busi* 
mtm. Aocoidii^l^^ the. saieeaiiernoon in wfai^ 
;b]e LoiddiipV tortesj^ he went Uii the 



newBpBper-ofioe, under the pretext of inquiring 4)f 
Netde, if he Imew of Bay person who would take 
charge of a smeHl parcel to Scotland fer him. 

No visit was ever better timed ; it was exactly 
at the wonted hour when Nettle usually went to 
his chop-house for dinn^; and Andrew, while 
speaking to him respecting the little packet he 
had to s^id to bis grandmother, said, ^^ But, Mr 
Nettle, if yeVe gaun to seek your dinner, it^s just 
my time too, and maybe ye^U no object to let me 
go with you.'' 

Nettle was not a little pleased with the propo- 
rtion ; for, possesinng a strong relish of drollery, 
Andrew was a character that could not fail, he 
thought, to fiimish him with some amusement. 

^^ But,'' rgdned our hero^ when he found bis 
company accepted, ^^ yell no tak me to an extra- 
vagant house-Hio that I mind, mair than my 
neighbours, to birl my bawbee at a time, but in 
ilka^y meals, I am obligated to faae a regard \ 

for frugality." ' 

Nettle profited by the hint, and tod^ Andrew \| 

to one of the best coffee-houses in the ne^hboor- 
hood. Our hero percdved his drift ; but he also 
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tlukight to himself, ^^ this is an occasion when I 
should birl my bawbee.**^ However, i^n entenng 
the room he feigned great alarm, and catching 
held of his companion earnestly by the »m, said, 
^* Noo, Mr Nettle, I hope this house is no aboon 
half-a-crown. Od, Mr Nettle, I dinna like the 
looks o^t — I doobt the folk that come here drink 
wine.'" 

Nettle laughed, and seating himself at one of 
the tables, said, " Don't be frightened, Andrew ; 
leave the matter to me — I'll manage every thing 
in the most economical manner.*" 

« 

^^ Mind it'^s on condition ye do sae that I sit 
dbun,'' replied our hero, seemingly very awkward- 
ly affected by the appearance of the company 
around, as if a young man, who was in the prac- 
tice of frequenting the tables and parties of the 
most ^Eushionable houses, was likely to be discon- 
certed by the migratory visitants of a cofiee-house. 
But he perceived that the reporter was uninformed 
as to this, and his object was to make this man of 
the town subservient to his purposes. 

Dinner was ordered by Netde, who, while it 
was setting down, said drily, " It is usual, you 



kmoiWrta htpre a botfle oEidiite nHboiei during di&i. 
ncc; hot urn we are onan eeonomical regiBien, I 
ivill cOily carder a jont^ 

^ I never ovdered a pint o^ wine since I vr§» 
bom,^ cried Andrew to Nettle, wba immecKately 
said, '^ O Tery well, I have no plgection^^^Wait^ 
bffa^ a bottie."' 

Our hero was here caught in his own snare, 
and exdaisoed, widi unaffiMHied sincerity^ ^ A 
¥4i€te bottler * 

Nettle was exceedingly diverted, and latigbed 
at his own joke, efl]>eciaUy when Andrew said, as 
ike wine was placed on the table, ^^ This ia ivhat 
I ca* a rank shame ^ but he waa much less dia- 
pHeased than he pretoided, and cunningly added, 
^^ Fm thinking that this trade of translating and 
writmg paragr^s ^ youirs,. Mr Nettle, is no ito 
ill line, an a body could get wciel iittU't, and had a 
name.^ 

<< I think,"^ replied Nettle^ delisted widi fak 
companion, ^^ that you ou^t to try your haid» 
Andrew. Tm sure any thing from your pen must 
mnuflt the pnbhcu^ a 
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^ Hooljr, hoAjy^ cnad Andrew ; ^^«^ in a |^d« 

bat we maun creep befcare we .gnig-«<aiily dieMilt 
a^amofiity m the craft that I dinna wed imder- 
alini; .and that ia, how to oonrec the press, and 
to put in the points, wi'' theUve o^ the wee pie- 
jinloties ; that, I haea dioiigfat, is no an easy con^ 
cem.'' • 

. ^^ Afl.to ihe wee pwjinkities, as you call them, 
aainuBtters of thatasvt, the printers take a grsat 
pait of ihe trouble off Ae andior'^s hands. But 
the plague ia wxdi die substantial matter, Andjmr ; 
dflliwts in diat are not ao eanly remedied.^ 

<< But suxdiy they can be remedied P^ esoiasn* 
ed our aly -simpieton. 

Netde was mightily pleased with tins saliy, and 
said, ^^ Andrew, when your bdok'^s ready to prnit, 
kt me know, and 111 giye yna a lift in that way.^ 

'^ It's very discreet o^ you to o£fer sae ; but is'^t 
tnie that lithere are folk in London whamak a toe- 
*ving by sic like wark?^ 

^^ True r died Nettie. ^^ How do you suppose 
die ^eeehea of members of parliament are gpt up 
ftorpufaiieatbi^M^tlie voyages and tra^ek of eoaa- 
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try' gentl^nen<«-^iiGvds 6£ ladies oJ^ foshion-^-ot any 
oi the otheir et cetera l^ winch illiterate opulence 
a^eks to obtain Eterairj renown ?^ 

" Weel, this London is a wimdeiM place,* re- 
plied Andrew ; *' and are there really folk that do 
thae kii^ o^ jobs for' siller?"^ 

'^ To be sure there are ; and they mdce a snug 
thing of it."* 

^ Noo, Mr Nettle, that^s what I auxna oompre- 
hei^ Hae tliey shops or offices P->-Whar da they 
bide ?— r And how are they kent ?— Thqr hae nae 
sigiia up P-^What''s their denomination ?^ 

/^ It^s.not easy, to answer so many questions in 
a breMh,^ replied Netde ; ^^but I could name you 
fifty. There, for example, is our own countryman, 
Slole, he makes a thousand a-year by the busi- 
nesa.'* 

<< Wed, to be i^ire, how hidden things are 
brought to light 1 I ne'er,^ exdaimed Andrew, 
^^ could &l;hom by what hook or crook he was lee^ 
ving, nor whar he leeves.— Whar is*t .'*'' 

Nettle told him ; and. Andrew, inwardly orer- 
joyed, Imposed to driiik his healdi, aa a credit to 
Sc(^lmd, in a bumper, akhou^ the doth waruot 
removed. 
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^^ Stop, Stop, man ; it^s not yet . time ; let ns 
lisve the table cleared befcnre we begin to toasts,^, 
said Nettle, laughing at Andrew^s supposed rustic 
simpUcity. 

Our hero then inquired what bodes Mole had 
edited and prepared for the press ; and in what 
degree of estimation they were held. Nettle tdd 
bim the names of several ; but AndrSw afifected 
to doubt the truth of what he said, and alleged 
that they were perhaps not at all of that degree of 
merit which his companion asserted. This be- 
got something like a difPerence of opinion betweai 
them, which ended in the reiteration oi Nettle^s 
assertion, and an affirmation that the publtsbers 
would verify the correctness of what he maintain* 
ed. Andrew, however, did not urge the matter 
further. He had thus adroitly acquired the name 
and address of an able editor, and the names of 
the booksellers by whom he was employed. He 
bad, in consequence, nothing Airtha: to say to 
Nettle that evening ; and, accordii^ly, pudbiiq; 
the wine*4ecanter past him, he rose to go away, 
saying, ^^ I^ no for ony mair.^ 

^* Sit down^^ cried Nettle, ^* and finish the wine. 
The|K»t here is excellent.'' 
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^' Yeiroiddiia liae me suidy, Mr IJetde, to sit 
till I^ t»r«c^? Ab sore^g death, I fin^he wine 
rfmimmiiiyiM«dalre«dy~ITlbefeu,ifI^4^ 
ony mair. No ; ye maun just let me .gttig my 
ways. Ye^H pay tiie reekobiiig ; and if it dinna 
6KC€ied 'fire sfaiffiiigs, ni no grodge the cost o^ 
yom e^MT^ersation, wUoli bas been Teia cuiiou&a&d 
aj^eeaUe— ^^ra curious indeed, Mr Nettle. But 
gade digbt f mA in saying diis, Andrew liixroed 
from &e bouse. 

His £x8t coctfse w»8 id the diop of Mole^s pdn- 
oipal poblkfaer, lebere be inquired fi)r on^ of die 
boeks ; and upon amng it, be looked into seTcral 
pWMBges, OS i£ be.bad been examining tbem mti« 
odfy, and; said, ^^ I diima thinks now, that (bis is 
A iieiy w9Bd.-wiitteii wod:.^ 

The bodkaeUBr wus a littk surprised at the re- 

maik^ butius booksellers aare accustomed to see 

wise and learned dBunctexB m very queer and odd 

sbapes, be gave. Andrew credit Ibr some critical 

aeoBien, white iie nntrOTerted his i^inion, main- 

tttaittg ibe merits of the styte and a»BGposition as 

both of (be first class.^ Andrew, however, stock io 

bis point, and finally dedmed 1» pordiafiie the 

work; satisfied, however, idiatathe paHlislwr fa>d 

5 
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a high ophiion of its literary merits. On leaving 
tliat shop, he went to another, and another, until 
he found the opinion of NettJ^ fully verified. He 
then proceeded to the chambers of Mole, whom he 
found at home, and whom he thus addressed, al- 
tliough they had no previous acquaintance: — " Mr 
Mole, I hae a bit turn o^ wark that wouldna be 
the war o"" your helping hand.*" 

This abruptness startled the engineer of litera- 
ture ; but as he had seen the unKcked figure of 
Andrew at some of the fashionable houses, where 
he occasionally helped to make sensible speeches 
for the gentlemen, he divined, in some degree, tlie 
olgect of his visit, and civilly requested him to be 
seated, saying, ^' Pray, may I ask the nature of 
the business ?"" 

'^ It^s a kind o^ a book that I hae a thought 
anent ; but no being just as I could wish, in some 
respects, so particular in the grammaticals, I think, 
that before putting it out to the world, it wouldna 
be the waur o' being coffd and kaim'^t by an expe« 
rienced hatf like yours.*" 

" Have you the manuscript with you ?^ inqui- 

VOL. I. N . 



r 



290 CHAPTER XXX. 

red Mole, endeavoturing to look-as serioiis as pos« 
sible. 

" No, SIT ; I wantit first to ken if you would 
undertake the work.*" 

^^ That will, in some degree, depend on the na- 
ture of the subject, and the amount of the remu- 
neration,'' replied Mole. *^ Do you mean simply 
that I should revise the manuscript, or re-write 
the work entirely .?" 

" I mean that ye're no to hain your ability in 
the business ; but what I want to ken is the cost 
— supposing now the vera utmost, and that ye 
were to write it all over again-— what would you I 

expect ?*" * 

" You will not grudge to pay me at the rate of j 

ten guineas a pica sheet octavo P'*' 

" Fm no versed in your trade ; but let tn^ see 
a book that you would mak your ell-wand, and I'll 
maybe can then make a guess at the estimate.'' 
An octavo volume, printed on pica type, was pro- 
duced, and the extent of a sheet explained to him. 
" Dear me," he cried, " but this, sir, is a dreadfu' 
price — ^ten guineas for doing the like o' that — Na,, 
na, sir, I couldna think o' mair than five pound ; 
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and if ye gie satisfaction FU try to make it gui- 
neas/*' 

In the end, however, 4 bargain was made, by. 
which it was agreed that the manuscript was to be 
submitted to the architect ; and if entire re-edifi- 

> cation was found requisite, the remuneration was 
to be at the rate of seven pounds ten shillingis. 
Mole pleaded earnestly for guineas, but Andrew 
declared he could by no possibility afford a far- 
thing more. The same evening he wrote to Lord 

;Sandyford, that he had found a friend w!th some 
experience in the book-making line; and that if 
his Lordship would send up his manuscript, per^ 
haps he could get him to undertake the job ; but 
that he was a particular man, and very high in his 
price ; which was commonly at the rate of ten gui- 
neas the sheet of pica demy octavo. Neverthe- 
less, he assured his Lordship he would try and get 
it done on as moderate terms as possible. 

The Earl knew as little of pica demy as An- 
drew himself, nor did he care. The manuscript 

, was sent by a special messenger to our hero, who 
lost no time in taking it to Mole, by whom it was 
cursorily glanced over in his presence. 
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Mole was struck vith the composition, and the 
general el^^nce of taste and ima^ation that sda- 
tillated in many passages ; and he said to Andrew, 
with a sharp and an-inquisitive look, ^^ Is this your 
woric?'' 

^^ It^s^bat I spoke to you anent I^m think- 
ing it^s no sae had as ye expectit.'" 

<' Bad r exclaimed Mole ; '' it is full of £he 
finest ^conceptions of a masterly genius. This is 
inspiration — I am utterly astonished.'*' 

'^ It'^s Bvgreat pleasure to me, sir,^ said Andrew, 
dryly, " that ye^re so weel satisfied "wrrt. I trust 
it will make you ahate something in the price.*" 

^^ We have made an agreement, and the terms 
must be AilfiUed. I cannot say that the work will 
require to be entirely re-written. The material is 
precious, and wrought beautifully in many pas- 
sages ; but it may^ neyevthdess, require to be re- 
cast."" 

^' Then,'' said Andrew, " since ye Tike it so 
well, I'U pay the seven pound ten per sheet, jnea 
demy octavo, but no a single fiurthing mair, mind 
jthat; fi)r if you baud me to the straights o' the baac- 
gain, I'll just be as severe upon you. So a' diet 
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I hae to sae for the present is the old bye-word, 
^ they that do their turn in time, sit half idle-— 
yell make what speed ye dow.. " 

The admiration of Mole was rather increased 
than diminished when, after the departure of ^our 
hero, he read the manuscript more leisurely. He 
deemed it utterly impossible that a being so un- 
couth could have written such a work ; but he had 
be^i told, when he first observed his odd figure 
in society, that he was a creature of infinite whim 
and fimcy ; and the manuscript was still more cal- 
cuhited than this account to set all theories of phy- 
aognomy at d^ance. 

As &r Andrew himself, he exulted in the bar* 
gain, and at his own address iii suppressing, in the 
.first instance, the rate at which he had agreed the 
revision should be' made. But the effect intended 
by informing the Earl that the price was to be seven 
pounds ten shillings per sheet, instead of ten gui* 
neas, failed entirely in one respect ; for his Lord* 
ship was no further satisfied with the bargain, than 
as another proof of the simplicity and integrity of 
his agent ; at least it so appeared in the sequel; for 
when the manuscript was recast and sent back to 
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Chastington-hall, he remitted a hundred paunds- 
for Alole, which was nearly double the sum stipula- 
ted. Andrew, in taking the money to him, said, 
" Ye^U find^ sir, that I'^m no waur than my word ; 
there^s a hundred pound note ; and as for the ba- 
lance, yeH just keep it to buy a snuff-box or ony 
ither playock that may please you better.^ 

This liberality was, to the amazed reviser, sdH ' 
more extraordinary after the higgling he had dif- 
fered, than even the intellectual merits of the pam- 
phlet; and in all companies afierwards, be spoke 
of Andrew as an inoomparehena&Ue prodigy of ge-^ 
nius. 
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A fi£€B£T EXPEDITION. 



I^ the meantiine, tlie Bituation of Lady Sandy- 
fi»rd at EldeTbower with the Dowager was fiur. 
from pelding any consolation to her mortified spi- 
rit ; for although the conduct of the old lady was 
truly exemplary, there was yet a sadness in her 
kindness that p^ietrated the l^art of the Count* 
ess with anguish. The mother-lady was censtant- 
fy picturing to her own imagination the regular 
and gradual luin of her indy and darling son-«-he 
who had been die pride of her maternal heart, the 
joy of her widowhood, and die glory of her expec* 
tations. No complaint escaped her, bat number* 
less little accidental expressions betrayed the secret 
perturbation of her spirit ; and more than once she 
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earnestly urged the young Countess to aQow her 
to write to the Earl, and to invite him to Elder- 
bower. 

The first time that the Dowager clearly express- 
ed this wish, was one day after dinner. The wea- 
ther out of doors was raw and gloomy — an un- 
usual depression had all the morning weighed up- 
ou the spirits of both the ladies ; and the Count- 
ess l^egan to distrust the power with which she 
supposed herself capable of adopting a new frame 
and course of life, that would one day extort the 
admiration of her lord, and revive that affection 
which she had lost, not forfeited. The old lady 
eagerly urged her suit ; affirming that it was im- 
possible her son could have fallen so entirely from 
the original magnanimity of his nature, as to slight 
an endeavour to recover his esteem, which had all 
the energy of contrition, with the grandeur of vir- 
tue. " Believe, me, Lady Sandyford,** exclaimed 
the partial' mother, ^^ that if he knew the depth 
of your sorrow at the misfortune that has come 
upon you both, there is nothing within the reach 
of his power and ability, that he would not exert 
to console you.^ 
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The Countess burst into tears, and replied, 
*^ Alas ! my dear mother, in what is this to end? 
I am conscious of my innocence. I know that I 
have never swerved from the purity of a wife ; but 
I have failed to retain the affections of my hus- 
band ; because, in the lightness of youth, and the 
intoxication of vanity, I was more gratified with 
the loquacious admiration of those whom I in re- 
ality despised, than with the quiet and placid te- 
nor of his affection. My eyes are opened to my 
error — ^they have been opened by the consequences 
•-^vexation for my disregard may have irritated 
him into many of those follies that both your La- 
dyship and I deplore, and may have to mourn all 
the remainder of our lives. But what I now most 
immediately suffer^ is the grief of knowing, that 
while I am here you have the monitor of your afi^ 
fliction constantly before you ; and, alas ! I can- 
not go away without giving some warranting to 
the evil report of the world.*" 

" But why will you not allow me to tell George 
the st^ of your feelings, and leave it to himself 

to determine whether he will come to Elderbower 

..... , ^ . 

or not f"" 
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The Dowager, in saying this, took the Count- 
ess gently by the hand, adding, " Indeed, my 
dear Augusta, you are wrong in this — you are sa- 
crificing yourself — ^you are distressing me ; and 
I fear you may have cause to rue the efifect on 
tJeorge.^ 

Lady Sandyford dried her eyes, and said, *^ Ah, 
1 fear your Ladyship thinks of him as if he was 
Btill a boy ! You are little aware of the latent 
strength of his character ; nor was I, till reflecting 
on many things since I came to this house. What- 
ev^er his faults or his eirors may be, meanness is 
not one of them. Noting would be so easy as to 
bring him hare, (mt of compassion ; but I cannot 
be an object of compassion to the man I love. The 
very virtue of his generosity takes the nature of a 
Tice towards me, and I dare not appeal to it.*^ 

She could add no more-^^he tears rushed into 
her eyes ; and she wept so Utterly that the old 
lady became alarmed, and said, ^^This^ Augusta^ 
is what I did not locfk fiw: from you. Let us drop 
the subject. But I will write to Gedrge ; and 
without saying you are with me, I w31 inquire in- 
to the circumstances, as they may have affiscted 
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liim, liy which your eeparaticm has been produced 
-—an event of whidi I am totally unaUe at pre- 
sent to fiMrm any iprofex opinion.^ 

In ihe course of the same afternoon, the Dow* 
ager wrote to the Earl, belieTing he was jstill in 
London ; and while engaged wilh her letter^ the 
Countess went to her own room, where Flotmce 
was notably employed in distributing her Lady'^s 
wardrobe from the trunl^ The box which be* 
longed to the mother of the orphan was standing 
<m ^ floor ; and Flounce, two or three tknes, be- 
fffce she excited any attentaon towards it, express- 
ed her wonder about what it oonld contain. At 
last, however, she was suceessAil ;--^e ey^ c^the 
Countess were directed towards the package ; and 
her mind beoomii^ disengaged from the passion 
of her own thmights, Imst auiosity was awakened. 

^' 1 diink, Flounce,^ said her Ladyship, ^' we 
tfaould exxaoBe that box, and take an inventory 
•of what it contains J;>r tiie pocnr infant. The con- 
tents cannet be vahxable; but 4^^ may be such as 
to help the orpbaniO; some fmture day to discover 
her relaticms.'" 
^ *^ I dare say they wiQ,^ relied Fleunoe; ^^ and 
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I have my own reasons for thinking dike will b^ 
found to hare come of very, great people in foreign 
parts. Does not your Ladydiip recollect ^hal 
delightful ear-rings were in her mother'^s ears ?" 

After some discussion respecting the meana of 
satisfyuig this, as to whether a hmnmer was teqoir 
site, or the poker might serye, it ^^is agreed tJml 
the assistance of the latter potentate should be 
first summoned, and if unsuccessful, the hammer 
might then be invited to take a part in the busi- 
ness. The poker^ howev^, proved, in the stre- 
nuous hands of Flcmnce, abundantly effeettve^- 
the lid of the box was wrenched open, and the 
contents exposed to view. 

The first sight presented nothing remaikid>le. 
It consisted of di&rent articles oT female finery, 
neither of a very high, nor, as Flounce truly ob- 
served, of a very prime and fashionable quality ; 
but, on exploring the mine, a small casket was 
found ; it was seized by her Ladyship, and open- 
ed in haste, while Flounce stood the figure of woi»» 
der by her side. The contents, however, were 
not of any particular value ; but among them was 
the miniature of a gentleman, which the Countess 
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ipdcognized as that of Mr Ferrers. A lett^ was 
also found from Ferrers, written in such imper- 
fect Itdian as m^ of fashion are in the pr^tioe 
of addressing to the virgin train of the opera and 
ballet. It was not, however, either of a very wno- 
rous or amiable kind, for it seemed to be the dis- 
mksal fbom his protection of the unfortunate mo« 
ther. 

The first movement which the perusal produ- 
eed in the spirit of the Countess, was not of the 
iiH>st philanthrc^ic kind ; as for Floimce, she loud- 
ly and vehemently protested against all the male 
sect, as she called them, for a pack of infidel 
wretches. 

Ali;er various disqidsitions on this discovery, it 
was agreed, thjt, under existing circumstances, it 
would be as well for the present tosay nothing iu 
the house about it ; but that Flounce should re- 
turn to the Rose and Crown, and explain to the 
landlady, in confidence, the relationship of the 
dnld, and urge her to take the necessary means 
to acquaint the father of Monimia^s situation. 
. This was a charming mission, and exactly suit^ 
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ed to the genius of Flounce, who accordingly wfnt 
off next day by the London coach, which passed 
the gate of Elderbowar ; and that the servjuits 
might not be wondering and guessing as to the 
objects of her journey, she prudently deemed it 
expedient to inform them that she was going to 
town to bring some additions to her Lady'^s war* 
drobe. 

The landlady of the Rose and Crown received 
her with great cordiality ; but when, after many* 
solemn injunctions, Flounce disclosed the object of 
her visit, Mrs Vintage coolly said, she would nei- 
ther make nor meddle in the matter, for it was ru- 
moured that Mr Ferrers had gambled away his 
whole estate, and that Castle Rooksborough was 
eiqpected to be sold immediately. Flounce was not 
quite content with die conduct of the landlady, 
and returned by the coach the same evening, 
somewhat in a huff^ humour, greatly to the sur« 
prise of all the household at Elderbower ; who, be- 
ing in the practice of calculating the distance, dis^ 
covered diat she could not possibly have been at 
Londcm. 
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Rouace, however, was not to be coi^ouruled, 
as she toM her Lady, l^ any suspectifying per- 
sons ; and on the first expression of John Lun^ 
cheon^s surprise when he saw her alight, she in- 
formed him, that having forgotten something very 
imrticular, she was dUiged to return ; but there 
was a mystery and a flurry in her appearance that 
John did not much like, as he did not indeed 
much like herself, and he made his remarks on her 
Accordingly to his fellow-serVants in the hall ; the 
eflfect of which had no tendency to exalt their opU 
mm either of mistress ot of maid. 

The whole affior, however, might have soon 
passed off, and a ^aosible excuse been devised for 
not sending Flounce again to town ; but the won* 
der was considerably augmented by another equid- 
ly unaccountable excnreodn which she made the 
same evening. 

In a laudatory account to her Lady of the in- 
fkirt'-for she had summoned the nurse and Moni* 
mia to the Rose and Crown — she deplored ihe 
flaemnessof its attire, dedaring that it was dressed 
in eld trolloping thii^ whidi had beloi^ed to 
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Mrs Peony's brat ; adding, that she had' seen in 
a shop-window in Elderton the most beautify 
.baby-linen, advising her Lady to purchase a sup- 
ply for the poor dear little creature, just in cha- 
rity, although it was not a legitimate. The 
Countess consented to this, and gave the requi- 
site money. 

Flounce was not one of those foolish virgins 
who slumber and sleep in ^heir tasks ; on the con»- 
trary, she could never rest till her work was done, 
especially if it was a business seasoned with any 
species of adventure, or of mystery. Within less 
than two hours after her return, she contrived to 
sUp out alone, and to purchase the articles she 
wanted. These she directed herself for Mrs Peony; 
to whppi she also wrote on the subject in the sh<^ 
where she had bought them, and carried the par- 
cel in her own hands to the London coach-officf 
at the NagVhead, and saw them booked with her 
own eyes, all in the most commendable spirit of 
faithful agency. 

The purchase of fine baby-clothes in a small 
market-town, especially by a lady's maid, is an 
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event of some consequence ; and the expedition 
of Flounce caused a good deal of conversation; 
insomuch, that the landlady at the Nag^s-head, 
where John Luncheon and the coachman were in 
the practice of nightly taking their pipe and pota- 
tion, heard of it next day ; and mentioning the 
subject to her husband, he recollected the cir- 
cumstance of Flounce bringing a parcel for the 
coach, and being very particular in seeing it 
booked. By this means the afiair reached the 
ears of John Luncheon, who, having no remark- 
able esteem for Flounce, whom he described as 
a pert London hussey, surmised something not 
much to the credit of her virgin purity, and com- 
municated his suspicions to Betty Blabbingwell, 
one of the maids, who rehearsed it, with some cir- 
cumstantial and descriptive details additional, to 
Mrs Polisher, the house-keeper. Mrs Polisher, 
however, was not convinced of the truth of the 
report ; but went herself to the shop where the 
purchase was .made, where she not only ascer- 
tained the whole circumstances of the fact, but 
also that the articles purchased were of the very 
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finest description, altogether unlikely, indeed, for 
my chambermaid^s accidental progeny. Bat Mrs; 
PoUsher was a prudent woman, and she said no- 
thing. She, however, made her own reSecti<ms, and 
drew an infarence that riv etted her antipathy against 
the Countess, an antipathy which had its ori^ in 
the great affection which she bore her young mas- 
ter from the first hour that she dandled him in her 
arms when a baby. But she did not disclose her 
suspicions to the Dowager, being determined to 
find out the whole affair before unnecessarily oc- 
casioning a rupture, which she anticipated would 
soon be complete and final. 

In this manner the seeds of distrust were car- 
ried into that asylum, where Lady Sandyford had 
hoped to prepare herself tot appearing with re- 
newed advantage in the eyes of her Lord. Per- 
haps she erred in concealing the discovery which 
she had made of Ferrers^ child, and the protection ' 
which she had bestowed on the orphan ; nor is it 
easy to explain the feeling which influenced her ; 
bat a vague notion had occasionally floated across 
her mind, that the paragraph which involved het 
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in so much trouble referred to his marked atten- 
tions ; and it operated with the effect of a motive 

■ conversations with the Dowager. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



A MYSTERY. 



Although the Earl had got his manuscript 
jHrepared for the press, as we have described, the 
publication was delayed by the oc^irrence of a 
disagreeable incident. One morning, on reading 
the county-newspaper, he happened to observe the 
advertisement of a sale by auction of the fumittire 
of Castle Rooksborough ; and among other thii^ 
enumerated, was a quantity of china, said to have 
been the same which was used by James I. at his 
accession to the English crown. In the changes 
of his furniture, his Lordship wanted some addi- 
tional old china to complete an effect in one (^ the 
state-apartments ; and having nothing very parti- 
cular at the time to engage his attention, he de* 
termined to attend the sale of Ferrers^ effects. 
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Castle RooksboTough was, as we have already 
mentioned, situated near the Rose and Crown, 
about thirty miles from Chastington-hall. It was 
therefore, on account of the distance, in some de- 
gree necessary that his Lordship should remain 
there all night ; and b^ng desirous that his mo- 
ther should not hear of his being so near her 
neighbourhood — finr Elderbower was but one stage 
off- — ^he resolved to go alone to the sale, that he 
might not be known by his servants. 

It was late in the evening when he reached the 
fiose and Crown, and nothing particular ocourred 
that night Next morning, before the sale, he 
walked in the park of Castle Rooksborough ; and 
although the air was clear and bracing, and the 
Spring sat in every bower, crowned with her gayeiBt 
garlands, there was something in the scene and 
circumstances which did not altogether tend to 
exhilarate his spirits. The estate was dilapidated 
by a spendthrift possessor, and ordered to be sold, 
with all the moveables, by his creditors. It had 
been for ages jn the possession of the prodigal-s an- 
cestors ; and a general murmur prevailed through- 
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out the county against the unhappy man'^s indis- 
cretions. The reflections which these things pro- 
duced sank into the heart of Lord Sandyford, and 
placed his own conduct in a mortifying Hght be* 
fore Jum. 

A^e was straying over the grounds, he fell in 
with a young country-girl carrying a child. The 
brilliant dark Italian eyes of the infant attracted 
his attention ; and the style in which it was dressed, 
so much above the appearance of the nurse, indu- 
ced him to stop and speak to her. The beauty of 
the infant won upon his affections, and his cu- 
riosity was excited to learn how a child, appa- 
rently better bom, came to be entrusted to so 
young, and seemingly so improper, a nurse. The 
girl, however, could give him no satisfaction. All 
that she knew respecting it was, that she had been 
hired by the landlady of the Rose and Crown to 
take care of it while it remained with Mrs Peony, 
who was employed by a grand lady to suckle it. 

There appeared to the Earl some mystery in 
this ; and when he had purchased the lot of china, 
which he ordered to be sent to Chastington-hall^ 
he returned to the inn to hold some conversation 



li 



^ 



A MYSTERY. 811 

with the landlady on the sulgect of Monimia, for 
the child was that orphan. 

Mrs Vintage of the Rose and Crown did not 
prove quite so communicatiYe as he expected. 
She only civilly answered his questions, and said 
no more than what a direct response requiml. 

" Do you know the parents of the child P'' said 
his Lordship. ^^ They must b^ persons of some 
condition, I should think, by the dress c^f the in* 
fant.^ 

^^ As to that, I caniiot say ; I have never seen 
either of them. The mother is dead ; and as for 
the father, I can give you no account of him.*" 

" Then who in this neighbourhood pays the 
nurse ?'''* 

" I do,'' replied Mrs Vintage. 

^' And how are you repaid ?^ said the inquisi« 
tive peer. 

^^ I do not think I am bound to answer that 
question to a stranger,'' replied the prudent land- 
lady of the Rose and Crown. 

His Lordship finding that she was resolved not 
to satisfy his curiosity in a direct manner, and 
her guarded answers having only served to whet his 
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inquisitiyeness, he took another^ and a more ingeni- 
oufl course with her. He affected to let the topic 
drop, and began to question her about the neigh- 
boiirhood, and the travellers of rank who had< Tt- 
cently stopped at the house — ^a subject on which 
she^elighted to expaliate. Among others, she 
mentioned the transit of the unfortunate Lady 
Sandyford in her father^s carriage ; in speaking 
of whom there was a degree of embaxrassment in 
her manner that strongly excited his attention. 

The sharimess of the EarFs interrogatories in- 
creased her coiifuaon ; and «he contrived, in order 
to avoid the keenness &£ his questiomng, to leave 

r 

the room, just at the moment when she had led 
him to suspect that there was some mystery con- 
nected with the Countess and the child. 

The agitation into which he was thrown by this 
conversation, is not to be described. He almost 
instantly ordered a post-chaise, and returned to 
Ch^tingtwA-hall, burning with thoughts of sus- 
picion. At the first stage where he changed, he 
met Servinal, his videt, returning irom London, 
where he bad been sent on somejbusiness ; he had 
come bacjc with the coach on which Flounce had 

13 
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t^ravdkd from Elderbow^ on her mijieion to Cas* 
tk Rooksborough, and he heard of that damsers 
seeret expedition — she hersdf having told the 
coaii^man that she was Lady Sandy£ord'*s maid. 

On fteeii^ Ms master aligbt, and not being aware 
of the ^ate of his feelings, Serrinal inform^ his 
Lordslup of that circmnstance, wondering what 
business could have tak^i Flmince to the Rose . 
and Crown. This was confirmation to all his 
Lordship's jealousy ; and whm he resumed his 
diair at ni^t in the library of Chastington, his 
very soul was boiling wiUi indignation againsft the 
insolence, as he now deemed it, of die message . 
which Sir Charles Runnii^on had brcmght ftom 
the Marquis. But suddenly, in the fury of his 
passion, the remembrance of the part he heA him- 
sdf. performed as a hissband, came li^ a blast, 
from the frozen ocean, and diBled his blood. 

The temper of his feelings changed. The 
Countess, in the youth and blo€Hn of h^ bridal 
^ channs, rose in the freshness of his early fond- 

I ness, and moved him to sorrow and remorse. All 

i other feelings were absorbed in coutistiim, and he 
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wept with the proAise te«« of km^itiiig ddlU^ 
liood. 

In an instant, however, ifae patoxysm.laok.a^ 
other turn, and be irefieeted oA tihe sittoeiii^ willi. 
w^ch he had ^ored, and how colcDy Im ardour 
had been met ; how negBgendy hi» tastas and hk 
predUeetioai were regarded; and giving waf again 
to <^ fanptdse of these refleetions, he accused the 
C^ovntess as the most insensibte of women, — iHm 
most artfiil, perfidious und base^— ^md, stastxiq^, 
'firom hia seat, rached across the room, with deqpa* 
mtion HI }im looks, and his handa fiereely: alcneh^ 
ed and^i^imBed. In 4hat moment the door opeik- . 
ed, and hss mother entered. 

Hia snrpiae was inexpressible at her appear- 
ance, and still more, when,, in pressing him ^ 
ber boaom, and weeping en. his nedi, she aaid> . 
-^^ Ahur ! my mihappy boy, I did imt expect ta 
imd you in this conditifln.^ 

The TenexaUr matron, unafble to lepreaa her 
matMoal feelings, when,, by accident, ahe heaed 
that he had ietb«d from London to Chastii^glwia* 
haU^det^rminedta visit han. NordiddiieGonttteflfr 
oppose this natural solidiude. 
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Wlie» lh€f fefirt; t^ifr&eiiy of afie^tion ifM otet, 
the Dowager took a seat beside bef son, and c^alm- 
ly reihonsttatcfd against the scfdtlsion lA i^hich' he 
}M too nuddeibly shut hi^^«lf i^ ; tlxjpmmgheiT 
hope Ihstt the Itf eacJi ^fw«efii hn^tf ttid hk irif#^ 
ir«« not irreparable.^ 

~ ** What r h6 etelahnksdj " ean ydft fblA HMr 
Ale to submit to the degradation of impee^atg & 
ifaiglrant itdidta^^.^ I haire snch J>ro<>f! I hii^e" 
H&eh i^h 1^ own ej^eti the fivhig eVid0»ee of her 
gtlilt-^, let us speak of her n^ more, let he* pe- 
rish id the unproclaimed infamy ta ii^i<^lb ^ie' hifri^ 

Tlie Doi^^r ^ai^ thnfulerstruek, tsiA resktktk^ 
Idc^ififg at him, lind unable to speak. Btttrwh^hi»- 
itgitaiioir hd;d in some degree subsided, shereoo- 
Vefed het is^lf^possession, and itrcjAir^ to ^^m 
dbtomststiites' andf proofe of gialt he haldidBydecL 
This led td tixk ik(icotmt of Hm eixxetA&ii mi to 
the stippo^i^ed discbTerj' he I^ad Hiitde^ cf Mi^ 
nimla. 

'f her <M hAj cbtddf litdt tieSki tl^ §t(^y mS 
etpr ei a?e tf Bef fHospUA^ a sm^ MMki M kk 
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pwt^ which had the .eiS^t^of cayivnig all his m- 

dignioit feelings. 

'. " Mothel* !*" he exclaimed, " you do not know 
the woman — ^her whole soul is engaged with no-- 
dung but herself— She could never see attention 
shewn to any other, without considering it as 
aomediing unjustly taken from herself — She ne- 
ver felt that her interests and affections were wed- 
ded to mine, hut regarded tbem as distinct and 
pre-anmaait — Sh^ worshipped ,no other god but 
herself— SJie made me feel, from the fatal day of 
our marriage, that there was nothing mutual be- 
tween us, that I was only subsidiary to her— The 
seiise of that discovery drove me to despair-«-a 
despair that wore the mask of pleasure to the- 
world, while worse than ten thousand scorpions 
was stii^gh^ me at the heart. In aU that wild 
and wicked interval, she calmly set herself out for 
adidatiop^; 'neiver.once did she look as if ishe felt' 
any .a^p'dien^on for the issue of a career that, 
she could not but see must terminate in ruin-^ 
Even in those hours of remorse and ennui, when 
one g^tle wish from her might have recalled me 
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to myself, did ever any such pass the cold mar*, 
bk of her lips ?"• 

" This will not do, George,'' interposed the 
Dowager, with an accent of entreaty and mode- 
ration. " This vehemence of feeling is not what 
the object deserves, if she is so unworthy as you 
have represented her. But calm yourself? it k 
possible there may be some misunderstanding or 
misconjecture in all that you have told me.'* 

" There is neither conjecture nor misunder- 
standing in what I have felt,'' replied the Earl ; 
" but let us drop the subject. — ^I am glad to see . 
you at Chastington, and I will shew you, to-mor- 
row, the improvements I am making." 

In this abrupt way his Lordship changed the 
conversation, and, in the course of a few minutes, 
was almost as cheerful with his mother as if he 
had never givai her any reason to deplore hip foHy , 
nor had any to do so himself. But determined 
in his own mind to sifk the matter thoroughly, 
mnce it was possible th^e might be some* ndstdte, 
he wrote the same evening to Mr Vdlum, request- 
^g Wylie to be sent to assist him in the arrange* 



of the business for which he wii^hed tbi$ mwis^ 
§me ; Imt ill$wefil tlie Bol}dt<9 tp imngiHie Aut it 
Biigbt be with referenoe to 4he pfqp^ps add sqg- 
g^^pS) whidi the Earl^ a few posts befoi)s» h»4 
f ec^ved rdiitiv^ tp ih^ ptftte of his iocome m4 
4ebts. 

The situatiim of tius Poweger was mast aoh 
barrassiag. Wh«i she psited ikom the Countassy 
she had promised to letMra oi| th^ thitd day, or 
-to wfite. But wi^ the dUagreeable news sbs had 
rec^rad) nailbar ap«Jd properly be dona^ M the 
same'tiiBhe^ hpwaTer, such bad been the fjivoimUe 
li^t in whisb herdaiq^eMn-4aw appealed^ fimn 
iha pnevMUt ^hat ariivat^at ]&14adiawer^ diatriie 
woidd not 4l]pw km^ to fmA^v^m wqr thoi^ 
.d^rqglMKHy tQNas h«r ^to^ She espected thftt 
the S!ttd w09id h>¥a aet out the 9^ dty to Caa* 
4]# jB^)ciborQ««h ngm, (o mume the i^ysMjr 

th<^ more Ififprdy ; bvt bo eyinoed no <^90fii- 
tioa to do #0. He w^#r 8«id, 9^ knfl^mf 
tbol bo boi writmi to I#radopt ^ftyoooggon- 
itom^ whom- be tbo^ht pight ho u«oApl i» 
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to invMtigate ihe myntery ef ibe dbiU 
of the Hose and Croim ; ^^ For,^ «fad he, gaily, 
^f^ oatil we dboover its parentage, we tan afloign 
hmo better me and dam.^ 

But if the amvai of his xaodier disturbed Ae 
monotony of the EarFs retirement, it was an event 
of deli^tful importance to the domestics at Chas- 
tii^;ton4iaIL Mrs Valence exulted in the oj^por* 
trnxitf which it afforded to her of displaying, be- 
fore so thorough a judge as her Ladyship, with 
what care, and in what perfect beauty she had 
pveaflrved every article ii^eh bad been coinaiitted 
to her A$g!ge ; nor was there a servant in die 
JkoiiBe idio had not some Teacher to pcoduoe of 
fidelity and vigilance. All reoeivcdtiinrdwe meed 
of dignified commendation, and all of lliem re- 
joiced in Ae greatness f£ that reward. 

Her arrival was also productive of oflw cheer. 
Ad consequences to the honadiold. 1%e shjrneiB 
witii which the Earl received the visits of tibie 
nfltgUbouri^ gentlemen, had, in & great measure, 
suspended the intercourse thsl migfat oAerwise 
have arisen ; but the eldeKly msllt§m in their &- 
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milies, who had been acquainted with the Dowa- 
ger in the time of her Lord, on hearing that she 
had arrived at Chastington, came flocking in 
crowds to see her ; so that, for a day or two, tliere 
was something like a stir about the house. 

The presence of a Lady Sandyford at the HaH, 
was, indeed, like the spring; it drew out from 
their winter seats, as gay as tulips firom their 
bulbs, all the ladies in the vicinity ; and many a 
sable son of the church was seen slowly moving 
towards the portal, as sleek and as plump as the 
snails, that the g^iial influence of the season had 
induced to ccmie abroad. Among othdr visitorfi, 
the Dowager was pleased to discover, in a fittfe 
smart old man, in black satin inexpressibles, witii 
sky-blue silk 8tockings,goldenbuckles,awhite waist- 
coat; and agreen coat, with his smirking fiu^ d)^ 
perly set in a trim white tie-wig, Dr Trefoil, whom 
the had herself been chiefly instrumental in Imlig- 
ing into notice when a young man ; not, howevi^, 
so much on account of his professional alaUttes, as 
for a certain dainty and pleasing method of treat- 
ing tibose little irksomenesses of the sex, that aire 
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ofteii as afflicting to themselves imd their £rieiidB 
as m^e serious diseases. The Doctor, in his 
youth, had been a beau ; indeed, his appearance 
bore incontestible proofs of that historical £act ; 
but, notwithstanding all the pretty little compli- 
ments which he was daily in the practice of pay- 
ing the ladies, he still remained a bachelor — and 
was now determined to die, as he said, a martyr 
to his humanity. For it seems the Doctor had, 
like many other sage and learned personages, be- 
come a convert to the Malthusian heresy, then 
recently promulgated, and was alarmed at the ha- 
zard we run of being elbowed out of the world, in 
spiteof the &culty,war,pestilence,famine,andsud- 
dexk death. 

Scarcely had her old acquaintance offered his 
congratulations at seeing her Ladyship look so 
well, when, recollecting his deUcacy and addresr, 
it immediately occurred to her that he might be 
a fit person to employ as an agent, in sifting the 
mystery connected with the birth of the child. — 
But it is necessary that we should revert to the 
state and situation of the young Countess, who, 

o2 
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fiuhiim poiild veil be, thai h%d aetaiJJy biiipe«. 
«i to Mifibr the aound of hor reputaftiM lo b^ 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

A BXSCOVZBT. 

Whiek the Counteas hetrd that &e E«d hid, 
floddnily sfter h^ depntiine ftom Londott, also 
^piittod the town and retired to Chaatiiq^i^^all^ 
her mind was seised with an unaocovuitabk aittiety 
and qqprehenmm. She asctibed the cause at fint» 
natorallj enough, to his ^Mk to avoid their mv^ 
Sual firiends until the sqpaxatimi had Uown over ; 
hut when her father wrote that their house had 
been taken possession of by Mr VeQuia, and that 
die estaUishment was broken up, die felt that a 
diange indeed had taken places as much bey^id 
her control as it was above her co mpr e hensio n. 
That Lord Sandyford should disentangle hksseff 
at onee^ and as it were by foroe, fiom aB his town 
connexions, seemed to her a prodigy of whi^ she 
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couldformXK) just estimate. She sometimes thought 
it was but the temporary resolution of a fit of spleen; 
but she remembered, with a feding to which. she 
could assign no name, that he had often manifest- 
ed a decision and firmness that belied that care- 
lessness which she had considered as the strongest 
peculiarity of his character. The event interest^ 
ed her curiosity as well as affiected her sensibility; 
and she was glad when the Dowager proposed to 
vi«it him at Chastiligloii. 

N(^hing» however, could eiceeA her ebigtbi^ 
wh<iQ» instead of tibe retiim of theoUladyim Ihe 
third day, according to her pmmiae, she leceiyet 
a notf » simjj^y statist tb«t it iras the Dcrwagor^s in> 
j^ti^ to r^nain 9ome time at the Hall, and«ilhi> 
out'Containii^ a frnghiwoiAdn any other subject 
This was evto stiU inoore mysterious than Ae sudf- 
4^ alt^ation in the ceaiduct of the Earl, while it 
secerned to spring firom the same £wise. Itgrieved 
and it v€^?»d hsr, and affected her best thoughts 
and cabnestmiHnwts wi&m^pietiide andde^pooct 
ency. She felt sofnetiroes as if she had beet alaanA 
doned to sqlitude a»d suffering ; and though eon* 
scions that she had committed no crime to mitail 
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80 bittiBf a iyamshmeni, she confessed to herself 
that she had been perhaps too kte in considering 
that the preservation of a husbsnd^s love is often 
the most difficult, as it is always the most del»sate 
duty of a urife. 

When the Ddwag^ had been absent foinr days, 
a.'sm*vant came from the Hall to take some addidon 
to her wardrobe ; and from him his iinfortuna68 
mistress heard that it was doubi^ whai she would 
return. She also learned that the Earl had beeii 
iolicinned by his mother tihat she was at Elder- 
bower. All this was incomprehensible, and turned 
hear pillow into thorns. Flounce, who saw' her 
anxiety, and guessed somediing of her thoughts^ 
Mcerted her utmost powers of talk and tattle to 
amuse her wiihontelEekt; at last she proposed they 
shmild make an excursion to see the orphan. ^ It 
tt^sueh a beauty,^ said Flounce — '' has the mosl 
channiBg eye»**-it wiH do your poor heart good 
to see the pretty d^ir. BeiMes, it is but twelve 
BaQefl o£&-Hfe can go thdre iu"^ mornii^,' and 
w)»sk badL to* dbmer with all the ease in thif 
i^rorld,''. 
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Til* Oomitess vas not in a dupofition to don^ 
iMvext Ae^JiorttttiiHiof Fkmnoe; andaceoidbgii 
Ijr A pbst-difliae vis ordefed^ and the LudjEyoU 
tokUd 0I1I7 by her vaiting^-geiitlewoman, set mX 
ta visit the child of the Rose and Orovn. 
' The sale at ihe C^istle had lasted sereral days, 
iRit it was afl.oTer faesfore diey arriTed, and^tbe 
wansJmi shut up« 

After amusing herself for a few nmnites widi 
the infimt Mommia, whose beauty certainly £d 
not i^pear to have been exaggerated by flmasea^ 
the Countess strayed into the Gasde^patk ahn% 
karti^g Flounce to gossip with Mrs Peony. Tin 
d«y was remarlcaldy fine for ^kt seasesi^ md liia 
qpring was in foil verdure; fauttherewasasQleok^ 
Qity in Ae wosds^ all niarked for the axe' of liia 
folier, and a silence in thev^eneraUemanfflon, cse i y 
wiitflow being dosed***4liat touched ihe heatt af 
the solitary with inexpressibb sai^Mss* She walk* 
ed TOund the walls, and looked for some tkieat^a 
naanber of swalkws, whieh, as if infemed diat-Aw 
house would be long untenanted, had Aat mevfr^ 
ning begun to btdld their nests in sevehd of tha 
window comers. 



4 mfwnxr* Htft 

Ab iibe vfts iddidgbg Ibe traisi of refleetJraf 
wbidi this Utde incideiil awakenecU nke 69w a gea^ 
ttonnniMiss hnrrie^y acroaa the Uim, and cait«f a 
aiikall gate in the garden-wall, which she had not 
before nolieed. Hia fig^QW iraa fanoliar to her ; 
-b«t the rapidity of hjfcpiiniij mi the iaterventioB 
of the boughs of tho shrobbeiy, prer ented hm 
&om aeeing him distinctly. 

Tb^^was something in hn air and haste wUdh 
Bkartled her ; and a sentiment moire d^s^nring tba 
name of interest than curiosity, led her to folhm 
bw to tbegate wbidb he had left open. On look* 
^ In, she was sinrprised at the beauty of the fgmr 
ifeqi, but ber ^ye speedily searehed around for tht 
sdvanger ;*-4ie was> howeTer, nowhere to be mmi 

As she was standing iiitli the door in her band, 
she obserred a puff of «DAoke rise from behmd the 
oamer of a conseryatoiy i and ionnediataly afkii 
die strangor rush firom the same place, with a pia» 
tol in his band Hit appeanmoe left her iaB» 
doubt that he meditated ardef^eorate deed agnbeisi 
lionself ; and prompted by the inresistible impuha 
of the.i)ioment, she darted fbrward and snatdicd 
the weapou from his hand. In the same inatani 
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she recognised in him Mr Ferrers, the unfortunate 
4i^rner of the Ckstle. He also knew her, and ex- 
dlat^med, ^^ Gradiouis Hea'ren I — ^Ladjr Sandyford 
hcrer 

A brief conversation followed. He declared 
himself utterly rui]iMlhHi)|tt|is friends had desert^ 
ed him. and he had none left but death— *iio home 
but the grave. Her Ladyship was . excessively 
shocked ; she tremUed from head to foot ; and 
•till holding the ^stol, implored him to desist ftom 
his dreadful intent. 

' " Alas, madam P cried the frantic man, ^* you 
may as well tell him who is expiring of a fever, 
not to £e. Despair is my disease j and I am as 
mudi its victim as the lasar that perishes of mi^ 
lady in an hospital. I have stooped to beggary 
^^^I have scarcely refimined from crime ; but aU 
has been of no avail. A curse is upon me, and 
misery in my blood. Itisinhuman9Lady,tobreak 
tfaua upon the secret horrors of a dymg wretch. 
Leave me — O leave me, Lady Sandyford, to my 
&te i'^-^And he made an ^ort to seize the pist(d 
again ; but she had the presence of mind, thoi^h 
agitated b^ond the power of speaking, to plunge 



it intxi a pond, where the gardeners fiUed their wa- 
tering-pans. 

Ferrers, on seeing this action, started backhand 
s^d in a voice that was seemingly cahn, but air- 
fully emphatic, " 1 or read, that, 
sometimes in those M when all chance 
of help deserts the h in of m^n. Pro- 
vidence is pleased to )wer and watch- 
fulness— Has it sent me from perdi- 
tion ?" — And in saying these words, he knelt and 
kissed her hand with the reverence and awe of 
adoration. , 

In this crisis, the Dowager Lady Sandyiford, 
leaning on the arm of Dr Trefoil, entered the 
garden ; hut, on seeing this scene, immediately 
withdrew. The old Lady recognised her daugb- 
ter-in-law, and, without uttering a word, hurried 
back to her carriage, which stood at the entrance to 
the park. IJ^e Doctor, who was unacquunted with 
the Countess, made several attempts, as they ha*- 
tened back, to brealc the consternation of the Dow- 
agcr, by joking on their mal-intrusion ; but she 
fearfully silenced him liy wildly shakmg her head. 
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On reaching the caniage, he handed her ia, 
and then took a seat beside her. 

^ Where shall we drive ?^ said the scarvan^ aa 
he shut the door. 

^ Honae, home, hom^ to ChastiiigtoiL^ 

The Countess, unconsefoas of the evil conatruc- 
Ivm that was perhaps naturally aiough put upm 
the sitnatioii in which she had beai disco¥eced» 
jastnated from the impassioned gratitude oi Fcv- 
M», and hastaied back to the Rose and Crowut, 
wheieahe learned, with extreme vexation, that dip 
Dowager La^jf Sandyford had been thoe with # 
genakaooan ansdously kiquiringfor the (n^aa. 

^^ I do belieye,^ said the landlady, as she ooo^ 
viuoieated this news, ^^ they have come frpm Chaa- 
iirngjUM on purpose, and I dare say they will be 
baefc presently ; for the nurse, with yoiu* maid, ia 
walldng in Booksborough-park with the child^ 
where they have gone to seek her. ^ I happened 
tp be out of the way when her Ladyship arrived^ 
Bad ahe aaked, I am told, very eameatly to aee 



Wlule they were speaking, the nurse, with 
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towards the iiiil Flounce had reoognixed the car- 
TiMgit and hrery ftom a distance, and was haatea- 
ing to ascertain the cause of so unexpected a phe- 
nomenon, when she saw it drive suddeiily away. 

The Bfinta of die Countess were exhwisted by 
dif painful trial to which her feelings had been 
anlqected; a pxesentunent of misfortone op* 
pressed her heart ; and durmg the greatest part 
ef the journey back to Eldexbower, die seldom 
SKchangBd winds with Flounce. They were in- 
jdasd hdtf vay befibre any thing ocomn^ to move 
her '£eoB!i the melwidioly abstraction m^ wjueh 
die had £dlai. It happened, however, Aat, on 
naaohiDg the cooss-roada, whetie the braadi thai 
Jbd'past Gfaasrington diverges, dipy met the Lott« 
don coach> ^n the outside of i^<iif covered wiUi 
dust, sat our hero, on his way to the Hall.^ 

^ As I live,^ exolauned Floixnce, ^^ if there be 
not diat Dutch nutncracker, the Scotdi ereatovt, 
ifixkg away on the top of the coach* Where can 
he be going to wink and twinkle, and snap 1^ 
fingers, till he makes the sides ache again j^'* 

^^ I wish,^ said the Countess, ^^ I had stopped 
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him r and she added, with a sigh, ^^ Can he be on 
hi« way to Chastington ?^ She then relapsed into 
her mekncholy reflections, thmking it probable the 
Earl was entertaining company, and had invited 
Andrew to amuse them. ^^ In what,^ thought she 
to herself, ^^ is this singular solitariness of mine 
to end P Can it be posdble that some one has poi- 
soned the ear of Sandyford, and that he has con- 
verted his mother to believe the suspicion. That 
vile paragraph he seemed to think true. Has 
the author of the malignant invention had access 
to him ? Can Sandyford condemn me without a 
hearing, without proof, without investigation P-^ 
No matter, I will droop my head in secret ; and 
whatever may have been my faults hitherto-^for 
.all that heartlessness with which I have been so 
often taunted, per^^aps justly-— I may yet die of a 
fardftn heart. I feel that I can.^ 

While these painful reflections were vibrfitmg 
in h^ mind, the carriage arrived at Elderbower. 
On alighting, she walked directly to the Dowa- 
ger^s parlour, where dinner was immediately ser- 
ved up. She felt herself, however, so much in- 
disposed, that, instead of sitting down to table, 
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she retired to her awn room, and snrren^red hep- ' 
self to the most despondii^ reflections. Bred up in 
the preserves of dignified opulence, she had never 
b^pre seen the anguish of mental distress in any 
undisguised &rm, nor cotdd she till then compi>»- 
heaid the horrors which ruin and poverty present- . 
ed to a mind of such a feverish temperament as 
that of Ferrers. Her life, till the occurrences 
arose of which we have been treating, h^ been 
one continued series of the most ordinary trans- 
actions that befall persons of her xank and condi- 
tion. She had passed firom the fondling embraces' 
of the nursery, to the measured and circumspect 
regulations of her govaness, and frota these to the ' 
incense of pubtic admiration, under the auspices 
of her accomplished husband. She had never tjll 
now come into actual contact with the world, nor 
been once obliged to draw on those innij^ rr 
sources which she possessed within herself, against 
its malice, or the vicissitudes of fortune. She had 
heard of sufferihg and of sorrow ; had wept over 
afflictions described in novels, and sighed over sor^ 
rows deplored in poetry ; but the real nature of 
either she had never known ; and what she felt for 

13 



S84 cH A^i%l^ xi^^ XI. 

im aeoBiiticni a# iti^as^ cKdi^eeabk. 

Whilfif gbe ir«s Aus ki^gmg faer fedfaa^, « 
TOBmmgtif ttrrivei frcoft BUritE^and Abb^^^, het ^ 
thcr*tf MB^^ <^at neiglfbeiBrbo^, mik altmt 
fifMi d3i# Mbr^piw, in whieh his Lt^ds^i^ ex^ 
pttssed kis regtc^ that sh€^ sbeidct hhte 6yip6iied ' 
bendf t^ die liiertiigcaitiim of bein^ abandoi^ 
the l^amtg&t La^ SmW^M ; hoped she wait isk 
g&oi h^alrib; infortt^ het thae his a¥t i^eat, 
BrelMsb^d Castle^ was ift reafiness to rec^ta' 
hcr^ ad^risied her lo^ remore tM^ier immediai^y 
a^ to iM»ie hhn Tf bai she wished done ; ftr that 
b0 waf obliged to letavn to* London out piMe btt^*^ 
fltOAHS of die utmost eOBseqpeBce, 1^ socoftditad- 
iiilf irf ^ C^^ai^ Prison Bffl be^^ 
day foQo<wh^. 

Tht mind aiid fediiitg^ <^ die €!Mfrte8»'irOF^ / 

ittiidi occtqpied with her own a^tated reflecliott^ ; 
tba^ ^ stj^Ie ai^ ecMetttd of fhis^ paternal epbtfe i 
did not a^ fthert mid^ imy partieidar impn^sMkm, - 
ao^ d)»^ read it aa Hionlet cBd the wofds. She ^ 
i^iw Ae Iferftis of the a^habet, tlie otrtlittes of the 
p^; she bier iJhe hi^-writfa]^, and the sense* 
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ioatadbet&te her; tait ^rlieii Ae laid ^ P>|Mr 
en the tiable, ike whole wtm forgotten^ and she r^ 
maipedlbr some time rui&inating and abslraetedy 
li&iA ikod of teavs came te her teMe£ 

Whea the emotaon of weqaug had gabndedy 
her eye aeei&ntally ftll on her firtbefa fettei^ 
aad die imme&iXdj toek it isp, and tead it again. 
The cddMsa of the hii^aage imote her heavt^ 
and die Hilt aa if the barb ^ an. icjr amnr had 
penetmled her bosoai, atk reading the exfremmmr 
^ Ahttttdoned by ^ I>owagt^.^ 

.Ste* rang the beH with an eager band, and ot* 
deied Ae earviage to be kistaittly ready Ite did 
Abbey. She inf^e i^her in » state Kl(i» (tMt 
dTdiatniciSoii; bnt^oB am^mig m thd^gacev'Ma 
infennedl tha^ dieManqfus hod three hottrn^beftMi 
set off for Loncbtt. %e had stiB hi» lelDev h( 
her hand, and her first thought was to prooeed 
inunediately to Chastington ; but, changing her 
determination, she unfertonatefy went on through 
thia park to the Abbey, where she alighted, and 
requested that one of the servants might immedi^ 
ately prepare to go to the Hall for her, on boai- 
nesi of the utmost conseqiiencei Haying giT^i 
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these orders, she wrote & note to the Dowager, in- 
closing the Marquis's letter, and simply request- 
ing 4in explanation of its contents. 

The groom was in readiness with his hdrse at 
the door, almost as soon as this brief note was 
Miled, and he instantly set off. He reached tibe 
Hall while die Dowager was dressing for dinner, 
after her return from the excursion with the Doc- 
tor, and the note was deUyered to herein her own 
room, ^e read it hastily, and also that of the 
Marquis, and immediately folding them up in the 
agitation of the moment, and with a trembling 
hand, die wrote two lines, simply saying, that the 
oecafflcm of Lady Sandyford's visit to Castle Books- 
borough, and her chmdestine interview with Mr 
Ferrers in the garden there, would sjifficiently 
expliun the reason of her abandonment. 
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